


MEDICAL MUSEUM. 


IED aoe 








Vou. IL.....No. I. 

















An Account of the good Effetts of copious Blood-letting in the Cure 
of an Hemorrhage from the Lungs; ina Letter from the Rev- 
Dr. SaMvEL S. Suitn, Prefident of the College of New Fer- 
fey, to Dr. Benjamin Rusu. 


Princeton, March tgth, 1798. 


DEAR SrR, 


S the fcience of medicine is eftablifhed on an induétion of 

facts, well attefted hiftories of the fuccefsful treatment 

of difeafes muft be fingularly ufeful. It is with a view to add 

one cafe more to your ufeful collection, that I have been induced 

to give you an account of an uncommon hemorrhage with 

which I have been affected myfelf, and of my perfe& recovery 
from it. 

A certain weaknefs of breaft, and tendency to hemorrhage, 
was hereditary on my mother’s fide of the family, whom 
I was fuppofed to refemble in conftitution and counte- 
nance. Shortly after J was licenfed to preach, I was thrown 
ito a fituation which required unufual exertions. I had often 
to addrefs very large affemblies, at leaft three times in the 
week, and frequently every day. In confequence of thefe ef. 
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2 Smith's Cafe of Hemeptyfis. 


forts, at the end of abont three years I began to raife {mall 
quantities of blood at the clofe of each difcourfe. This fymp- 
tom continued to increafe; and during nearly four years more, 
though I moderated my exertions, and made them much lefs 
frequent, I raifed fome blood at the end of almoft every fer- 
mon that I delivered, and fometimes in confiderable quantities. 
The {pitting often continued in a lefs or greater degree for 
feveral days afterwards. I was at length obliged to iatermit 
preaching entirely for the {pace of eight months, during which 
time I {pent part of a feafon at the Sweet Springs in Virginia. 
I recovered a tolerable, though a delicate ftate of health. At 
this period I was removed to Princeton, where {peaking to 
{mall affemblies, and in a chapel happily accommodated to fa- 
vour the voice, I continued to preach, and to attend my other 
duties in the college, during two years, with increafing health 
and vigour. In the autumn of the year 1782, I fuddenly 
broke a blood-veffel in my breaft, as I was walking. A con- 
fiderable quantity of blood iffued from the wound; but by 
bleeding copioufly at my arm the flux from my breaft at that 
‘time was ftopped. Nearly about the fame time in the next 
evening I felt my pulfe quicken, and an unufual tenfion grow- 
ing on all my nerves, and, in a few feconds, the blood began 
to {pout with great velocity through my mouth and nofe; I 
was again bled largely twice in the courfe of the evening, from 
my arm and foot. ‘The following evening a fimilar paroxyfm 
returned, and the blood again fpouted with great force from 
my mouth. The phyfician was fitting on my bed-fide at the 
time; and when I perceived the quickening of my pulfe, and 
that ftrange ftricture coming, as it feemed to my feeling, on the 
whole fyfiem of the nerves, I gave him notice of it, and re- 
quefted him to bleed me. He refufed, and faid fo much bleed- 
ing would only tend to bring on an habitual hemorrhage by de- 
bility. Itold him I would rather die bleeding from the arm 
than from the mouth. At laft, when he faw the force with 
whicle the blood iffued, and, in confequence of my earneft fo- 
licitations, he bled me again. TI requefted him to leave me his 
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lancet, and I would be anfwerable for my own life. ‘This he 
reluctantly confented to do. At this time two other phyficians 
were called in, who bled me twice more the fame evening be- 
fore they could effectually ftop the flux from my mouth. Next 
day I expectorated nearly a pint of clotted blood that had been 
lodged fomewhere in the cavities of thelunes. Being now in 
poffeffion of a lancet, and apprifed by experience of the fymp- 
toms that preceded the return of my diforder, I determined to 
anticipate it, and, when the phyficians were not prefent, to 
open my own veins. ‘This I did accordingly, whenever I per- 
ceived the fymptoms I have already mentioned, which now re- 
curred more frequently for four or five days. After that 
period they fubfided. But I continued bleeding at the arm 
two, three, and four times in the day, till the tenth day. My 
intention was to take off the impulfe of the blood from the 
wounded part, to prevent an inflammation, and to give it time to 
heal. I may, perhaps, have bled myfelf oftener than was ne- 
ceffary. After purfuing this courfe, however, the flux of blood 
no more difcovered itlelf from my breaft. Two-and-thirty 
times I was bled in the fpace of ten days, in my arms and feet, 
befides what flowed from my mouth. And it was computed, 


from the dimenfions of the veffels in which it was received, and 


other circumftances, that I loft, in that time, at leaft two gal- 
lons of blood. Even in this reduced ftate, fo great was my ap- 
prehenfion of the hemorrhage in my breaft returning, I conti- 
nued to bleed at the arm twice in the week for fome time, 
afterwards once in the weck, and finally, once in a month dur- 
ing feveral months; though not in large quantities at each time. 
After the hemorrhage was entirely ftopped, my fiefh wafted 
away for want of its proper nourifhment in the blood, 
till not a mufcle could be perceived on any of my limbs—The 
fkin appeared to be drawn almoft clofe to the fkeleton—I {poke 
only ina whifper—And I was not fenfible of having forgotten 
inyfelf for a moment in fleep during fix weeks. My complex- 
ion was tinged with a yellowifh hue, and an acid fo prevailed in 
my conftitution, that with my tongue I have frequently curdled 
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a {mall bowl of milk. For more than three months I could not 
ufe bread, or any vegetable fubftance in my diet. I lived chief- 
ly on beef liquor, foups, and white meats. I drank a little 
weak wine and water frequently; but after many trials, I 
found porter as a drink agree beft with my ftomach, and at the 
end of fome months I ufed it freely and conftantly. As foon as 
I could bear the motion of a carriage, I took gentle exercife in 
that way. Afterwards, when I could fit a horfe alone, I was 
helped into the faddle, and every day rode a fmall diftance, in- 
creafing it gradually till I rode from twelve to fifteen miles in 
a day. Here my recovery was at a ftand for fome months, 
when I refolved to try the effect of a long journey on horfe- 
back. I rode firft into Conneéticut, and afterwards to Bofton, 
in which journeys I laid the foundation of that good health 
which I have now continued to enjoy for more than ten years ; 
and my voice, particularly, is clearer and ftronger than it ever 
was. A habit that frequently required aperient medicines, was 
greatly increafed by lofs of blood, and for more than feven 
years I was obliged to have daily recourfe tothem. It is now 
upwards of three years fince I have ufed them at all. A pint of 
beer or of cyder at any time fufficiently anfwers the purpofe. 
This faét is contrary to another principle of many phyficians, 
and contrary to the prefling advice of feveral of my medical 
friends, rather to ftruggle with the difeafe than to ufe fo con- 
ftantly the medicines neceflary to overcome it. ‘They affured 
me that I would totally deftroy the tone of my bowels, and 
perhaps fall an early victim to my remedies. However, refolv- 
ed to live as comfortably as poffible while I fhould live, and not 
folicitous for a prolonged exiftence of ficknefs and pain, I per- 
fifted in my own courfe ; and I now find that the medicine was 
infinitely lefs pernicious than the habit, and that, contrary to 
prediction, it has relaxed the tone of my bowels juft to that 
{tate in which it ought to be. I have found, however, many 
years ago, that a fmall preffure upon them impeded their regu- 
lar ation, and produced ficknefs at ftomach, and pain in 
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the head. This induced me to invent a kind of fufpenders to 
relieve my ftomach, long before I knew that fafhion would 
employ them to fhew the fhape to more advantage. My own 
experience has convinced me that perfons of delicate habits 
often fuffer greatly from tight waift-bands, when they are not 
able to affign the caufe, and efpecialiy women, from the man- 
ner in which many of them tie their clothes, and the weights 
they fufpend in their pockets. 

Thus, fir, Ihave given you the hiftory of my difeafe and 
the treatment of it, which, I doubt not, you will pronounce 
uncommon. I have gone back to an early period of it, that, 
having all the facts before you, you might form a more accurate 
judgment of the whole. Ihave, perhaps, carried my bleedings 
fomewhat farther than was abfolutely necefflary ; but, in fuch 
cafes, it is difficult to fix the point.of ftri€t necefflity, and fuc- 
cefs has juftified my rafhnefs. And I am perfuaded that, to 
great bleeding, and the thick flannels in which I immediately 
wrapped myfelf, all with a view of taking off the impulfe of the 
blood from the wound in my breaft, I owe my freedom almoft 
wholly from inflammation and cough. I judge thus, becaufe in 
many inftances fince that time, when I have imprudently taken 
cold, and feared the effect of the cough on my breaft, I have 
had immediate recourfe to increafe of flannel and to bleeding, 
which have relieved me in a very fhort time. 

I have had no medical education, and have had no theory to 
bias my mind. What I have done at any time contrary to ad- 
vice, I have done, impelled by the urgency of fymptoms, or led 
by probable conjectures concerning the effect of the means I 
ufed, without being reftrained by principles which might, per- 
haps, have intimidated me. I draw no general conclufions 
from my particular cafe. This you will be better able to do 
when you have compared it with fo many others which mult 
have come under your obfervation. I believe it would be dan- 
gerous for an indolent and inactive perfon to be reduced {fo low 
by bleeding as I have been, or one who had not equal refolu- 
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tion to make the exertions neceflary to recover him from that 
ftate. Activity in duty, and firmnefs of mind are often among 


the beft medicines. 
Iam, Dear Sir, 
With the greateft refpect, 


Your moft obedient humble fervant, 
SAMUEL S. SMITH. 








Hiftory of feveral Cafes of Phthifis Pulmonalis treated with Mercury. 


Lewiftown, Mifflin county, ( Penn.) May 28, 1805. 


SiR, 


HE three following cafes of Phthifis Pulmonalis treated 
with mercury, I tranfmit you for publication in the Phi- 
ladelphia Medical Mufeum, if you fhould deem them worthy 


of infertion. 


In one cafe the mercury was ineffectual ; but this cafe can 





furnifh no objection to its ufe; on the contrary, it irrefiftibly 
enforces more feafonable application. Although the treatment 
of pulmonary confumption, by mercury, is pretty generally 
known, yet there ftill prevails fuch a degree of fcepticifm of its 
efficacy, amongft many of the phyficians, diftant from the city, 
as to render the publication of cafes, as they occur, highly necef- 
fary. Some have ufed it without fuccefs, which has deterred 
them from a fecond attempt. But it is not to be fuppofed that 


it can effect a cure in every inftance. Other difeafes, of much 
lefs force, have deftroyed life, notwithftanding they have had 
their appropriate remedies.---It is to be hoped that the doubts of 
medical men on this fubje€t, will fhortly be diffipated; and to 
furnifh my mite, the fubfequent cafes are fubmitted. 


I am, Sir, with refpect, 
Your moft obedient, 





WILLIAM WATSON. 


Dr. Joun ReEDMAN Coxe. 


#5 
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I WAS called, on the 8th of February, 1804, to vifit E. W. 
Hale, Efg. counfellor at law, a young gentleman about twenty- 
{even years of age, who, a few days before had been attacked 
with pneumonia, from great expofure to cold. He was able to 
walk about, but, contrary to his ufual appearance, was very 
much dejected, complained of laffitude, fever, and hard and 
dry cough; but unaccompanied. with pain in any part of 
the thorax; the pulfe {mall, but tenfe. I conceived his dif 
eafe to be a bad catarrh, but having fufpected, for fome months 
previous, that his lungs were in a very weak ftate, I felt a good 
deal apprehenfive cf the event. 

He was blooded, and took an emetic of ipecacuanha. His 
blood exhibited very evident marks of inflammation, and his 
pulfe rofe after the operation. I left him a few pills compofed of 
digitalis and opium, from which, in former cafes of this difeafe, 
I had experienced very happy effects; and, as I lived twelve 
miles diftant, I direéted him to be blooded next morning, if 
the cough and ftri€ture were not relieved. He was blooded the 
next morning, and I vifited him onthe roth. He had found 
no relief from the remedies mentioned, and the indication for 
blood-letting was greater than at any time before. I bled 
him; the blood was fizy and coated as in pleurify. I left 
him fome antimonial powders, compounded of nitre, tartarized 
antimony and calomel, ia the proportion direéted by Dr. Ruth. 
He was to take one every fecond hour till my return, and alfo 
to be blooded every day, if fever and ftri€ture were not abat- 
ed. On the r2th1 vifited him; he feemed much better; was 
able to walk about; but as the cough was ftill hard and 
dry, withftricture, he was again blouded, and directed to have 
the operation performed daily, till he could expectorate with 
freedom. The powders were repeated, foasto purge him 
and fweat him. On the 17th he fent for me: I found 
him much worfe: he was unable to leave his bed, fever 
very high, his.cheeks efflorefcent, and his pulfe frequent and 
tenfe. I bled him, and remained the night with him, and the 
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next morning bled him again. The blood was very inflammatory, 
but there was ftill no pain of the cheft. The antimonial powders 
were continued: they fweated him and purged him, but neither 
the cough, fever nor ftricture, were relieved. The 20th I faw 
him ; he complained much of weaknefs and a diftreffing tickling 
cough. His pulfe ftill indicated blood-letting ; the blood very 
inflammatory. I gave hima mixture of nitre and fpermaceti, 
in the yolk of an egg, which appeafed the tickling. The arte- 
rial aétion was now lefs convulfive, fever much moderated ; 
but the cough and oppreffion of the precordia continued with 
much diftrefs. From the commencement of the difeafe, he had 
expectorated after coughing, a little thin acrid matter mixed with 
{trie of florid blood. I now applied a bliftering plafter over 
each lobe of the lungs, fo large as to cover the whole anterior 
portion of the thorax. While the blifters were rifing he fweat- 
ed moft profufely. The blifters rofe well and excited fevere-{tran- 
gury, which I did not attempt to relieve as long as it could be 
borne, having obferved, in fevers, the happieft effects from this 
fymptom, in determining excitement from parts more effential 
to life. The ftrangury was removed by the fpiritus nitri dulcis. 
The cough was now very diftrefling, and expectoration by no 
means free; but there was a total change in the aétion of the pulfe. 
It was faltering and thread-like, and the coughing haraffed 
him fo much, that I was apprehenfive he could not furvive ma- 
ny hours. Profufe fweating and frequent deliquia animi: lauda- 
num was prefcribed, and to be repeated after fhort intervals, to 
prevent the torpor of indirect debility. He took a little Madei- 
ra wine frequently and fago gruel for food; with thefe he was 
{upported for feveral days. From his cough, hoarfenefs, ftric- 
ture, and the matter expectorated, being ftreaked with blood, 
I was fatisfied the difeafe had degenerated into phthifis pul- 
monalis- .At this time he was as much emaciated, as I had 
ever known a patient to be in the typhus ftate of the fame dif: 
eafe. 

It was then twenty-two days from the period of attack; J 
had no hopes of a recovery. He was unable to change his po- 
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fition in bed. A fevere hectic vifited him every afternoon, and 
he could not fpeak to be underftood. He took wine, lauda- 
num, opium, and fometimes bark; but they afforded a very 
temporary relief. 

I had feen, fome time ago, in the Medical Repofitory, three 
letters from Dr. Rufh to Dr. Miller, on the efficacy of mercury 
and tonic remedies in pulmonary confumption. I had attempt- 
ed this medicine with others, but they were too much exhauft- 
ed before they would fubmit to its adminiftration. I now 
began it with Mr. Hale, but doubted much whether ptyalifin 
could be excited. I dreaded that the excitability was too far 
exhaufted to favour the operation of any remedy. 

Half an ounce of ftrong mercurial ointment was directed to 
be rubbed into his fides and breaft every night, and two grains 
of calomel, with half a grain of opium to be taken every fourth 
hour. This prefcription was attended to till the 26th, when I faw 
him: the mercury had produced no affection of the flomach 
or inteftines. He had become coftive. In addition to former 
direétions another half ounce of the ointment was to be rub- 
bed into the fame parts every morning. The 28th, he had ftill 
no dejeétion from the bowels ; two laxative enemata were ad- 
miniftered in the courfe of the evening, which removed the 
conftipation. ‘The mercury was continued without any evident 
effe&t, either upon his mouth or upon his breath. In addi- 
tion tothe mercury already prefcribed, four grains of calomel 
were directed to be taken morning and evening, mixed witha 
little honey, which was to be diffolved in the mouth, with the 
intention of exciting aétion in the gums and falivary glands. 
On the 4th, there were no fymptoms of mercurial difeafe; the 
medicine did not even purge him. 

‘The mercury had now been taken for eleven days, in the 
quantities mentioned. He ceafed to take it internally, but two 
ounces of mercurial ointment were directed to be rubbed into 
his fides, breaft, and thighs, every twenty-four hours, and Ma- 
deira wine and Jaudanum to be given in {uch quantities, and 


repeated after fuch intervals, as might fupport the continued 
Vou. II. C 
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excitement of the medicine. They were prefcribed with the in- 
tention of raifing the fyftem, to that point, which would fa- 
vour the falutary operation of mercury. 6th, No fymptoms of 
ptyaliilm. oth, The fame; cough diftreffing, copious expectora- 
tion of pus and florid blood, excited with deep, fonorous, and 
difficult coughing. Heétic fever very high every afternoon. 

The vafcular fyftem, as well as the mufcles, were in the 
moft extreme ftate of debility. The mercury was ftill continu- 
ed externally, and bark given to fupport a more durable excite- 
ment, and laudanum to appeafe the diftrefs of coughing. His 
common drink, during the whole courfe of this treatment, was 
malt beer, in the ufual ftrength. sith, No change of fitua- 
tion. Bark did not agree well with his ftomach, and wine, 
foups, and opium, were adminiftered as a fubftitute. sgth, I 
vifited him,---the mercury had not atted. 

I then confulted, by letter, my ingenious friend Dr. Harris, 
of Bellefont, who, I had heard, had been fuccefsful in the cure 
of Phthifis Pulmonalis, with the mercurial treatment. He advif- 
ed the ufe of more durable ftimulants, as columbo, gentian, 
&c. and the application of flannel bandages faturated with 
mercurial ointment, to the breaft and fides, after removing the 
fkin by blifters ; but to precede the tonics with a naufeating 
dofe of tartarized antimony, to excite new action of the ftomach. 
A trial of the carbonic acid gas, as directed by Dr. Beddoes, 
was alfo recommended, either as a means of depriving the 
lungs of the ufual quantity of oxygen, the principle of inflam- 
mation and ulceration, or as a vulnerary. The naufeating 
dofe was immediately prefcribed, the blifter applied to the 
breaft and ribs, and columbo given in fubftance, mixed with 
beer. This was done on the 17th.—r19th, His condition as 
ufual. The faturated bandages were now applied. Calomel 
was rubbed into the mouth and gums, and mercurial ointment 
was rubbed into his throat. He inhaled, during feveral days, 
the carbonic acid gas froma tube placed in his mouth, when it 
was difcontinued, as well from its apparent inutility, as from a 
fuppofition that it might impede the ptyalitic excitement of mer- 
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cury by difoxygenating the fyftem. He alternated the durable 
{timulants, columbo, gentian, orange peeling and bark, with 
one another, tillthe 26th, when calomel and opium were given 
in dofes of a grain each, every fourth hour. The ftimulants 
were continued, the calomel rubbed into his cheeks and gums 
twice a day, and the ointment into the throat as often. The 
bandages were renewed after being faturated, every twenty- 
four hours. 

His mouth had been fore from the commencement of the dif- 
eafe; but it now exhibited evident fymptoms of the operation of 
mercury; his breath alfo indicated the a¢tion of the medicine ; 
but all the fymptoms of pulmonic difeafe continued with unabat- 
ed violence. 29th, His mouth ulcerated, but no appearance of 
ptyalifm. April 2d, The falivation had not begun, nor did 
his mouth appear more affected. From the 21ft ultimo I had 
difcovered forenefs of the gums from the mercury. At this 
time, I had it in view to try the nitric acid, to haften the ptya- 
litic aétion, but when I returned on the 4th the falivation 
had begun. 

Thus, after having {pent forty-tws days in the moft affidu- 
ous atte:npts to falivate him; with unfpeakable joy I fucceeded, 
after having preicribed two hundred and twenty-two grains of 
calomel, and thirty ounces of mercurial ointment, compofed of 
two parts axunge, and one part hydrargyrus. ‘The ftimulants 
mentioned were continued, and the mercury as before, and he 
had ufed a cordial and ftimulating diet, from the tranfition of 
exceflive to deficient excitement of the mufcular and vafcular 
iyftems. 

8th, He falivated about two pints in the twenty-four hours. 
The cough had abated in frequency and violence. ‘The faturat- 
ed bandages were fuffered to remain, but the calomel and opi- 
um were withheld. 12th, The falivation had increafed to 
three pints, the cough perfectly eafy, and the quantity of pus 
expectorated, much diminifhed. 16th, The mouth and fauces 
very much {welled, falivation very profufe. The columbo, &c. 
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were withheld, and laudanum directed to be frequently taken, 
and a gargle of borax and honey diffolved in tepid water, dili- 
gently ufed. roth, The difcharge of purulent matter had dif- 
appeared, and the cough had entirely left him. At this time, 
from two to three quarts of faliva daily flowed from his mouth. 
The emaciation was extreme, and he had not as yet been able to 
raife himfelf from his bed. His appetite good. He now took 
columbo in infufion, cordial diet, and laudanum. The fa- 
turated bandages were directed to be removed; but owing to 
a miftake in the attendants, they were fuffered to remain on till 
the rftof May. At this time he could walk through the room, 
although the falivation had not abated in the leaft, and the ema- 
ciation was, if poflible, greater. The bandages were now re- 
moved. He continued the columbo, gentian, &c. and on the 
11th, the ptyalifm began to abate, but did not altogether leave 
him till the 15th of June---all which time he took the durable 
{ftimulants in diminifhed quantities, cordial diet, wine, beer, 
and London porter. 

‘The recovery of health was rapid; but hoarfenefs and weak- 
nefs of the voice remained. He was directed to take garlic dai- 
ly, which removed thefe fymptoms about two months after. 
He is now more lufty than he had ever been before; but occa- 
fionally feels a pain in his breaft from clofe reading or writing, 
which leaves him when he rides or exercifes. From the 22d 
of February he drank half a gallon of beer daily. Five weeks 
of the time he was under the operation of mercury, he never 
{poke, on account of the tumefa¢tion and forenefs of his mouth, 
tongue, and fauces. 

He had the remittent fever flightly, the autumn before he 
was attacked with pneumonia; till that time he had been very 
healthy, and fomewhat corpulent- The difeafe was not here- 
ditary, nor had he any appearance of mal-formation of the 
thorax. Since his recovery, he has been perfectly healthy, 
except that he had a few fits of vernal intermittent, in the laft 
month. 
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I was called on the roth of April, 1804, to vifit Mrs. Ir- 
vine, a married lady of delicate habit, about thirty years of age, 
who had been afflifted with cough and pain of the cheft, for 
eighteen months before. She was confined to bed, much emaci- 
ated, with inceffant cough, and purulent expectoration, no appe- 
tite, he€tic fever in the afternoon, pulfe quick, frequent and irre- 
gular, oppreffion and dyfpncoea, efpecially on the flighteft mo- 
tion. She had borne three children, and from the birth of the 
laft, the had dated her difeafe. 

I took away a few ounces of blood, gave her the antimonial 
powders, and direéted two drachms of mercurial ointment to be 
rubbed into her fides and breaft every night. 13th, Her mouth 
fore, gums fwelled, and ptyalifm begun. I was fuddenly call- 
ed toher to-day, when I found her in an hyfteric paroxy{fm. I 
gave her a few drops of vitriolic sether, which, after two or 
three repetitions relieved the paroxy{m. 

About two o’clock the next morning, I was fent for, in 
the utmoft hatte, to vifit her. When I arrived, I found the 
attendants fupporting her in the bed, in a fainting fit. In her 
fleep fhe had been attacked with menorrhagia, and the dif- 
charge was fo profufe as to induce deliquium, before it was 
difcovered. No pulfe could be diftinguifhed, and the difcharge 
continued without abatement. I gave her a little laudanum, 
and directed one of the attendants to introduce flour into the 
vagina, and prefs upon it with the hand; and as foon as fhe 
could {wallow with freedom, I gave her kino and alum rup. 
She took them in fuch quantities, and repeated with as much 
frequency as her ftomach would bear. The difcharge, howe- 
ver, did not abate. . I was afraid to apply cold water, by rea- 
fon of the mercury; but I foon faw it muft be ufed or my 
patient muft fink. Cold water was then applied to the abdo- 
men, perineum, &c. the windows were opened, and fhe was 
direéted to drink cold water. The difeafe abated foon after, 
and ceafed in two or three days. I looked forward with much 
anxiety for the confequence; but on the rsth her throat, fau- 
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ces, tongue, &c. {welled aftonifhingly, but her breathing was 
not much impeded, and I was now relieved from my apprehen- 
fions. ‘The tumefaction of the throat was fo great as to prevent 
fwallowing. For ten days fhe was fupported by injections of 
broth ; but the fwelling then gave way to bliftering on the 
back of the neck and around the throat, and borax as a gar- 
gle. 22d, Salivated about a pint daily: the mercurial fric- 
tions were continued. May rift, Salivation profufe, cough 
and purulent expectoration much abated. gth, Cough and 
expectoration ceafed. 14th, Mercurial frictions were difcon- 
tinued, and an infufion of columbo with wine and a cordial di- 
et, were recommended to betaken. She was exceflively weak, 
but after this time recovered ftrength daily. 26th, Salivation 
abated, which left herthe 7th of June. She continued to take 
columbo, gentian, bark, and orange peeling, in fucceffion, till 
the ift of Auguft, when her ftrength was quite reftored. She 
is now much more healthy and ftrong than fhe has been for 
feveral years. 

Miss Lyon, a young lady of twenty three years of age, put 
herfelf under my care in May, 1804. She laboured under 
phthifis pulmonalis for eighteen months ortwo years. She was 
much emaciated, had hectic fever, night {weats, did not cough 
much, nor did her cough agitate her; but fhe expectorated very 
freely, had great weaknefs, and was very averfe from motion 
or exercife. I gave her calomel and opium, and directed mer- 
curial ointment to be rubbed into her fides and breaft. The 
mercury preduced no effect. A large blifter was applied to 
her breaft and ribs, and faturated bandages applied as in the 
cafe of Mr. Hale, but ftill without effect. Blifters were then 
applied to the inner fides of her thighs and under her arms, 
and dreffed with mercurial ointment and calomel united. She 
took infufion of columbo through the day, in fuch quantities as 
her ftomach would bear, and opium at night. Thefe remedies 
were continued for fix weeks without any abatement of pul- 
monary difeafe, and without exciting the leaft aétion in the 
gums, fauces, throat, or falivary glands, when fhe died a la- 
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mentable inftance of too late application ;---the excitability be- 


ing exhaufted below that point, in which mercury will excite 
difeafe. 
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On the diuretic Effects of Mercury in a Cafe of Syphilis. By 
James S. Srrincuam, M. D. Profeffor of Chemifiry in Co- 
lumbia College, Sc. 


New-York, Fune 10, 1805. 


SIR, 


{HOULD the enclofed cafe of the diuretic effeéts of mer- 

cury, and its confequent inefficacy for the complete remo- 

val of venereal fymptoms, be deemed worthy a place in your 
very ufeful work, it is altogether at your fervice. 

Permit me to take this opportunity of expreffing my earneft 
with that your labours for the promotion of medical and _phi- 
lofophical knowledge, may meet with that liberal affiftance and 
encouragement, to which objects fo important areentitled. A 
candid and judicious periodical work containing a corre¢t hif- 
tory of facts, uninfluenced by the peculiar hypothefes of its 
editors, has for fome time paft been a defideratum in our 
country, for fupplying which our attention is now principally 
direéted to the efforts of our medical brethren in Philadelphia. 


Tam, Sir, with refpect, 
your very humble fervant, 


JAMES S. STRINGHAM. 


Dr. Joun RepMan Coxe. 
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A B , the fubject of the following cafe, applied to 
me early in the month of October laft in confequence of a 
{mall ulcer in the throat, which he fufpeéted to be the effect 
of a fyphilitic taint, as he had had chancres during the fummer 
before. It appeared that for the cure of thefe he had taken a 
very confiderable quantity of mercury, though his mouth had 
been but flightly affected by it. I advifed him again to adopt 
a mercurial courfe ; and for this purpofe furnifhed him with 
the pilule hydrargyri of the Ed. Pharm. Of thefe he began 
with one, morning and evening, but finding no inconvenience 
of the ftomach or bowels from them, he gradually increafed 
the quantity to eight each day. Thefe, together with the de- 
coét. lignor. were continued from the 30th of O€tober to the 
1gth of December, when by my particular requeft he defifted 
from any further ufe of the remedy. I was much furprifed 
to find that, notwithftanding the great number of pills which 
he had taken, and the great quantity of mercury which muft 
neceffarily have been introduced into his fyftem, no perceptible 
effects had been produced either upon the falivary glands, the 
gums, or the breath. On inquiry, he informed me that he 
had fometimes experienced a flight forenefs of rhe mouth while 
taking the pills, that this was foon fucceeded by an unufual 
flow of urine, after which every trace of the mercury entirely 
difappeared. ‘This prefented to mea cafe of a complexion en- 
tirely novel, and I determined to make another effort to pro- 
duce an effe€t which I confidered as effential to his fafety. 
Accordingly, he again commenced taking mercury combined 
with opium, and every precaution was taken to guard againft 
its action as a diuretic—but in vain; no fooner was any part of 
the fauces affected by the medicine, than a preternatural fe- 
cretion took place in the kidneys; and although he continued 
to take his pills regularly, his mouth became found as though 
they had never been exhibited. With refpect to his throat, 
the ulcer began to mend fhortly after he commenced the mer- 
curial courfe, and in about three weeks entirely difappeared ; 
but it has fince occafionally returned, though by the applica- 
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tion of cauftic it was removed in two or three days. I may 
remark, that during the exhibition of the mercury, neither 
the ftomach nor bowels of my patient were in any way affected 
by it. 

It is very poffible that cafes of a fimilar kind may have occur- 
red in the private practice of other phyficians, but I do not re- 
collect that any inftance has been recorded, where fuch a regu- 
lar determination to the kidneys took place from the action of 
mercury, fo effectually counteracting the objects for which it 
was intended. I confefs that I feel no fmall degree of embar- 
raffment with refpeét to that plan of treatment which will 
moft effectually guard againft the recurrence of fyphilitic 
fymptoms ip this cafe, and more particularly as to what are the 
data, on which I may venture to pronounce my patient fecured 
againft any future inconvenience from his prefent infection. 

I have heard phyficians complain of the great difficulty they 
fometimes found in producing falivation. May not the fame 
obftacle have exifted in fuch inftances as in the cafe juft re- 
lated ? And where too profufe a falivation fupervenes, may we 
not infer from this cafe, that diuretics are the moft effectual 
means by which to procure an alleviation of fymptoms ? 








An Account of a remarkable Child born at Woburn, in New-Eng- 
land, April, A.D. 1771. By Dr. Benjamin Tuompson, of 
Concord, in New-Hamp/fbire ; with a plate. 


N the beginning of April 1771, the wife of William Johnfon 

of Woburn, (a woman of a {trong robuft conftitution, aged 
about 38 years) was delivered of her feventh child, after having 
been pregnant about eight months anda half. Having heard 
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that there was fomething extraordinary in the form of the child, 
I went to fee it, and found the following particulars, viz. 

1. A remarkable feparation of the frontal bones, extending 
from the coronal future quite down to the nofe; leaving an 
opening between the bones about an inch in width in the wid- 
eft part, covered by the cutis, which was exceedingly thin and 
tranfparent; the edges of the bones, and the veffels of the 
dura mater appearing quite plain through it. 

2. A complete hare-lip. 

3. There was not the leaft appearance of any thing like an 
arm, fcapula, clavicula, or ribs on the left fide. ‘The common 
integuments being continued from the fpine of the vertebre to 
the /fernum, ferved as a covering to the left lobe of the lungs, 
heart, &c, the latter of which pufhed the fkin outwards in the 
form of a large tumor. 

4, From the anterior and /uperior part of the /fernum, pro- 
jected a fmall body about an inch and a half in length ; in form 
and fize very much refembling the fluger of a child. 

5. The diftance between the {pine of the os ilium and the 
articulation of the Aumerus with the /capula, was very {mall; 


which at firft led me to imagine that fome of the vertebra of 


the back or loins were wanting: but upon a more nice exami- 
nation I found, that this apparent fhortnefs of the abdomen arofe 
from a very remarkable curvature of the /umbar, and two or 
three of the dor/al vertebra forwards, in fuch a manner that the 
diftance between the os /acrum, and the eighth or ninth verte- 
bra of the back was fcarcely half aninch. ‘The fkin and com- 
mon integuments being continued in a ftraight line from the 
back to the os facrum, it rendered the curvature lefs confpicu- 
ous externally. This bend of the vertebrae being directly for- 
wards, it rendered the cavity of the abdomen exceedingly fmall, 
and irregular: but the abdominal vifcera were by no means 
fmall in proportion to the capacity of the abdomen, but rather 
exceflively large, even when confidered with refpect to the bulk 
of the child. 
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The cutis paffing from the fernum obliquely downwards to 
the pofferior part of the ofa iii, and from thence being con- 
nected to the upper edge of each os slium and the offa pubis, it 
left the anterior and Jateral parts of the abdomen without any 
appearance of fkin, abdominal mufcles, or any other integument 
fave only the peritoneum, which (projecting outwards through 
this aperture) contained the abdominal vifcera in the form of 
a vaft faccus. 

6. ‘The bones, mufcles, and integuments, of the pelvis and 
thighs ; the figure and fituation of the parts of generation, &c. 
all feemed to be propertoamale. ‘The left leg was confiderably 
crooked and irregular... Both feet were very much deform- 
ed; the fole of the left turning almoft dire&tly upwards and 
outwards, and the four fmaller toes of the right growing to- 
gether by pairs, each toe having a feparate nail. ‘The bones, 
mut{cles, fkin, &c. of the right fhoulder, arm and hand, were 
proper, to external appearance. The mu/culi maftoidei arofe from 
the /fernum as is common; and all the other parts of the child 
(fo far as I vas able to determine) were natural in form and 
fituation, as far as was confiftent with their dependence upon, 
and relation to, thofe parts which were wanting and deformed. 
But as I was not permitted to examine the body any further, I 
am not certain but that there were other remarkable mifcon- 
formations internally: as to its external appearance the in- 
clofed drawing is a pretty exact reprefentation, being a copy 
from one which I drew when I went to fee the child, and which 
was thought by all prefent to be a great likenefs. 

The want of abdominal mufcles, and ribs on the left fide, ren- 
dered refpiration impoffible ; but though the Jungs were never 
inflated, yet the circulation was carried on for more than an 
hour after the wsbilical veffels were divided, as I was informed 
by the furgeon who delivered the woman; and alfo that dur- 
ing that time the child was frequently feen to move its head, 
hand, &c. It is very improbable that the furgeon (who was a 
very judicious gentleman) and other perfons who were prefent, 
fhould be deceived with regard to the circulation after deli- 
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very; for the left fide being deftitute of ribs, as before men- 
tioned, the motion of the heart was feen very plainly through 
the fkin, pleura, &c. 

Upon afking the mother whether fhe had met with any 
accident (fuch as a fall, fright, or the ike) during her preg- 
nancy, which fhe thought might occafion the deformity of the 
child; fhe told me fhe had met with nothing extraordinary, 
nor did fhe at all expeét to have been the forrowful mother of 
fuch a monftrous infant. 


AN EXPLANATION OF THE DRAWING. 


A. Reprefents the opening in the cranium. 

B. A hare-lip. 

C. A {mall body projecting from the fternum. 
D. The bowels lying without the abdomen. 
KE. A club-foot. 

F. The toes growing together by pairs. 








An account of a Cafe of Fever and Pain from Rheumatifin, being 
relieved by the difcharge of electric Sparks from the Body. By 
Francis JoHnson, 4/9. near Philadelphia. 


OR many years, I had, from a variety of obfervations 

made upon my own perfon and health, conceived, that 
good health depended upon an exact equilibrium of the electric 
fluid being kept up within my fyftem. I frequently found, 
on experiment, that if my pulfe was languid, and my fpirits 
depreffed, my frame received with avidity (if I may fo ex- 
prefs myfelf) the ele€tric fluid from any proper apparatus ; but 
until about the years 1791 or 17y2, I never contemplated that 
my health depended fo much upon this fluid (if a redundancy 
of it was within me) being immediately ejected or drawn out. 
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In the fall of that period, for two fucceflive days and nights, 
I felt. feverifh, with a total lofs. of appetite, a parched fkin, 
with violent rheumatic pains in my head, breaft, back and fto- 
mach. Late in the evening of the laft day, being frofty wea- 
ther, I drew from my pocket a new filk handkerchief which 
Thad juft purchafed with fome others of the like kind, then 
in another pocket; and asI entered my own door, being in 
great pain, I rubbed my head with it with much agitation and 
exertion, and immediately perceived and heard the electric {parks 
proceed from thence moff abundantly. then drew the hand- 
kerchief frequently through my hands from one extremity of 
it to the other, during all which time, 7#, or J, emitted a conti- 
nued ftream of /parkling, crackling and audible fire. 

As foon as I entered my common back parlour, or apart- 
ment which my family ufually occupied during the fall and 
winter, I luckily met with a humber of my friends and con- 
nections, fome of whom, it is true, were juvenile, others how- 
ever were of maturer years and of fcientific knowledge, to 
whom I communicated this remarkable phenomenon, and 
whom I requefted to make the like experiment with the Aand- 
herchief which I had done. Accordingly feveral of them did fo ; 
but none of them having fever, any chronic complaint, or 
littlefs or reftlefs moments, but being all in perfect health, (I 
repeat it) none of them did, or could produce the /ike effeét. 

An hour only elapfed, until I exhibited in the fame neigh- 
bourhood, among three or four friends, the extraordinary 
manner (as already ftated) in which I could emit the electric 
fluid through the medium of my manual operation on the filk 
handkerchief. Ata fmall diftance from the place of my laft 
operation (if I may fo call it), I met fome others of my affoci- 
ates at the houfe of one of my moft particular friends. At this 
place I felt much better in point of health, that is, my fever 
had confiderably abated, the irritation of my nerves had fub- 
fided much, and my rheumatifm (the principal caufe of my 
complaint) was nearly removed; hence the cleric fluid or fire, 
or by whatever other name it may be exprefled, was not fo 
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vivid or luminous or abundant as it had been, yet ftill I per- 
formed the operation as heretofore ftated, while thofe in good 
health around me could not do fo. On my return home the 
Jame evening, I felt myfelf perfectly relieved from fever and 
pain, and with all my repeated endeavours could not emit one 
fingle {park of electricity. From the foregoing data, my co- 
rollary is—** That good health depends much upon an exa? equi- 
librium being kept up, of the electric fluid within eur [yftem.” 
Whether any, or what effects may be produced from the re- 
lation of the faé?s which are here ftated, J know not. My fin- 
cere wifh is, that they may prove ufeful to thofe perfons whofe 
ftudy and bufinefs it is to colleé&t and apply fuch faés for the 
improvement of the healing art, and the benefit of mankind. 








Account of the Efficacy of copious Blood-letting in a Wound of the 
Lungs, Sc. By Dr. Hucu G. Suaw. 
Germantown, 24th February, 1796. 
Dear Sir, 

EARLY had it in contemplation to communicate to you 
the following remarkable cafe of a wound in the lungs, 
which came under Dr. Martin’s and my obfervation, the laft 
fummer. Your late requeft to the Doctor, has confirmed me 
in my intention. I therefore proceed to lay it before you, 

relying on your ufual candour to point out its imperfeétions. 
Henry Oelman, an active man, about forty years of age, a 
native of Germany, on the evening of the 18th of June laft, 
in attempting to jump from a hay-loft window into a wag- 
gon, fell upon one of the ledge-pins, which penetrated be- 
tween the fecond and third falfe ribs of the right fide, in an 
oblique diretion upwards. The feat of the accident being at 
Mr. Abraham Rittenhoufe’s, two miles from Germantown, an 
hour had nearly elapfed before we faw him. On inquiring 
into particulars, his companions of the meadow informed us, 
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“that he had turned half round on the pin, in order to dif- 
engage himfelf, before they could relieve him ; and that a 
ftout man, with much difficulty, raifed him off, fupported in 
his arms”. On examining the wound and the inftrument, we 
found it had paffed eight-and-an-half inches, (that extremity 
being three and one-eighth inches in circumference) and, in 
its progrefs, wounded the anterior portion of the right lobe of 
the Jungs. 

This we were fatisfied in, from plainly diftinguifhing with 
the finger, the lacerated parts, when we placed him in differ- 
ent pofitions. 

The intercoftal artery, although doubtlefs abraded, was not 
ruptured ; the hemorrhage, however, was confiderable. On 
withdrawing the finger, a great quantity of air rufhed from 
the wound. Having made ufe of the common method of ex- 
pelling the remainder of what entered there, we dreffed it 
with a pledget of fimple ointment. At this time, the hemor- 
rhage externally, had ftopped. He complained of violent op- 
preflion; his pulfe tenfe and depreffed, his breathing very dif- 
ficult, though he {poke pretty diftin@tly. As quickly as cir- 
cumftances would admit, we took thirty-two ounces of blood 
from him, after which he faid he felt greatly relieved. In or- 
der to empty the inteftines, he was afterwards ordered a {mart 
purge. ‘The next morning at five o’clock we faw him. His 
purge had operated, and he flept tolerably well the remain- 
der of the night; but then complained of a fevere pain and 
oppreffion acrofs the inferior part of the thorax, as far as the 
icrobiculus cordis. ‘The blood drawn the evening before was 
not remarkably fizy. I immediately took away eighteen ounces 
more: his pulfe, which before was uncommonly tenfe, now 
became (fofter and fuller, and he faid he was much eafier. I 
difcovered that one of the family, in order to gratify his ac- 
cuftomed fondnefs for {trong liquors, and willing, as he faid, to 
comfort him in his laft moments, had given him a glafs or two 
of fpirits. We took the alarm, and determining to adhere 
clofely to the antiphlogiftic plan, ftri€tly enjoined the neceffity 


= 











a 
* 








24 Shaw, on Blood-letting in a Wound of the Lungs, Sc. 


of avoiding any thing the leaft {pirituous, and ordered him to 
live on weak gruel, chicken water, &c. which I believe, ex- 
cept in one inftance, was punétually complied with. I con- 
fefs I was remifs in not enforcing this earlier. We immedi- 
ately put him on the ufe of nitre and the vegetable acids. 
We were fearful of joining tart. emet. to the nitre, left the 
quantity*neceffary to fupport a gentle diaphorefis, might ex- 
cite vomiting. We ordered, asa laxative, occafional dofes of 
the ol. ricini, which he faid he could take better than any 
other medicine. At twelve o’clock, I found his pulfe hard, 
accompanied with no fmall degree of dyfpnoea. The feat of 
the moft confiderable pain was pofteriorly along the lower 
falfe ribs. ‘This I attributed to an accumulation of extravafated 
blood. I took away ten ounces, dreffed the wound and found 
its appearance favourable. In the evening, I obferved that 
the blood taken at noon was much more fizy than either of the 
preceding. From this circumftance, and the ftill exifting pain- 
ful and oppreffive fymptoms, I was readily induced to repeat 
the bleeding to the amount of ten ounces. This bleeding, he 
faid, fenfibly relieved him, more particularly his breathing. 
Saturday morning, 2oth, I found him much better; the 
wound difcharging a laudable pus; his pulfe pretty regular, 
breathing tolerably eafy; almoft clear of pain; his bowels 
quite free. I therefore did not bleed him, but I had after- 
wards reafon to repent that I had not; for at twelve o’clock, 
a meflenger came up and told me * he was dying!” I went 
down immediately, and found him in violent pain, delirious, 
with a quick tente pulfe, and great difficulty of breathing. On 
applying the ligature with a view to take more blood, I was 
furprifed to find that it would not flow as ufual, from the 
firft orifice ; T immediately enlarged the orifice, to twice the 
fize, when to my aftonifhment, the blood pafled off in a thick 
and grumous ftate, with confiderably large clots. I was con- 
vinced from this appearance, that a reabforption had taken place. 
After lofing twelve ounces he declared himfelf “ another man.” 
Dr. Martin in the evening found his pulfe at 85, and full, his 
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appetite remarkably good, as from the beginning. He took away 
eight ounces of blood, ftill dark and grumous ; and ordered 
him fome fruit jellies. Sunday, 21ft, His pulfe unufually full 
and quick. On inquiry, I found that he had eaten meat, con- 
trary to our ftricteft orders. I took away ten ounces of ‘blood, 
which ran freely from the firft orifice, and appeared much 
thinner than any of the preceding. He continued pretty eafy 
all that day and the next, requiring only two fmall bleedings 
(fixteen ounces.) Tuefday, 23d, Refted very well the night 
before; his pulfe foft and regular ; appetite good; fo well as 
to fit in a chair and have the wound dreffed, which was now 
nearly clofed. Wednefday, Continues free from pain, except 
alittle in the right fhoulder. Thurfday, 25th, One. of his 
friends came to me in a great hurry, and told me he was dan- 
geroufly ill. On my arrival I found his fituation truly alarm- 
ing: a ftrong hard pulfe, fkin and tongue dry, violent pain 
in the head and breaft, dyfpnoea, delirium. On inquiring 
into the caufe of this dreadful change, the family informed me, 
“that he had imprudently dreffed himfelf, the day before, and 
fat by an open window, while it rained; that he frequently 
put his head out and got wet.” I once more had recourfe to 
the lancet, and took away twenty-eight ounces of the purple 
fluid ; on which he exclaimed, * that he felt himfelf in a new 
world.” Inthe evening he told me the mercurial pills I ordered 
had .operated very well, but that he ftill felt a good deal 
of pain and oppreffion; his pulfe full and veins turgid. I 
bled him twenty-four ounces, which inftantly relieved his pain 
and oppreffed refpiration. 

The two fucceeding days paffed without any fymptom of 
danger or alarm. Sunday, 27th, Dr. Martin vifited him; 
found his pulfe full and about 80; had flept tolerably; the 
wound almoft healed; took away ten ounces. At half paft three 
I found him cheerful; his pulfe 75; had two evacuations from 
having taken fome caftor oil in the morning. He faid the only 
pain was two inches tranfverfely from the wound. The blood 
taken in the morning contained a confiderable proportion of 
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craffamentum, with but little ferum. Half paft nine, continues 
better, though there is a confiderable degree of aétion in his 
pulfe. He fat in a chair and was bled (ad deliquium) eight ounces, 
appearance black and grumous. His pulfe rofe confiderably 
after the bleeding. Some pain ftill continued in his right 
fhoulder. Monday, 28th, Complains of great weaknefs; pulfe 
is quick, but not full. I took fix ounces of blood away, after 
which he affured me he was entirely clear of pain, except, as he 
expreffed it, ‘* a little between the meat and the ribs,” the 
wound cicatrizing. The next day I found him fitting up, and 
in high fpirits. He faid he felt well enough to ride home, 
which was half a mile, and anxioufly wifhed to obtain per- 
miffion ; this I peremptorily refufed. I continued to vifit him 
for three days. On the fourth I was much furprifed, in paffing 
his own houfe, to fee him at the window. On my reproving 
him, he apologized, by anfwering, that he became impatient 
to get home to his family, and had rode up that morning 
without the leaft inconvenience. In twenty days from the ac- 
cident, he made a pair of fhoes. We have been under the ne- 
ceffity of bleeding him feveral times fince, at feven or eight 
weeks interval. 

Many cafes have fince offered, which indifpenfably required 
venefection ; particularly that of Mifs Norton, at the Rifing Sun, 
who, in fix days, loft one hundred ounces of blood: both ta- 
bles of the frontal bone having been dreadfully fra€tured, by 
the overfetting of a chair. 


Your affured friend 


and humble fervant, 


HUGH J. SHAW. 
Dr. BENJAMIN RusH. 
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On the Efficacy of Blood-letting in Rigidity of the Os Externum. 
By Dr. Wo. DeweEEs. 


Philadelphia, April s/f, 1805. 
DEAR Sir, 

OME time fince, the editors of the Medical Repofitory,* did 
S me the favour to publith a defperate cafe of midwifery 
fuccefsfully treated, by copious blood-letting: deeming the 
fubjeét of fome importance, and feveral fimilar cafes having 
occurred fince; I take the liberty of fending you three, felect- 
ed from others of minor confequence, for your perufal. 
Should you think them worthy of a place in your ufeful Mufe- 
um, I fhall be gratified in having them thus diftinguifhed. 


WILLIAM DEWEES. 
Dr. Joun RepMan Coxe. 


Case I. 


ON the 12th September, 1798, I was requefted to vifit the 
wife of Samuel Griffith, in confultation with Dr. Jones. Mrs. 
G , 1 was informed by the Doétor, had been in labour fix- 
teen hours ; the waters were evacuated early in her labour ; her 
pains, frequent and brifk; but, there was not the leaft difpo- 
fition in the foft parts to dilate.+ 

I fat down to examine our patient, and found the os externum 
{carcely large enough to admit the finger, and it was mount- 





* Vol. 2d, p. 24. 

+ This patient, like the one whofe cafe was formerly given, had fuffered a 
laceration of the perineum to a very great extent ; the parts after a confiderable 
lapfe of time healed up, but fo unfortunately, as to almoft entirely obliterate the 
vagina. 1 was called upon for my advice when in this fituation, and found the 
cafe truly diftrefling ; the paflage or vagina was fo contracted as not to excced in 
fize acommon quill; the parts extremely callous; and a conftant and profufe dil- 
charge of fetid acrid pus, kept the poor woman in a continued ftate of mifery 
and ill health. My friend Dr. Phyfick was alfo confulted; by a perfevering ufe 
ef fponge tents, &c. the parts became fufficiently dilated to admit imperfectly 
the venereal cengrefs ; foon after fhe became pregnant, and the confequences of 
this pregnancy furnifh the above cafe. 
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ed up clofely againft the fymphyfis pubis, in confequence of 
the perineum being very much diftended by the head of the 
child. ‘The os uteri was rigid and but little opened---a kind of 
bridle or fmall column of flefh ran from the inferior edge of 
the os pubis and loft itfelf in the perineum below ; againft this, 
the head was firmly preffed. ‘The head was fituated naturally, 
and fo far advanced, that the vertex was about to emerge from 
under the arch of the pubes, covered with the uterus; it had 
been thus fixed for nearly fix hours previous to my feeing this 
patient ; and all that had been done, was, the occafional exhi- 
bition of tinét. opii. with fteady preflure againft the perineum 
to prevent the efcape of the head through it. In this fituation 
of affairs what was to be done? 

My ingenious and much lamented friend Dr. E. Smith of 
New York, immediately after the receipt of my former cafe, 
{uggefted the trial of an infufion of tobacco in fimilar cafes, to 
fuperfede the ufe of fuch extenfive bleeding as had been em- 
ployed in it; affirming its effects were very fimilar to thofe 
produced by copious blood-letting---fuch as naufea, vomiting, 
fyncope, and confequently relaxation. ‘The idea pleafed me, 
and I was determined to employ it the firft opportunity: the 
cafe under confideration I believed to be as favourable a ore as 
could occur, and accordingly propofed it to Dr. Jones; he 
cheerfully acquiefced in its trial; a {trong infufion was made 
of the tobacco, and a quantity of it with fome difficulty, after 
feveral ineffectual trials, was thrown up the rectum. It pro- 
duced great ficknefs, vomiting and fainting; but the defired 
relaxation did not take place; we waited fome time longer, 
but with no better fuccefs. In the courfe of an hour or 
an hour and an half, the more diftrefling fymptoms pro- 
duced by the infufion wore off, and refolving to give the 
remedy every chance in our power, we got our patient with 
fome difficulty, to confent to another application of it. Its effects 
were as before---great diftrefs---without the fmalleft benefit; 
the foft parts remaining equally rigid, as before its exhibition. 
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Suppofing the bridle juft fpoken of might have fome influ- 
ence on the developement of the external parts, I divided it, 
but without any evident good refulting from it. I now pro- 
pofed the remedy that had fo completely fucceeded in a former 
cafe; bleeding nearly to fainting: this was confented to. We 
had our patient placed on her feet; taking care to have the 
perineum well guarded during the operation. Upon taking 
away about ten ounces of blood fhe became very faint;* fhe 
was immediately laid upon her bed; the moft complete relax- 
ation had taken place; the forceps were applied, and our pa- 
tient was delivered in a very few minutes of a fine healthy girl. 
The mother was put comfortably to bed, and every thing went 
on in the ordinary way until the fixth day, when fhe was feiz- 
ed with a violent cholera morbus and convulfions, (to which 
complaints fhe was fubject) and died in twelve hours. 


* The fubject of this cafe was a delicate woman, and wont to become very 
faint upon the lofs of a little bleod. The difpofition te fyncope has frequently 


aided me in obftetric cafes, where this {tate was an object in practice; it is well. 


to inquire if this peculiarity exifts, as, taking advantage of it, by placing our pa~ 
tients in an erect pofture, we are enabled to effec by the lofs of a few ounces of 
blood, what could not be obtained in a fupine one by the lofs of very many. 
This circumftance may alfo aid the timid practitioner, who may be afraid to ven- 
ture on the great depletion that fometimes becomes neceflary to produce this ef= 
fect, when this fituation is not attended to. I have therefore always placed my 
patients on their feet, when practicable, before I opened the vein. We may alfo 
{pare ourfelves a great deal of trouble, and our patients much anxiety, in cafes of 
tedious labour, from the unwillingnefs of the foft parts to dilate, where this dif- 
pofition to fyncope from the lofs of a few ounces of blood when in an erec& pof- 
ture obtains, by taking advantage of this peculiarity. Few women object to 
being bled during labour, nay, they for the moft part think it indifpenfable when 
the labour has been protracted. The confent, therefore, of the patient and her 
friends is eafily obtained; all we have to do is, to conceal from them our with to 
have her become faint. Should fhe faint we can readily fatisfy them, by calling 


to their recollection, it is common to her from bleeding, and that it will be ufeful 
to her. In this way, we can very often fhorten a labour many hours, when 
we might not be able te obtain the confent of our patient, or we ourfelves think 
it neceflary, to bleed her to the extent of forty or fifty ounces. 
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This cafe, notwithftanding its ultimately unfortunate termi- 
nation, fully eftablifhes the influence of blood-letting in this 
very diftrefling kind of rigidity ; and proves it to act differently 
from tobacco, notwithftanding the latter produces naufea, vo- 
miting and fyncope; and alfo, that, the quantity of blood loft 
in fome inftances may be very fmall, to induce the defired 
relaxation. 

We conceive, that no poffible blame can be attached to the 
bleeding in this cafe, as the woman was very brave until the 
fixth day, when, a difeafe, to which fhe was fubject, fupervened 
and: carried her off. 


Cass IE 


On the 26th September, 1800, I was called to the wife of 
Michael Falkrod at Frankford, in confultation with Dr. Ruan. 
She ‘had been in labour twelve or fourteen hours, with her fe- 
cond child; * the pains frequent and ftrong; the waters dif- 
charged fome time; the head was fituated favourably, and 
completely occupied the vagina; the perineal tumour large; 
the os externum not larger than a common finger ring; ad- 
mitting the finger with fome difficulty in the abfence of pain; 
during pain, thrown up againft the inferior edge of the pubes in 
fuch a manner, as not to admit the finger or allow it to be re- 
tained if previoufly introduced. Externally, a ftrong cicatrix 
was found running to the very verge of the anus ; internally, 
it could be traced further. This cicatrix prevented the unfold- 
ing of the external parts fo effectually, that the repeated efforts 
of the uterus for feveral hours, were infufficient to make them 
yield, though the head had been clofely applied to them during 
that period. 

This patient was a ftrong healthy woman; confiderable fe- 
ver had been excited; the pulfe, ftrong, frequent and hard. 


* With the firft, fhe had fuffered an extenfive laceration of the perineum. 
It is fomewhat remarkable, that all the cafes I have related, were in the fame 
neighbourhood, and all had been under the care of the fame phyfician. 
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I propofed bleeding ad deliquium, to which Dr. Ruan confented. 
We immediately opened a vein and took about forty ounces of 
blood, but as her pains were fo rapid, we were obliged to 
take it from her in a recumbent pofture, and no difpofition to 
{yncope was manifefted. This quantity, however, had fome ef- 
fect, as there was evidently a beginning relaxation, and an 
abatement of the violence and frequency of the pains. We 
now agreed upon a fecond bleeding, and to have it taken in an 
erect fituation. We with fome difficulty effected this, when, 
upon taking five and twenty or thirty ounces more, fhe fainted ; 
fhe was laid upon the bed, and ina few minutes, by the forceps, 
was delivered of a fine healthy boy. Our patient recovered 
rapidly without accident, or draw-back. 


Case III. 


Fesruary 26th, 1803, I was called to the fame woman 
in labour with her third child. The fame circuftances attended, 
and the fame remedy was employed, with a fimilar refult. This 
cafe was witnefled by Mr. Bond, an ingenious young gentleman 
of Baltimore. 














Two Cafes of Worms in the Vagina, and in the Ear. From the 
manufcript Notes of the late Dr. Francis Bowks Sayre. 


I HAD one cafe of worms in the vagina. The patient was a 

child about two years old. There was confiderable exco- 
riation of the parts, with a difcharge from the vagina much 
refembling gonorrhcea. Some heat in making water, and a moft 
troublefome itching. The complaint had contigued feveral 
weeks when I was called upon. From the niceft infpection, 
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and moft attentive confideration of thefe fymptoms, I could by 
no means fatisfy myfelf of the caufe; however, as the child 
was otherwife in good health, I judged topical applications were 
alone neceflary ; and accordingly prepared a folution of faccha- 
rum faturni, and furnifhed the mother with a fyringe, directing 
a little of the folution to be thrown into the part, and the ex- 
coriations to be wafhed with it four or five times a day. Af- 
ter ufing this remedy three days, fmall worms, refembling the 
maggots which are ufually formed in cheefe, began to come 
away, and continued to be difcharged two or three a day, for 
many days. ‘They were all dead when difcharged, and that 
they came from the vagina, I could not doubt, as I took feveral 
of them therefrom myfelf, by means of a probe introduced for 
the purpofe. When the worms were all deftroyed, the dif- 
charge ceafed, and the child was very foon after, perfectly 
well. This cafe happened in the year 1795 to a daughter of 
Mr. Andrew Nickell, in Nottingham, in the county of Bur- 
lington. } 

In the winter of 1794 I was called upon by Samuei Jones,. 
a fhoemaker in Crofswicks, county of Burlington, New-Jer- 
fey, for my advice in a cafe of deafnefs. This man had a dii- 
charge of fetid matter from the ear, a troublefome itching in 
the part, and had frequently taken worms out of the ear. Seve- 
ral more of thefe came away whilft he was under my care. 
They were about the fize and fhape of a grain of rye, of a 
light brownifh colour, with feveral circular rings round the 
body. ‘This complaint had been of fome months ftanding 
when I was confulted, and though feveral remedies were em- 
ployed in the way of injection, the worms continued now and 
then to make their appearance: the difcharge was undiminifhed 
and the deafnefs remained. He was under my care about two 
weeks, during which time, the only benefit he received, was-a 
diminution of pain. One-ear only was affected. 
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Cafe of a Worm difcharged, apparently, from the Lungs. By Dr. 
T. WarTkKINs. 


Havre-de-Grace, 7th May, 1805. 
Dear Sir, 


PON looking over my common-place-book, I found an 

extraordinary cafe which I had recorded about two years 
- ago, juft as’ it had been told to me by the patient himfelf, 
and which you may think fo uncommon as to deferve a place in 
your Mufeum. 

A young man of about fix and twenty years of age, who 
had been for fome time in a ftate of extreme debility, with 
fymptoms of a pulmonic affection, after an unufual exercife 
in gunning, was fuddehly taken fo ill, that his companions were 
obliged to fuppert him to a houfe not far diftant, where a 
{trong drink of grog was given him, which feemed foon to 
revive him; but, on attempting to walk from the houfe, he was 
feized with an inclination to cough, and with a very flight 
exertion, threw up a worm of an uncommon appearance, about 
the fize of the fore finger, of a dark reddifh colour and rough 
furface, with a large opening, fuppofed to be the mouth, nearly 
in the centre. It had alfo numerous pedicles attached to the 
fame furface with the fuppofed mouth, and lived after being 
thrown up nearly anhour. Nothing elfe was coughed up at 
the time, and the young man felt himfelf inftantly relieved 
from an opprefiion he had long iaboured under in his breaft. I 
faw him three weeks after this circumftance; he had taken no 
medicine, was in a ftate of extreme debility, with a pulfe 
fcarcely to be felt even after the fevereft exercife: his breath- 
ing was very laborious, and the oppreffion at his breaft re- 
turned upon the flighteft fatigue; his appetite was generally 
good, but his digeftion greatly impaired. 

Vou. II. F 
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Could this worm have been lodged in the thoracic cavity ? 
and if fo, can a like occurrence ever be confidered as the caufe 
of phthifis pulmonalis ? 

I have the honour to be, 
Dear Sir, 
Your obedient humble fervant, 
. T. WATKINS. 
Dr. JoHN ReEDMAN Coxe. 
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Account of the Bilicus Remitting Fever of Virginia, Sc. By Dr. 
THomas W.SmitHy in a Letter to the Editor ; dated February 
15th, 1805. 

Dear Sir, 
HEREWITH fend you a theory of fevers, which I have 
drawn up from obfervation during the late fatal epidemic 
of Virginia. In doing this, I fhall omit including any mete- 
orological obfervations of the weather, or any account of the 
difeafe that does not appear immediately to intereft my purfuit ; 
as I underftand it is undertaken by a gentleman who, I believe 
is much more capable of the tafk than my youth and confe- 
quent inexperience will admit of. 

If, in addreffing this to the public, I fhould in any degree be 
the means of elucidating the fubject, or removing the veil of 
obfcurity with which it is invefted ; or if I fhould add one Iota 
of defence to that dangerous bridge of mortality, through 
which thoufands, for the want of proper medical aid, drop 
into eternity, I fhall thank God, who, by the affiftance of a 
meritorious phyfician, hath brought me forth to tafte the fruit 
of knowledge, and view in fplendor that extenfive field of re- 
fearch which is now expanded before my eyes. But, if on 
the other hand no benefit fhould be derived therefrom, I truft 
I fhall at Jeaft remain inculpable, and better fatisfied than at 
prefent. As my abilities in writing are by no means adequate 
to the tafk Iam about to undertake, and as my diffidence in 
expofing my language to the public is inexpreffible;.I fhall 
apologize for any deficiericies of execution by briefly obferving, 
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that I do not deem the Medical Mufeum a repofitory of criti- 
cifm, but of information. 

In entering upon my inquiry into the theory of fevers, I 
fhall in the firft place obferve, that, there is never an excef- 
five action of the mufcular or vafcular part of the human body 
that is not fucceeded by a proportionate degree of debility : 
which debility may very properly be defined indirect. Infe¢tion, 
or the exciting caufe of fevers, does not confift in any particu- 
lar o7 fpecific kind of ftimulus; for as the bladder may be 
excited to pain and frequent micturition, the fchneiderian mem- 
brane to fneezing, the lungs to coughing, the ftomach and 
bowels to action, &c. by many ftimulants of very different pro- 
perties, (which they have not been reconciled to the impreffion 
of) yet all tending to produce one effect; fo the heart and ail 
the fanguiferous fyftem may, ceteris paribus, be ftimulated to 
exceffive excitement by a variety of ftimulants of quite differ- 
ent principles. Infetion, which is the ftimulus I intend chiefly 
to confine myfelf to, operates univerfally over the whole fyf- 
tem. Jtis taken into the Jungs in infpiration: it is imbibed 
and fwallowed with the faliva: it is abforbed by the inhalent 
powers: and, laftly, it is applied to the months of the exhal- 
ent veffels, and affifts in producing a fpafm therein. In order 
to manifeft the truth of this doétrine, it is only neceffary to 
obferve, that all the cavities of the lungs, ftomach, &c. af- 
ford an acceffible fpace, equal at leaft to the furface of the 
whole body. Exercife, though a ft'mulus to the heart, by 
propelling the blood thereto, cannot add any ftimulant pro- 
perty to the blood except an increafe of its temperature, which 
can feldom be fufficient to produce a fever; but we are not 
entirely without inftances of its doing it, for I have feen par- 
‘turient women feized with a violent {thenic fever, attended with 
a dry mouth and parched fkin, apparently from no other caufe 
than exceflive exercife; but it cannot be of long duration. 
Spirituous liquors, opium, and every other ftimulant power 
fufficient to produce a fever, will augment it in proportion to 
their ftimulant energy, and continue it until their acrimony is 
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blunted by the fluids which they meet with, or until they are 
thrown out at fome of the emunétories. Stimulants aét moft 
powerfully on the parts to which they are applied; yet, as in 
heating one end of a bar of iron, the caloric will infinuate itfelf 
through its whole fubftance; fo in like manner, if a ftimulus 
be applied to any one part of the human body, its effects will 
from thence be propagated over the whole fyftem, and at the 
fame time not unfrequently affect {ome organs more than others. 

Infection is a fubftance, no matter whether it be the feptic 
acid, hydrogen gas, other produtts of animal or vegetable pu- 
trefaction, or the moifture and miafmata of marfhes, &c. whe- 
ther acting feparately or combined, or whether they act al- 
ternately at different times, they have all a tendency to produce 


one effect. If taken in by refpiration, it is received by the 
blood ; if in digeftion it is abforbed by the lacteals; and if by 


.the inhalents, the arteries receive it. ‘Thus we iee that in what- 


ever way it is received, it is ultimately conveyed to, and inti- 


-mately intermixed with, the mafs of circulating humours, and 


when enough accumulated, and in a degree fufficient, com- 
mences its direful effects. But there are many fecondary 
caufes which will facilitate its way to action previous to its na- 
tural courfe, which are now too well known to need men- 
tioning. The difeafe being now well underftood to depend 
entirely on a faylt of the fluids, I fhall proceed to confider the 
manner in which it is proximately occafioned and continued. 
Befides the fympathy derived from the parts of its firft en- 
trance, where it produces heat and griping pains in the {fto- 
mach and bowels, fometimes coughing in the lungs, and a 
fervid fenfation over the whole furface of the body; it fti- 
mulates the heart and arteries to exceflive excitement: and as 
the contraction of the arteries is well. known to depend on 
the ftimulus and velocity of the blood in them, it muft appear 
exceedingly obvious to all unprejudiced minds, that although 
the propelling power, may, for a while, overcome the refiftance 
of the exhalent veffels, and increafe perfpiration as exercife 
does, yet as the extremities of the arteries are by far the leaft, 





Sauth, on the Bilious Fever of Virginia, Se. 37 


and their irritability greateft, it is certain that if this adtion be 
extended to a confiderable degree they muft become entirely 
clofed, a fpafm produced, and perfpiration obftructed; or if it 
is not entirely obftructed, it is fo diminifhed that the exceflive 
heat of the body evaporates it infenfibly. And as the heart by 
its excefiive action is the original and chief fupporter of fuch 
a ftage, it cannot continue long according to the laws afore- 
faid, before it is thrown into a ftate of indirect debility: the 
action univerfaily fubfides, the exhalents dilate, the mouth be- 
comes more moift, a copious fweat enfues, and terminates the 
paroxyim. 

Although the ftimuli which produced the paroxyfm, ftill con- 
tinue to aét, the excitement of the heart cannot again be 
raifed, until it has by reft acquired an accumulation of excita- 
bility, or until a higher degree of ftimulus is fuperadded. It ap- 
pears from this, as well as from daily experience, that the more 
violent the paroxyfm of a fever is, and the greater the debility 
produced thereby, the longer will be the intermiffion. I 
‘have faid above, that the excitement of the heart after 
a fit cannot again be raifed until the excitability is accu 
mulated, &c. But in the remitting fever it appears that the 
excitability is not entirely exhaufted, and that a fufficiency re- 
mains to fupport the continuance of fome degree of fever, 
which is aggravated when the excitability or ftimuli are accumu- 
Jated. The exhalent veffels being the firft organs that give 
way to indirect debility, fo they appear to be the firft to which 
the excitability is reftored, and, by contratting, repel their 
contents from the furface of the body, and give to the heart 
the exciting caufe of paroxyfm (or the re-action of Dr. Cal. 
len), whofe excitability is now prepared to receive its impulfe 
and commence its inordinate action. A vacuum being now 
produced in the extreme veffels, the circumambient air mutt 
confequently fupply it; which gives the fenfation of coldnefs 
and fhivering, or what is called the cold ftage. That the fenfe 
of coldnefs is derived from this caufe is evident, from the ef- 





ef 


4 
d 











‘inka... = = 





38 Shite the Bilious Fever of Virginia, Sc. 





fects of the atmofphere on a raw or inflamed furface.* This 
phenomenon is more apparent in intermitting fevers, in which 
(efpecially when fucceeding to the remitting fever) the excita- 
bility is worn down to its Joweft degree, the infection in a 
great meafure evacuated, and the fits diftinét. In fome cales 
the excitability in the exhalents is very irregularly accumulat- 
ed, for the chill fometimes commences in the feet and legs, 
fometimes in the face and breaft, and very often runs in nar- 
row ftreaks down the back, transferring the fenfe of cold wa- 
ter poured down it. ‘Vhis may in fome meafure be accounted 
tor, by confidering the fituation and denfity of the parts in 
which the phenomenon moft frequently takes place, their re- 
motenefs from, or proximity to the heart, and fupport from pref- 
fure. | 

Continued fevers conftitute a middle degree in the fcale of 
action, in which the exciting power continues to act and con- 
{ume the excitability as it accumulates, confequently no diftiné 
paroxyfm or remiffion can take place. 

That obftructed perfpiration is owing to the caufe aforefaid, 
viz. a preternatural ftimulus of the blood or plethora of the ex- 
treme veffels, may be attefted by infallible proofs. Thus venefec- 
tion, by diminifhing that plethora, will often produce fweat. ‘The 
action of the excretories appears alfo influenced by the nervous 
power ; for fleep, by calling off that energy and fufpending the 
operation of the fenfes, will often have the fame effect. The 
caufe of that effufion confequent on the ation of veficatorieés 
being known, will alfo prove a fulciment to the truth of this 
do@rine. Thofe, particularly flies, have generally been fup- 
pofed to raife veficles merely by increafing the action in the 
veffels of the part to which they are applied ; a fuppofition as 
erroneous as it is abfurd. Blifters caufe an efflux of ferum from 
the cutis, by producing indireét debility in the part to which 
they are applied. As a proof of this, I applied a blifter plaf- 
ter to my leg, and when I examined it three hours after, no 


* Place the patient’s body in a temperature equal thereto, during the cold 
ftage, arid the fenfe of coldnefs will vanith. 





Smith, on the Bilious Fever of Virginia, Sc. 39 


fymptoms of vefication, but only a rednefs appeared ; the fkin » 


was dry and parched. I removed the plafter, drefled with a dry 
rag, and upon looking at it, ten hours after, found, agreeably to 
my expectation, a large veficle filled with yellow ferum thereon. 

Now, if veficatories produce effufion merely by increafing the 
action of the veffels, why did not this veficle appear while 
the flies were ftimulating ? I have alfo feveral times applied 
them to the legs of my patients in the laft flage of fevers, 
which after remaining on all night, did not produce the leaft 
difcolouration of the fkin next morning, but on examiniag them 
in the evening I found (to fpeak vulgarly) they were well 
drawn. ‘Thefe are fyfficient to prove that veficatories pro- 
duce a difcharge from the pores of the fkin in the fame manner 
as febrile infection, with this exception, that the one is applied 
externally and the other internally. If a perfon who has been 
long given to inebriation, omits his dram a few hours, and 
futfers the ftimulus thereof to fubfide ; he is feized with vomit- 
ing, or a very copious {weat enfues, which can only be checked 
by a renewal of the ftimulus. Does this not plainly infer, 
that the blood is driven towards the furface of the body by 
the ftimulus of the fpirits, and produces a plethora and ap- 
proximation of the excretory orifices? Coftivenefs, which fo 
frequently accompanies {thenic fevers, is the confequence of 
an increafed action in the veffels of the inteftines, clofing the 
orifices of the exhalents that empty their contents therein. To 
enumerate all the circumf{tances that would embrace the truth 
of this doctrine, would far exceed the limits of this letter, and 
be an unneceflary expenditure of time. I fhall now retreat, 
and take a more general view of the fubject. 

The remote caufe of the bilious remitting fever which pre- 
vailed Jaft year, appears evidently to have been the confe- 
quence of the memorable fall of water that appeared laft 
fummer- ‘To deicribe the afpeét of the earth in this awful 
{cene, and to draw the melancholy portrait of animated, natere 
in its proper colour, would exceed the power of human com- 
prehenfion. ‘The lives of many human beings were extinguifh- 
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ed, immenfe numbers of quadrupeds were fwept from their 
peaceful fhores, and configned to the difaftrous torrent. The 
inundation embraced aloft all the low land, and after its ebb, 
a vaft number of refervoirs or pools were left to ftagnate. ‘The 
land animals which were drowned, together with an innume- 
rable number of the aquatic tribe and rubbifh, were left on 
the fhores to undergo the putrefactive procefs. Large crops 
of {mall grain which had been fpoiled by the wet, were left ia 
the fields to fhare the fame fate. No fooner did Sol once more 
fend his welcome rays on the face of nature, than I began to 
anticipate with horror the impending event. ‘The evaporation 
from an unbroken furface now commenced, and in a fhort 


‘time the atmofphere became completely faturated with the nox- 


ious products of animal and vegetable putrefaction ; fo much 
indeed was this the cafe, that at times it was evidently per- 
ceptible to the fenfes,* as was afferted by numbers. Its ef- 
fects in the country were truly alarming; but in Winchefter 
(where I then refided) very few were arrefted by it, except 
thofe living in the fuburbs of the city, or who made frequent 
excurfions in the country. I am ailfo informed that moft of 
our fea-port towns were unufually healthy: the reafon I fup- 
pofe to be, that although the infection pervaded the whole 
region of the atmofphere within the limits of its exiftence, and 
confequently, was precipitated in a proportionate quantity on 
them, as well as on the country; yet as the ftreets had been 
in a great meafure cleared of filth by the rain, and as it met 
with little additional ftimulus, thefe could not prove fufficient 
to excite in fo great a number of inhabitants, the utmoft de- 
sree of its violence, though few (even in Winchefter, will af= 
fert that they did not in fome degree experience its effects. 
The fmoke and heat of the town might alfo prove its antago- 


nifts. 


* May we not fuppofe it extended its influence to the brute creation? as 
horfes were univerfally affe&ted with a cough. The putrefaction of vegeta- 
bles, particularly cabbages, where the epidemic was moft prevalent, was greater 
perhaps than was ever before known in this country ; but clevated fitua- 
tions, where the difeafe did not reach, exhibited their ufual falubrity. 
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When a populous city is feized by an epidemic with an ex- 
emption of the adjacent country, it muft in a great meafure be 
imputed to a local caufe, the infection being confined within 
the verge of the city, as it is in valleys, morafles, &c. where it 
has this feafon developed its moft fatal effects. ; 

The cure of our epidemic was in moft inftances eafily effect- 
ed. I fhall as briefly as_poffible defcribe the mode of treat- 
ment which I purfued, (after reconciling my theory to practice, 
which I did fhortly after the difeafe began to fpread.) If called 
at the beginning before any evacuations had been made, I always 
thought proper to clear the prime vie with a {trong emetico- 
cathartic; or if the violence of the fever had not abated, a mer- 
curial cathartic only, and the emetico-cathartic afterwards, 
which was repeated if the violence of the difeafe and ftate of the 
{tomach indicated a neceffity. In moftinftances the bowels were 
obftinately conftipated (though fometimes the contrary); in 
which cafe, if the phyfic did not operate fufficiently in the courfe 
of twelve or fourteen hours, to prevent falivation it was necef- 
fary to work it off with a cathartic decoction, of fenna and acidu- 
lated tartar. The ftomach and bowels being now freed from their 
offenfive load, were preferved in that ftate by gentle laxatives, 
combined with as much antim. tartari. as the {tomach could pof- 
fibly endure without exciting vomiting. Thefe powders were 
alternated with a folution of carbonate of pot-ath in a decoétion 
of Virginia fnake-root during the remiflion, and a large dofe 
of equal parts of laudanum and {pt. corn. cerv. as two tea- 
fpoonfuls or ninety drops of laudanum alone, given at the firft 
appearance of every paroxy{m: the drink cool, the diet, though 
nourifhing in general, not too ftimulating, the room kept well 
ventilated, and the linen about the patient changed every 
other day. I applied a large blifter to the neck, and when 
drawn, divided and applied it to the extremities. If delirious, 
the head was frequently bathed with cold water or oxycrate, 
which was of moft fervice when applied by affufion. After a 
complete intermiffion was procured, the bark, or Fowler’s folu- 
tion of arfenic proved its fpecific. ‘This was the mode of treatment 
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which I found moft fuccefsful, when had recourfe to in the 
beginning, before any thing occurred to vary the ordinary 
courfe of nature; but where the complaint had been long pro- 
tracted, or the patient reduced by debilitating powers, the 
ufe of more powerful ftimulants became then indifpenfable. 
The beft of which were opium, camphor, volatile alkali, ether 
and diftilled fpirits. ‘The body was alfo wafhed all over twice 
a day with equal parts of fpirits and vinegar, and finap- 
ifms were applied to the foles of the feet. 

Under this mode of treatment, fcarcely one that I know of, 
fell a victim to the jaws of that devouring cannibal. It is unne- 
ceffary to enlarge further on the treatment of our epidemic, as 
I believe little new has been difplayed therein, my intention be- 
ing only to defcribe a mode of practice which I have by expe- 
rience found very fuccefsful, and explain the modus operandi 
of fome of the medicines ufed. ‘The moft powerful febrifuge, 
after the irritation of the bile is kept as much as poffible from 
the inteftines, are fudorifics, of which antim. tartar. and {pt. nit. 
dulc. are perhaps equal, if not preferable, to any. But in or- 
der to receive the greateft benefit from them, the patient’s drink 
fhould be cool, and if poffible, a ftream of cool air kept con- 
{tantly playing about the furface of his body: for heat being a 
ftimulus, except it be applied very moderately, or intenfe enough 
to produce a fpecies of indireét debility in the excretories, it will 
rather tend to impede perfpiration than to promote it. Stimu- 
lants of the diffufive kind, in an early ftage of the difeafe, can 
prove ufeful, only when given about the commencement of a 
paroxyfm; when, by adding a ftimulus to the caufe, they will 
either bring about indirect debility, and confequently terminate 
the paroxyfm much fooner, or they may, by partially exhauft- 
ing the excitability, prevent the fit altogether. As a proof of dif- 
fufive ftimuli not anfwering in the remiffion of the fever, I have 
given them at fuch a time, when they very foon increafed the 
excitement, and haftened in a paroxyfm prematurely, without 
any chill. The moft powerful ftimulant, as far as my obferva- 
tion has been able to teach me, is opium ; and I may indeed be 
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greatly furprifed when I refle€&t on its having been fo much ce- 
lebrated as a fedative,* when in truth there is not adire¢tly {e- 
dative power in nature that I have yet obferved. And any me- 
dicine exhibiting fuch effect, muft produceit, either, by increafing 
the action in the veffels of the brain to fuch a degree as ‘to ob- 
ftruct the paffage of the nervous power therefrom, by produc- 
ing a f{pecies of indirect debility therein, or by reftoring that 
equilibrium of action on which eafe and fleep depend. But 
although the former may probably be the caufe of morbid 
fleep, yet for the produétion of falubrious fleep, I have moft 
reafon to fubfcribe to the latter. I never could procure re- 
frefhing fleep when the excitement was already too great, until 
the effect of the medicine was diminifhed. On the other 
hand, when the action of the fyftem was too low, and the ex- 
citability at the fame time unexhaufted, a very {mall dofe of the 
medicine would almoft inftantly produce fleep of the moft re- 
frefhing kind. I have alfo in one cafe where both the excite- 
ment and excitability were much exhaufted, given to the 
amount of Ziii. and 3v. of purified opium in the courfe of twen- 
ty-five days, (I began with five grains every twenty-four hours, 
and increafed to one hundred and eighty,) without raifing the 
excitement to its natural {tandard, or creating much more fleep 
than nature folicited when the patient was in health. 

Blifters have been extremely ufeful in this fever, efpecially 
when the patient did not {weat freely, when I thought it advifable 
to keep two or three conftantly open. The benefit received 
from them in the firft ftage of the diforder was in proportion 
to the matter they difcharged. But in a latter ftage, when it 
affumed a more continued or nervous type, their ftimulus was 
moft to be revered. But to receive the greateft advantage from 
them in this way, they ought not to be fuffered to lie on till 
vefication appears : to guard again{t which, as few ftimulants 
will act with equal energy longer than two or at moft three 
hours, it is perhaps as long as ever they fhould lie on, when 


* Certainly the pulfe muft have been forgotten. 
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applied in order to ftimulate; for as their ftimulus will ex- 
tend itfelf over the whole body, fo may their debilitating effects 
likewife, and more than counteract the purpofe for which they 
were intended. Spirits, externally applicd, and finapifms act 
in common with other ftimulants, and prove extremely ufeful 
in an advanced period of the diforder, but are feldom admifli- 
ble in the beginning, as they often in fome meafure interrupt 
perfpiration. 
Infection may exift long in the body if the accumulation be 
flow, or the proportion kept under by the means aforefaid. 
But whether it can produce a ferment in the blood, or not, Iam 
doubtful, and whether a fpecific corrector will ever be found 
for it, I will not pretend certainly to fay ; but from confidering 
the many and different kinds of it, and their prevalence at dif- 
ferent times, we may reafonably fuppofe there will not. And 
fhould any power prove fufficient to mollify or neutralize the 
infection at one time, it may have a quite contrary effect at 
another. Therefore, fince it is perhaps impoffible ever to in- 
veftigate the true and chemical properties thereof, it can never 
be proper in any cafe to truft to any particular medicine for a 
cure, without other efforts at the fame time to expel the caufe 
from the body. The different kinds of fevers under the names 
of yellow, bilious, remitting, nervous, &c. are no more than 
different modifications of one difeafe, as a typhus gravior fre- 
quently exhibits each of thofe characters diftinétly, in its va- 
rious circumvolutions. With refpect to their being con- 
tagious, it is too fimple a problem to require one minute to folve. 
There have as many efcaped who have formed part of the 
number of a numerous family, and been conftantly expofed to 
its influence, as there were of thofe who had no opportunity of 
eceiving the human contagion. ‘There is not a doubt, but in 
jails, hofpitals, or clofe houfes, the air by being confined be- 
comes more ftrongly impregnated ; but this is all that can be ad- 
vanced to vindicate the contagion of fevers. The exciting or fe- 
condary caufes are innumerable: the accumulation may take 
place to a confiderable degree, if none of thofe caufes occur to 
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roufe it into action, and yet be attended with very little injury 
to health, except at times a pain in the head, ftomach, back, &c. 
But in thofe cafes the attack is generally more violent; confe- 
quently no good reafon for too ftrenuoufly avoiding them. 

Few cafes of the black vomit, or ejection of matter refem- 
bling coffee grounds, have appeared in this country, nor did 
the pulfe often indicate much inflammatory diathefis: but when 
it was the cafe, the ufe of the lancet was fcarcely ever admifii- 
ble. Nay, God forbid it! for inftead of a lancet, it has proved 
a fatal {word to hundreds. 

I have not feen a fingle cafe wherein venefeftion was per- 
formed to any extent, that did not recover with difficulty ; nei- 
ther did I perform the operation more than thrice, before I 
detected the evil, and all the patients I bled afterwards were 
three out of feveral hundred. In thofe, the violence of the dif- 
eafe appeared to threaten the immediate deftruction of life. 
The confequence was, that one of them died, and the reft reco- 
vered with difficulty. One cafe in particular is worth mention- 
ing. I vifited a woman, aged 45, who was violently attacked ; 
fhe was much difpofed to obefity: after the firft remiflion, 
which was pretty confiderable, fhe was bled to the amount of 
fixteen ounces ; the fever very fhortly affumed a continued form, 
and as one paroxyfm produced very little debility in the exhal- 
ents, the ftimuli of the remaining blood and febrile infeionét 
acting gently, kept them clofed, and no f{weat enfued : the moft 
powerful fudorifics, as the warm bath, &c. were tried to no 
purpofe; [endeavoured to procure a remiffion by purgatives, but 
could not. Atlength obferving that as the depletion was great, 
and the patient now much debilitated, this courfe was no long- 


er fafe, and as I alfo found there would not be ftimulus enough 
added to the remaining blood, to produce another paroxy{m 
fufficiently energetic to fuperfede the excitability of the exhal- 
ents, and produce further debility therein ; I determined to re- 
plete the veffels as {peedily as poffible : accordingly, wine, rich 
foups, jellies, &c. were prefcribed in as large quantities as the 
ftomach could endure. This regimen was not long per- 
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fifted in before I was gratified with the fight of a remiflion--- 
the pores were opened, and my patient from that time mended. 
As a tenfe or inflammatory pulfe indicates nothing more than 
a powerful or noxious ftimulus, it is hard to fay how far it is 
expedient in amy cafe, to hazard the danger of venefection for 
an uncertainty: for it can in no way extract the ftimulus of in- 
fection from the fyftem, than in proportion to the quantity of 
blood drawn. 


On the Ufe of Spirits in Diarrhea, Sc. 


I wAvE obferved more benefit from the ufe of diftilled fpirits 
in inveterate diarrhceas, than from all the other medicines of the 
materia medica. It fhould be repeated fo often as to keep up a 
conftant ftimulus, viz ; at leaft every two hours. 

The benefit of feneka in the hooping-cough, I have not 
found equalled by any other medicine. It fhould be prefcribed 
nearly as for the croup, viz. as a conftant ftimulus in the fauces 
and xfophagus. 

Having traverfed the limits of this undertaking, I fhall con- 
clude by ftating, that if thefe lines fhould in the leaft 
degree meet the approbation of the public, I fhall think it my 
duty to enlarge them with fuch neceflary notes as may occur in 
my future practice. 


Iam, with fincere refpect, 
Your friend and humble fervant, 


THOMAS W. SMITH. 


Dr. JouN REDMAN Coxe. 
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Some Account of Batavia, and of the Sources of its unbealthinefs. 
By Stupsins Frirtu, M. D. 


Batavia, December ath, 1804. 
SIR, 


{O aid you in your very laudable endeavours for the pro- 

motion of fcience generally, and of medicine in particular, 
I offer the following account of this diftant and very fickly 
place, which you are at liberty to make ufe of as you think 
proper. 

Batavia, the capital of Java, lies in lat. 6°. 10’.S. and lon. 
106°. so’. E. Itis fituated in a plain on the northern and 
weftern part of the ifland, and near the ftreights of Sunda. The 
city is regularly laid out, the ftreets are wide, and crofs each 
other at right angles. The principal ftreets have canals run- 
ning through them, and are adorned with trees in fome places. 
The {mall river , rifing in the mountains, and receiving in 
its defcent the tribute of fmaller rivulets, defcends through the 
plain, wathes the walls of the city, and its waters are con- 
veyed by the different canals through every part thereof, as 
well as of the fuburbs, finally emptying itfelf below the town 
into the port. Between the port and the city the land is a low, 
funken meadow, part continually overflowed, and part co- 
vered every high water: back of the town the lands are alfo 
low, and in many places there are ftagnant pools of water. 
The canals run through every part of the plain, frequently in- 
terfecting each other, and expofing a very great furface to the 
action of the fun. The walled city is kept pretty clean, but 
the fuburbs in many parts are very much the reverfe: into 
the canals all the filth and dirt are caft ; they are the receptacles 
of all the animal and vegetable offals, the cleanfings of the 
ftreets, all the dead animals, and dead Malays, &c. fo that all thefe 
paffing from the large fuburbs through the city, contaminate 
the air, already much vitiated by its own filth, and by the 
want of a free circulation, which is prevented by the high 
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walls durrounding it on every fide, and produce an atmofphere 
pregnant with the {ceds of difeafe and death. Even the fea 
breeze, which in moft places is healthy, is here the reverfe; 
for it has to pafs over a large tract of low, uncultivated, funk- 
en and marfhy grouad, which, from the pools of ftagnant 
water and putrefcent matters on many parts of it, emits a gas 
deleterious to animal life. Moft part of what is not covered by 
pools of {tagnant water is overflowed daily by the tide, and at 
low water expofes a large furface of mud, &c. to the almoft 
perpendicular rays of an intenfe fun. ‘The exhalations arifing 
from this ground are very noxious and difagreeable, and have 
frequently, I believe I may with fafety fay always, produced in 
me vertigo and naufea when expofed to them early in the 
morning ; and ophthalmia was feveral times produced by them. 
In going up the canal from a fhip lying in the harbour, you 
are certain to meet large quantities of putrid animal matters 
floating down : what with the fight of dead Malays, in 
every ftage of putrefaction, and torn in pieces by the alli- 
gators; the dead horfes, cows, &c. producing an intolerable 
{tench, and the emanations from the banks of the canal, and the 
meadow already mentioned, combined with the intenfe heat 
of the fun, and its reflection from the water, you are certain to 
have a confiderable degree of naufea, with head-ache and 
great languor produced. Strangers univerfally complain of 
the fame effect being produced, and although it is lefs per- 
ceptible the longer they remain at Batavia, yet its deleterious 
effect is not lefs hurtful, until they become feafoned to the cli- 
mate ; and even then, on the flighteft irregularity, they are fure 
to fuffer, as it only requires an exciting caufe to produce the 
difeafe at any time; and in perfons not accuftomed thereto, 
it is fo powerful as to act not only as a remote, but as an ex- 
citing, and, by producing debility, as a predifpofing caufe alfo. 
Strangers who commit a debauch, or who are much expofed to 
the direct rays of the fun, generally are attacked. With refpect 
to the great mortality amongft the feamen, from northern 
latitudes, it is eafily accounted for. It is a cuftom amongft 
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thofe mariners, and efpecially the Americans, to devote a 
day to pleafure (as they term it) in every port they go to. 
This is a privilege which they will by no means give up, fo 
that the commanders of fhips, however unwilling, are obliged 
to fubmit to it. When they go on fhore in this manner, a 
number of them are together; they commit great irregulari- 
ties, and get intoxicated, expofe themfelves to the intenfe rays 
of a tropical fun, wander about the ftreets and fuburbs, {pend 
the night in drinking, dancing, caroufing, &c. or lie afleep in 
the open air, expofed to the dews and viciffitudes of the wea- 
ther, by which means they generally receive the feeds of dif- 
eafe, and are foon taken ill. Thefe irregularities would be 
fufficient to induce difeafe in any country: how much more in 
{fo baneful a climate as Batavia, when expofed to the other cir- 
cumftances already enumerated? It accordingly happens that 
the men ficken very faft after being thus expofed, efpecially if 
they are obliged to work hard for a day or two afterwards. 
And as fhips generally fail the day after the men have been 
afhore on liberty, whereby they have to exert themfelves confi- 
derably in weighing anchor, making fail, &c. and if the mon- 
foon has fet in, are much haraffed and expofed in beating 
through the ftreights of Sunda, as it requires all hands to be 
on deck conftantly, and perhaps for feveral days; they have 
little or no reft, and are continually wet, fatigued, and almoft 
exhaufted by their exertions in working the fhip, whereby they 
ficken daily and die very faft. Large fhips, to avoid this, go 
through the Java fea, and pafs between Bali and Java through 
the ftreights of the former. Here alfo they are fometimes 
obliged to beat through, and in running along the coaft of Java 
and Madura, before they arrive at the ftreights of Bali, they are 
fometimes becalmed for feveral days, during which the dyfentery 
and fever break out and fpread rapidly, attended with great 
mortality. As in this paflage they frequently ftop at Balam- 
buan to procure water and refrefhments, the men are again 
expofed to the baneful influence of the miafmata arifing from 


the rice grounds, the fhores of the ftreights, &c. &c. with the 
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fatigue of watering, which a¢ts as an exciting caufe; fo that 
diicafe makes great progrefs, and inftances have occurred where 
fhips (foon after proceeding to fea) have loft four-fifths of 
their men, and been obliged to put into the firft port they could 
make, to get hands to work the veffel home. Fortunately, 
however, for the mercantile intereft, fuch cafes are not gene- 
ral, although it rarely happens but what moft of the men have 
an attack of difeafe before they arrive at the port of deftina- 
tion; particularly in large fhips that are under the neceflity of 
lying a confiderable time at Batavia to load, where confequently 
the men being more expofed, have their fyftems greatly impreg- 
nated, I might almoft fay, faturated with the deleterious miafma, 
which only waits for an exciting caufe to give it activity, when 
it foon produces direful difeafe, that often hurries the miferable 
patients to that ** bourne, from whence no traveller returns.” 
Sailors who are prudent, and do not leave their fhips, are not 
fo liable to be attacked, efpecially if they avoid the night air, 
and do not fleep upon the decks. ‘The difeafe (i. e. the fever) 
is certainly local, being engendered by the caufes already men- 
tioned, and is never contagious. ‘The people here, have no idea 
of the fever being /pread or communicated by contagion; yet if 
this fever was to prevail in the fea-ports of the United States, 
it would be called malignant fever, and faid to be very contagi- 
ous. It fhews many of the fymptoms of the yellow fever of 
America; and perhaps the only reafon they are not exattly 
alike, is the difference of climate, &c. for it is equally, 
yea, more malignant, in many cafes. In Batavia every perfon 
fays it is not contagious ; in America, a difeafe nearly fimilar, if 
not the fame, is faid, by many, to be decidedly contagious and 
imported. If it is not contagious in Batavia, can it be fo in 
America? If it arifes from local caufes in the one place, why 
may it not in the other ? The laws of nature are immutable, they 
are alike in every fituation. If the difeafe is not contagious, and 
arifes from local caufes in one country, or one part of the 
world, zt muff in every part in which it prevails : if certain cir- 
cumftances will produce it in one place, fimilar ones will pro- 











Watkins, on Eruptions in the Vaccine. 51 


duce itin another. ‘They will in any place, in every place, no 
matter whether in the torrid or temperate zones. 
With fentiments of the moft profound refpect and efteem, 
I remain, yours, fincerely, 


S. FFIRTH. 
Dr. Joun REDMAN Coxe. 








Obfervations on the Eruptions in the Vaccine Difeafe. By Dr. 
‘Topras WATKINS. 


Havre-de-Grace, 9th Fune, 1805. 
Dear Sir, 

HE enemies of vaccination, think they have one unan- 
fwerable objection to the preference of that difeafe to the 
fmaJl-pox, namely, the eruption which, it is contended, is fo 
common a confequence, and which is even more troublefome 
and more dangerous than the fmall-pox itfelf. It is the duty 
of every unprejudiced perfon to give his teftimony againft ob- 
jeCtions fo unfounded, and to remove, as far as in his power, 
every obftacle to the univerfal adoption of a prophylactick, 
which promifes fo much benefit to mankind. Under this con- 
viction I have thrown together a few obfervations, the refult 
of my prattice this {fpring, and fhould they tend in the remoteft 
degree to preferve a fingle being from the variolous infection, 

my ultimate object will be attained. 
Early in March I obtained from the sand of a gentleman, 
who had previou/ly had the /ma/l-pox, * a portion of vaccine vi- 
ras, with which I vaccinated nineteen perfons. On the fecond 


* A Phyfician of this neighbourhood, who afterwards affured me, that he 
had every fymptom of having been conflitutionally affeted—as fever, inflam. 


mation, the peculiar formation of the pock, &c. 1 have made the experiment 
on myfelf, with variolous matter, three times, and had every fymptom of the 
difeafe as violently each time as at the firft, except that the eruption was 
confined to the inoculated part. 
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and third days, their arms exhibited a fallacious appearance of 
infection, which was entirely removed before the fifth day, when 
I found that it had taken effect in one only, a child, who after- 
wards had every charatteriftic of a true difeafe. Unwilling to 
truft a fecond time to virus under fuch circumftances, I pro- 
cured it frefh from a child (who had been vaccinated with 
matter, received from a phyfician of refpeétability in Philadel- 
phia) and fucceeded in communicating the difeafe to the re- 
maining eighteen, all of whom paffed through it without one 
troublefome fymptom, except one of my own children, who 
during the whole of the eleventh day hada high fever, with con- 
fiderable inflammation and fwelling, extending the whole length 
of thearm, which however entirely fubfided before the next 
morning. About ten days after the fcab had fallen off, an 
eruption of the eryfipelatous kind made its appearance on the 
fame child, with feveral large tumors on the back of the neck, 
filled with dark grumous blood. ‘This eruption caufed no 
other inconvenience than making the child fretful, from not 
being fuffered to run about as ufual, and was entirely cured in 
a fogtnight, by the ufe of fulphur night and morning. It how- 
ever, unfortunately ferved to deter feveral parents from having 
their children vaccinated ; in vain I endeavoured to perfuade 
them that fo far from its being a common or natural confe- 
quence, this was the on/y inftance out of nineteen who had 
been vaccinated at the fame time: anda neighbouring phyfician 
affured me, that among a /arger number of his patients, not the 
flighteft appearance of fubfequent eruption or other difeafe 
was obferved. I hada happy opportunity of witnefling the 
beneficial influence of vaccination on the conftitution of one of 
my little patients, a girl between three and four years of age, 
who had been nearly all her life afflicted with a complaint in 
her bowels, which kept her in a conftant ftate of debility 
and emaciation. She had been under my care for the laf 
eighteen months, and had tried a variety of medicines, with 
no permanent advantage; fince being vaccinated, fhe has reco- 
vered her health in a furprifing manner: from being pale, puny 
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and fickly, fhe has become quite fat and ruddy, and in every 
refpeét as hearty a child as her parents could with. 

It gave me confiderable pleafure to find, in the laft number 
of your firft volume, a corroboration of opinion with refpect to 
the neceffity of the kine pock, becoming a conftitutional difeafe 
before it can prove a prefervative againft the variolous infec- 
tion. It was under this impreffion I perfifted even to the fifth 
time in vaccinating one of my children (the fame before men- 
tioned), who continued to {cratch his arm whenever the pock 
began to form, the effect of which conftantly was, that in 
two days after every appearance of it was obliterated. ‘There 
is one inftance here, in which I have not been able to fucceed 
in communicating the vaccine even after #en trials, * and with 
the matter in three different ftates, the fcab, preferved be- 
tween glaffes, and taken frefh from the arm. I have yet had 
no opportunity of trying the variolous, but have not a doubt 
that the patient will prove equally unfufceptible of that conta- 
gion. 

I am, dear Sir, very refpectfully, 
Your humble fervant, 


T. WATKINS. 
Dr. Joun RepMAN Coxe. 














Hiftory of a Cafe of Tinea Capitis cured by Vaccination. By the 


EDITOR. 


— MOORE, a mulatto child of two years of age, was 
brought to me March 28, 1804, for advice in an ob- 
ftinate cafe of tinea capitis, which had fucceeded a fudden fup- 
preffion of a difcharge from the ears, and had now continued 
nearly feven months. Little or nothing had been done for the 


* Thefe trials were made three fucceflive fummers. 
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child, and the difeafe had extended itfelf over the whole head, 
which had acquired an unpleafant appearance and {fmell, from 
the matting together of the hair by the difcharge, and want 
of due attention to it in point of cleanlinefs. As the finall-. 
pox exifted in the neighbourhood, and in the very houfe where 
the child refided, I told the mother it would be proper firft to 
vaccinate her, to fecure her from that difeafe, before we at- 
tended to the complaint of the head. I had another objeét be- 
fides this in view, which was, an expectation of the tinea be- 
ing removed by the operation of the vaccine on her fyftem. I 
therefore vaccinated her by two punctures, and directed the 
mother merely to wafh the head with foap and water. ‘This 
attempt failed—and alfo a fecond on the 2d April: a third on 
the 5th proved more fuccefsful, and the difeafe advanced with 
perfect regularity, though flightly retarded by early rubbing. 
It foon however refumed its genuine appearance, and the are- 
ola was perceptible about the end of the roth, or beginning of 
the rith day, attended by a flight degree of fever: at this 
period, an evident alteration in the difeafe of the head took 
place. It began to dry-up, and in a few days the difcharge 
from the ears recurred; by the time the fcab was perfectly 
complete, about the r5th or 16th day, the difeafe was nearly 
gone; the incruftations having come away in large pieces— 
leaving the head perfectly found beneath. The running of the 
ears in a few weeks was fufpended, without any recurrence of 
the tinea; and the child continues perfectly well to the prefent 
time. After the gth or roth day, I defired the mother to ex- 
pofe her as much as poffible to the fmall-pox. This the did 
with no effet from it. : 


Philadelphia, April, 1805. 











Thoinas’ Cafe of Uterine Henorrhage. 


cr 
wt 


din Account of a Cafe of Uterine Hemorrhage ; and the Delivery of 
four Children at a Birth. By Dr. JosrryH L. THOMAs. 


Quakertown, Bucks County, June 20th, 1805. 


DIR, 


i; YAVING obferved by perufing the Medical Mufeum, 
ch your affiduity in collecting the moft efficacious modes of 
treating difeafes, and all fuch important cafes as occur to 
practitioners, which would be ufeful, in improving the {cience 
of medicine ; I am induced, from the general invitation given, 
to communicate the following fingular cafe that occurred to 
me, June 16th, 1803, merely to fhew the poffibility of na- 
ture far exceeding the narrow limits of mankind’s increafe by 
one or two at a birth. 

I was called upon to vifit Mrs. L 
then pregnant the fifth time; I found her in an extremely debi- 
litated {tate ; being reduced by a fevere flooding that had tak- 
en place twenty-four hours before Icame. It was firft occa- 
fioned from aninjury fhe received cight days before, by a fudden 
jolt, being almoft thrown from a horfe, which caufed immediate 
pain in her back, and a flight hemorrhage from the uterus; but 
on the 13th the was fo well recovered as to be enabled to walk 
out to her hufband, working on the farm. It being a very 
warm day, the heat, and the exertions and agitation of body 
in walking, brought on a return of the complaint more fevere 
than at firft. A midwife was called upon, and every mean 
was ufed to check it, without effect, until the perfon appeared 
to be finking faft. Onthe 14th I found her fo reduced by the 
lofs of blood, and the hemorrhage ftill continuing at each 
flight pain, occafioned by the {mall beginning of the uterus to 
contract ; with extremities cold, and the pulfe fcarcely perceiv- 
able, as to make the cafe appear very doubtful. 

I did not make any examination, being informed that fhe (by 
her reckoning) was between her feventh and eighth month; 


, of this county, being 
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and not obferving any certain fymptoms of labour, and con- 
fidering nothing forward of that kind, I thought it proper 
to keep her in the moft perfect tranquillity poffible. I ordered 
warm flannels to the extremities ; at the fame time a bladder filled 
with cold water, with fome crude fal ammoniac diffolved in it, 
was applied tothe pubes. Ithen gave her {mall and repeated dof- 
es of pulv. ipecac. comp. defigning it as a gentle fudorific 
anodyne, rendering the circulation more uniform and equable. 
In a fhort time all the alarming fymptoms began to abate, and 
fhe became compofed; a gentle moifture and warmth were 
felt over the extremities and fyftem in general ; the flight con- 
tractions of the uterus moderated, and the hemorrhage almoft 
ceafed. Ithen examined by touch, and found a {mall dilatation 
of the orificium uteri, but nothing prefenting ; fhe remained 
eafy and compofed ; all the fymptoms were favourable in the 
evening, and her ftrength gradually returning, enabled her to 
take at different times fome weak nourifhment. 

It being a number of miles from the place where I live, I 
was féarful that my returning home at that time might prove 
unfavourable to the fafety of the woman; expecting that if a 
return of the complaint fhould take place, the life of the perfon 
would be in imminent danger, if there fhould be no one prefent 
to effect a fpeedy delivery ; as I fufpected a partial feparation of 
the placenta to be the caufe. 

‘I ftayed there during the night; and next morning was awak- 
ened by one of the perfons prefent, and informed that a return 
of the flooding had taken place, and that fhe complained of 
bearing down pains with regular intervals. By the touch I 
found the orificium uteri confiderably dilated, and a {mall por- 
tion of the membranes prefenting ; I then proceeded to expe- 
dite delivery as foon as poffible. ‘The feet prefented, and by an 
attempt they were brought down ; the contractions of the ute- 
rus then increafed ; and as foon as the child entered the paflage 
completely, the hemorrhage ceafed, and fhe was delivered in 
the ufual time required in fuch cafes. Having feparated the 
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cord I found that the placenta could not be brought down by 
gentle means, and the fize of the abdomen being very little di- 
minifhed, made me fufpeét another child, and on examination I 
difcovered that my apprehenfions were well founded: regular 
labour-pains came on, and fhe was delivered of the fecond by 
the feet. I ftill found that the bearing-down pains continucd ; 
and the placenta refifting being brought down, together with the 
bleeding of the cord, after the ufual time, and the fize of the 
abdomen but little diminifhed, made me fufpect the third; fhe 
was in a fhort time delivered of the third male by the feet pre- 
fentation, ‘the three being attached to the one placenta), it then 
came away without any difficulty. By the fize of the abdomen 
there was reafon to fufpect the fourth. She was, however, fo ex- 
tremely reduced, as to make me fear for her fafety. Regular 
pains foon recurred afrefh, which induced me to delay placing her 
in bed. By examining I found the membranes of the fourth child 
protruding, and fhe was delivered by a natural prefentation of a 
female child with its placenta. The placenta to which the three 
males were attached, was much larger than the other. The 
four were born alive, but lived only a fhort time. The males 
appeared to be nearly of the fame fize; the girl was not fo 
large as the three fons. 

A perfon feeing them afterwards, was fo curious as to mea- 
fure them, and found the largeft to be feventeen inches from 
the top of the cranium to the foles of the feet. 

She was, from extreme debility, reftored to a moderate ftate 
of health; fhe became pregnant again, and was delivered of a 
male child in about fourteen months after the former fingular 
cafe. ‘The mother and child are in good health. 


I am, fincerely, 
Your well-wifher, 


JOSEPH L. THOMAS. 
Dr. Joun RepMAN Coxe. 


Vou. Il. I 
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Outlines of a new Theory of Chemiftry.. By N. C. Van Ecknour : 


----communicated in a Letter to the Epiror, from THoMAS 


Dancer, M. D. of King/ton, Famaica ; dated April 21/1, 1805. 


poe new theory which I am about to propofe, refpecting 
the elements that compofe all the fubftances in nature, 
may perhaps occafion fome furprife, as it differs very materially 
from any other hitherto received ; but although it may at firft 
fight feem to militate againft the eftablifhed principles of Lavoi- 
fier, and other celebrated chemifts of the prefent age, it is how- 
ever, the refult of inquiries I have been led into by their fub- 
lime difcoveries. Far be it from me to fuppofe that I can eclipfe 
the fame of thefe philofophers. If I have the good fortune to hit 
upon any thing new, the merit belongs to them, as it is by the 
light of their difcoveries that I have been conducted. Happy 
fhould I think myfelf, could my refearches contribute in any 
degree to the advancement of fcience, or the good of mankind. 
I have examined, with the greateft attention poffible, the feveral 
fubftances entitled to be termed elements. ‘To gain the end 
propofed, I have tried many new methods; but I have applied 
myfelf particularly to the analyfis of thofe bodies that are in 
general confidered fimple, and have found that many of them 
are not fo, but compounded of feveral elements; thus hydro- 
gene is (Iam convinced), compofed of two fubftances, of which 
one is carbone, in a particular ftate, and which in this work is 
termed volatile carbone; the other fubftance entering into the 
compofition of Aydrogene, is what I fhall denominate alkaligene 
or the bafe of alkalies of every kind. Having made this difco- 
very, I have been led on to others no lefs interefting, and which 
ferve to explain a variety of phenomena hitherto difficult to 
account for. In my refearches, I have been obliged to defert 
the road laid down by others, and purfue a new one, which has 
led me to the conclufion, that there are but four primary ele- 
meuts, and that thefe, varioufly combined, conftitute all the fub- 
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{tances, animate and inanimate, upon the face of this globe. 
Thefe four elements are, oxygene, alkaligene, carbone, and azote, 
Thefe, in the ftate of gas, are perfectly homogeneous, but 
it is difficult to find any of them feparate. Every fubftance in 
nature confifts of nothing but the four primary elements before 
mentioned, in different {tates of combination. When thefe ele- 
ments are found ia bodies in a certain proportion, they are with 
difficulty feparated. Such bodies are hardly to be decompofed 
by analyfis, becaufe their natural attractions are not to be dif- 
turbed; and thefe may be called the ne plus ultra of chemical 
combination. 

A combination of only two or three of the elements is 
more eafily changed, as the law of attraction by chemical 
means can be inade to take place; they are each of them for the 
moft part combined with others, for which they have the great- 
eft attraction. 

In combining with each other, they are capable of affuming 
feven different forms, viz. ft, folid; 2d, concrete; 3d, li- 
quid, or hydroform; 4th, natatilis atomiform; 5th, volatilis 
atomiform ; 6th, gafeous ; 7th, elementary gafeous. The pri- 
mary elements have among themfelves a mutual attra¢tion. 

They have, rft, an homogene attraction ; 2d, an heterogene, 
or an attraction of obligation; 3d, an elective attraction. By 
thefe feveral fpecies of attraétion with which the elementary 
particles of bodies are endued, all the fubftances with which 
we are acquainted, are formed, either by nature or art. Oxy- 
gene and Alkaligene, I confider as the primary, principal, or 
chief elements, or thofe which have the chief operation in the 
formation or diforganization of bodies, and I look upon car- 
bone and azote as the fatellites of the former, or fubordinates 
to them; but though fubordinate, necefary, as without thefe, 
the former would have no attivity. 

Thefe four elementary fubftances, viz. oxygene, alkaligene, 
carbone, and azote, can each of them exift in three forms that 
are vifible, and four invifible; the three firft are, rft, folid, 
2d, concrete, 3d, liquid. The four invifible are, 1ft, the 
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natatilis atomiform, 2d, volatilis atomiform, 3d, the com- 
pound gafeous, 4th, the elementary fimple gafeous. 

1ft. By a folid, I underftand every fubftance the particles of 
which cohere, and which is not eafily a&ted on by chemical 
agents. 

2d. By a concrete, I underftand every fubftance the par- 
ticles of which, in fome degree, cohere ; but which, notwith- 
ftanding, is eafily acted on by acids or fluid alkalies, the folu- 


tion being tranfparent. 
3d. A fluid need fcarcely be defined. Fluids are aqueous, 


fpirituous, &c. and are always within a few degrees of the 
fame temperature as the furrounding atmofphere. 

4th. The natatilis atomiform ftate of bodies is that of folu- 
tion, when the particles of a concrete fubftance have united 
with the liquid folvent, without difturbing its tranfparency. 
All faliform bodies, are of this {tate of natatilis atomiform. 

5th. The volatilis atomic ftate of bodies is that, in which the 
particles are extremely fine, fo as not to difturb the tran{paren- 
cy of the atmofphere. 

6th. The compound gafeous ftate of bodies is that, where 
different gafes are mixed or combined together under various 
denominations. 

7th. The fimple gafeous ftate is that, where the prime ele- 
mentary gas exifts by itfelf uncombined. 

I confider attraction as the firft caufe of motion, and motion 
as the firft caufe or generation of heat or caloric, which, when- 
ever developed, is a certain fign of fome change in the compo- 
fition of bodies. It is in the deflagration ot combuftible fub- 
{tances that caloric is refolved in the greateft quantity, &c. 

Oxygene. I confider oxygene as one of the primary elements, 
there being two elements of a fecondary order, viz. carbone and 
azote. 

Oxygene I look upon to be the agent which developes or 
engenders light, and as the caufe of tranfparency in all diapha- 
nous bodies. 

It can exift under all the different forms before defcribed, 


folid, concrete, &c. Moreover, oxygene combined with azote, 
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in various proportions, conftitutes, all the different acids, which 
are ftronger or weaker as they contain more oxygene and lefs 
azote: oxygene being the caufe of light, may be named phos- 
oxygene, 

In the different fections of this chapter, in my propofed treatife, 
I have given an account of the principal combinations of oxygene 
and azote. I have confidered azote as a fecondary principle, 
and a fatellite, or intimate attendant on oxygene, for it hardly 
ever abandons it; it enters into moft of the combinations of 
oxygene, under the different forms of which oxygene is fufcep- 
tible ; when united with alkaligene in a gafeous ftate, it forms 
volatile alkali, either concrete or folid. Azote united with oxy- 
' gene in a certain proportion, and in a gafeous ftate, forms all 
the acids. It is this principle united with the carbonic gas, 
that conftitutes the different odours; it therefore may be call- 
ed odorogene. 

Alkaligene I confider as the other primary element in the 
firft order: and as the name imports, it is the bafe of alkalies 
in general, cauftic, or mild, according as they are united with 
more or lefs carbonic acid gas. The lefs an alkali contains 
of this, the more cauftic it becomes. The carbonic acid gas 
fhould be named oxy-carbone, becaufe it is formed of oxygene 
and carbone, and principally of the former. 

I confider the oxy-carbonic gas as being always developed by 
fome particular movement or attraction, and that it is never dif- 
engaged without the production of caloric, as we fee in defla- 
gration, fermentation, &c. © 

Oxy-carbone in a gafeous ftate is, by caloric, rendered the 
moft expanfive and penetrating of any gas known. It is this 
which occafions the breaking of glafs veffels, when all the par- 
ticles are not heated to the fame degree at the fame time. 

When this gas is rarified toa certain degree, it lofes all 
its {pecific gravity, it penetrates and paffes through all bodies, 
and fo becomes the vehicle or difpenfer of heat or caloric. 

Carbone may then be termed the principle of heat, therms- 
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In my chapter on this fubject I have fhewn all the principal 
forms of which carbone is fufceptible, in combination with the 
other elements. | 

The feveral elements have different degrees of attraftion to, 
or for, each other, and undergo various metamorphofes by their 
different combinations, and occafion a feries of furprifing phe- 
nomena hitherto unaccounted for. Thefe attractions were the 
firft caufe of movement among the particles of bodies, and 
perpetuate it 3 occafion a developement or evolution of ca- 
loric ; the compofition and decompofition of all bodies whatfo- 
ever; and form the infinite variety of compound matters in 
nature. | 

I perfuade myfelf, that when the foregoing theory is ex- 
amined and better underftood, it will be found to throw a 
new light on chemiftry and medicine. 








Obfervations on the Ufe of Nitric Acid in Hepatitis. By 
S- Frirtu, M. D. 


SIR, 


HAT hepatitis is a frequent and troublefome difeafe in the 
Eaft-Indies, is a faét long known; that mercury is almoft 

a f{pecific for the cure thereof, is alfo equally well known; but 
practitioners are fully aware that cafes have, do, and may 
again occur, in which it would be improper to ufe this * Samp- 
fon of the materia medica ;” and that, owing to the prejudices 
of patients, it cannot fometimes be adminiftered, when no other 
impediment to its ufe exifts. It becomes therefore of confe- 
quence to be acquainted with other articles that may be equal- 
ly efficacious to exhibit in thefe cafes. Of the numerous arti- 
cles which have been tried, none have evinced fuch powers as 
the nitric acid, and none have performed fuch wonderful cures- 
The attention of medical men was called to this fubject fome 
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years ago, by Dr. Scott, an eminent practitioner at Bombay; 
but I do not think that his reprefentations met with the at- 
tention which they fo defervedly merited. I am convinced 
good nitric acid is one of the moft valuable articles of the ma- 
teria medica, and may be ufed with great advantage in almo/ft 


every difeafe in which mercury is now given; and owing to its’ 


great tonic powers, it can be ufed in cafes where the debility 
is fo great as to forbid the ufe of the latter; and in hot ‘cli- 
mates, where great debility attends every difeafe, this virtue 
renders it the moft valuable article the phyfician can prefcribe. 
In cafes of hepatitis, where the patient has a fcorbutic habit of 
body, (and thefe cafes are frequent amongft feamen in long 
voyages) the nitric acid can alone be ufed with fuccefs. It 
fhould be of the beft kind, as I have found the common aqua 
fortis of the fhops not to anfwer fo well on feveral accounts, 
and it always contains a portion of muriatic acid, which is in- 
jurious in thefe cafes. At firft it fhould be given in {mall dofes, 
frequently repeated, and largely diluted with water, and the 
dofe gradually enlarged as circumftances may indicate the ne- 
ceflity thereof. After continuing the ufe of it for fome time, 
the mouth becomes affected, the falivary glands enlarge, their 
fecretion is increafed, the gums fwell, become fore, and a dif- 
agreeable tafte is complained of, a flight degree of fetor is 
produced, but very different from that which is occafioned by 


the preparations of mercury—the pain of the fide abates, and ~ 


gradually becomes lefs troublefome, until it is felt no more, 
the pain in the fhoulder fubfides, the enlargement of the liver, 
which had previoufly taken place, ceafes to proceed; it foon 
decreafes to its natural fize, and with it the naufea, oppreffion, 
and all the other difagreeable fymptoms ; the patient improves 
in health and ftrength continually, and from being debilitated, 
infirm and wretched, becomes:healthy, vigorous and cheerful. 
The'ptyalifm produced is not fo difagreeable as that arifing 
from mercury, and is never followed by pains in the limbs ; 
neither does it induce a predifpofition to rheumatifm, as many 
contend mercury does. It at the fame time cures the f{corbutic 
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habit the patient had contra¢ted; but if the fcurvy had broken 
out and made much progrefs, it will not effeét a cure: the 
moft in thefe cafes that can be expeéted, is, the cure of the he- 
patitis, and the preventing the farther advance of the other 
fymptoms, which can alone be cured by limes, lemons, and 
oranges, or living on frefh provifions. But certainly to cure 
hepatitis in a fcorbutic patient, by nitric acid, is doing a great 
deal: mercury, in fuch a cafe, would only increafe the fymp- 
toms, and haften the fatal termination thereof. I have ufed 
the nitric acid with the happieft fuccefs in a number of cafes, 
one of. which I will relate. 

William Woods, a feaman of the China, had an attack of 
the malignant fever foon after the fhip left Batavia, of which 
he recovered, but continued very weak and feeble for a 
confiderable length of time. During the pafflage between 
Balambuan and St. Helena, he complained of pain in his 
fide, pain in the right fhoulder, fometimes in the clavicle, 
fometimes in the fcapula; he felt a fenfe of weight, and 
‘“* dragging,” as he expreffed it, whenever he lay on his left fide. 
Upon examination I found the liver very much enlarged, occupy- 
ing a large part of the abdomen, and painful when prefled. 
The man was much debilitated, had night fweats, very 
feeble and quick pulfe, flufhed cheeks, or rather a circum- 
{cribed .fpot on each cheek, fuch as ufually is feen in hettic fe- 
ver ; he complained of pains in his limbs, had a fcorbutic erup- 
tion on his lower extremities, with purple {pots on fome parts 
of his body. I thought the cafe defperate, but determined to 
do all in my power to give him relief ; and, upon confidering 
his cafe maturely, thought nothing promifed fo fair to do this 
as the nitric acid. I accordingly prefcribed a drachm of it to 
be diluted in a quart of water, and taken in the courfe of the 
day ; the fecond day he took a drachm and a half in three pints 
of water; the third day, two drachms, as he had borne the 
firft increafe of the medicine very well. It was very grate. 
ful to his tafte, and allayed his thirft. I continued the dofe at 
two drachms for four days, when it was increafed to two and 
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anhalf, diluted with three quarts of water, and taken for 
his conftant drink through the day and night. In this manner 
the dofe was increafed to half an ounce in the courfe of three 
weeks, beyond which I did not increafe it. His ftrength in- 
creafed, his appetite returned, his fcorbutic habit was almoft 
gone, the medicine began to affect the gums, and at the end 
of the fourth week the pain in the fhoulder had greatly di- 
minifhed, and was not troublefome; the liver appeared to be 
decreafed in fize : he was in good fpirits, fpat freely, and faid 
he could lie on his left fide without experiencing fo much un- 
eafinefs. From this time the difeafed liver gradually diminifhed 
in fize, his health and ftrength returned, and after continuing 
the medicine for nine weeks, he was difcharged, perfectly cured. 

I could add feveral other cafes in which it was equally effi- 
cacious in curing the difeafe, but it is unneceflary; fuffice it 
to fay, that I have never failed with it, although I have no 
doubt that cafes may occur in which it will not fucceed, parti- 
cularly where very extenfive fuppuration has already taken place, 
or where fuppuration, combined with /curvy, in a very confi- 
derable degree exifts; but in thefe cafes no medicines will ef- 
fect a cure at fea; and even if the patient is on fhore, and has 
frefh animal and vegetable food, his chance of recovery is 
very f{mall. 

With refpeét to the modus operandi of nitric acid, I muft 
fay Tam doubtful. It is a tonic, every perfon muft admit ; 
that itis a ftimulant, none can deny. It falivates; fo in fome 
inftances does copper, and oxygenated muriatic acid; fo does 
the beft acetic acid; fo will opium, cicuta, hyofciamus niger, 
&c. when given toa certain extent. In this they all appear to 
approach fomewhat towards the nature of mercury; yet every 
one admits them to be very different. Acids contain oxygene, 
mercury is only active in proportion to the quantity thereof 
that exifts in its ditferent preparations. But do opium and hem- 
lock alfo contain oxygene ? If not, does falivation depend upon 
oxygene in certain cafes, and notin others? It certainly muft 
depend upon /omething in common to all articles that falivate. 

Vou. Il. K 





= 


——. 
BA AL 


PS vere senenee t- 





race esc 
pear = 


- ee ae pe nnn 








ss 


= cnageerhenigin.- sss ag 


<r ee 


— ease 





66 Coxe, ona Cafe of Burn fuccefsfully treated. 


We know that feneka polygala, and feveral other powerful 
ftimuli, will produce ptyalifm. No perfon will contend, that 
feneka contains oxygene—but if we view the action of all 
thefe medicines, we will find they have one thing in common, 
i, e. they are all powerful incitants: but it may be afked, if 
ptyaliim depends upon an incitant action, why do not all arti- 
cles of that clats falivate? Perhaps it may be owing to a pecu- 
iar {timulating power poffefled by thefe articles, and not by 
the others. What is this peculiar power? 1 do not know: 
that it is mot oxygene, I believe; but what itis I cannot pre- 
tend tofay. There are many things which we know, but can- 
not explain. What is matter ?—What is excitability ?— What 
is life? We know all thefe to be; but where is the philofo- 
pher that can fay in what they confift ? So in like manner with 
the falivating principle: we know it is fomething: we know 
it muft be pofleffed in common by feveral articles apparently 
very different ; but what it is, as I have faid in the beginning 
of this difcuffion, Iam uncertain. I hope, Sir, fome of your 
learned correfpondents will folve my doubts. With this view 
I fabmit them to the public. Grateful for the information I 
have received from your valuable work, I remain, 

With fentiments of the moft profound refpect and efteem, 


Yours, &c. 
S. FFIRTH. 
Dr. Joun RepMAN Coxe. 








, ag aN tee en ———— .———— 


Hiftory of the Cafe of a very extenfive Burn---fuccefsfully treated 
according to Mr. Kenti/h’s method. By the Eviror. 


Bg following cafe is fo ftrongly in favour of Mr. Ken- 
tith’s plan for the treatment of burns, that I feel affured 
its diffufion will be produétive of advantage. 

Anne M‘Quicker, five years of age, living with Mr. Robert 
Smith, No. 28, fouth Second-ftreet-—On the rith January 
of the prefeat year, her clothes, which were of thin calico, 
(a miferable drefs for the inclement feafon), took fire whilft the 
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was fitting by the ftove, and were nearly burnt off her back. 
The child ran in great agony into the ftreet, in the midft of 
the {now ; and by the endeavours of fome to put out the flames, 
the clothes were ftript off her, carrying with the cinders, the 
cuticle and fkin in fome places, to an extent of furface, whofe 
circumference, five feet in length of ftring, would barely fur- 
round. She was taken into a neighbour’s houfe, almoft in a 
{tate of nakednefs, and a moft miferable {pectacle, arifing from 
the mixture of blood and half-burnt tinder, &c. adhering to 
this extenfively injured furface. 

A medical gentleman, then in the neighbourhood, recom- 
mended the application of cold milk to the burn, and laud- 
anum to be ufed internally. As no advantage was derived 
from this, and as the child fuffered the moft violent pain, 
I was requefted to fee her, as I happened to be at one of 
the neighbours. Uncertain of meeting with the gentleman 
who had previoufly prefcribed for the child, and anxious, if 
poflible, to afford her fome relief, I concluded to go, and 
found her, even worfe than had been reprefented. She was 
fuffering under one of the moft violent chilly fits I ever witneffed, 
which feemed as if it would carry her off; and the pain of the 
burn appeared to be abforbed in the {uperior fuffering from the 
chill; for fhe exclaimed continually (whilft her teeth were vio- 
lently chattering in her head), ‘‘ cover me! cover me!”—The 
burn extended from the right axilla, to below the great trochan- 
ter of the fame fide—over the right clavicle and breaft, and 
beyond the fternum in fome parts, over the abdomen be~ 
yond the linea alba and the upper parts of the pudenda— 
backwards it extended to the fpine, nearly ina ftraight line 
down---and the greater portion of the inferior part of the arm 
was either raw or in blifters. ‘The fire had extended its in. 
fluence confiderably beyond the boundary of the fore, as was 
evident from the eryfipelatous blufh, and from feveral {mall 
blifters fcattered here and there. 

It appeared fcarcely poffible that fo young a child fhould 
furvive fo extenfive a wound ; and even if the firft violence of 
the injury was overcome, it remained doubtful if the copious 
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fuppuration would not be greater than fhe could fupport. Ne- 
verthelefs, I felt perfuaded that nothing could fave her but the 
plan propofed by Mr. Kentith; and I ordered immediately the 
{pirits of turpentine on rags to the whole furface of the fore. 
From the hurry, I neglected to have it warmed, which would 
probably haveaided in fooner removing the chill. In the mean 
time fhe took thirty drops of laudanum, and the rags were kept 
conftantly wet till the liniment was prepared, as a permanent 
application. ‘The laudanum was repeated, as the chill did not 
entirely fubfide, and the pain continued violent feveral hours. 
She was direéted the ufe of wine and water to drink; and the 
liniment was applied anew at bedtime, with fome more. laud- 
anum ; which relieved her, but did not prevent a reftlefs night. 

The following day (the 12th) the pain, though great, was 
much alleviated, and the liniment was continued with occa- 
fional dofes of Jaudanum. She complained of great difficulty 
of {wallowing, which was afcribed to the flame having been 
drawn into the fauces. 13th. Symptoms the fame ; flight 
appearance of fuppuration ; the blacknefs of the fore 
is now chiefly removed, by the tinder, &c. adhering to the 
ointment, and coming away with the drefling. Onthe 14th, 
fuppuration commenced, and became daily more copious; fhe 
was now ordered laxative medicines, and put on a ftriét diet. 
One part was confpicuous, of about five or fix inches dia- 
meter, on the lower part of the abdomen, bounded by the pu- 
bes, the linea alba, the ilium, and a line from thence to the 
navel, which feems to be fo much deftroyed that a deep flough 
may prebably come away. As fuppuration was now well ad- 
vanced, I applied, about the 16th, Turner’s cerate, chiefly as 
an eftimate of the value of either application in fuch an ex- 
tenfive burn. The refult was, the child was worfe all day 
and night, with additional fever and pain, and confiderable 
alteration in the healthy afpect of the fore. The liniment con- 
fequently was re-applied, with great relief: her bowels were 
moved with fenna and manna, and by the next day things 
were as favourable as before. 

2oth. Pain ftill very confiderable, from the great extent of 
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the fore, which precludes the fmalleft motion without rubbing 
fome part of it. She is obliged to be lifted bodily out of bed, 
in order to be dreffed, which caufes much pain, as fhe is forced 
to ftand the whole time. The fuppuration became now very 
copious ; I therefore again tried ‘Turner’s cerate, and chalk 
finely levigated ; but the alteration for the worfe in twenty- 
four hours was fo great, that I was in no hurry to renew the 
trial. The turpentine liniment again reftored its healthy ftate. 

During all this time fhe was very ftriétly dieted, and fo 
highly excitable was her fyitem, that from foolifhly giving 
her a {mall piece of a chicken, for dinner, which fhe thought fhe 
could eat; a violent degree of fever took place, which kept 
her reftlefs and uneafy all night, with augmented pain of fore: 
and when dreffed in the morning, in place of fine healthy 
eranulations and fuppuration, an ugly ill-conditioned ulcer, 
with fanious difcharges, prefented itfelf to view. Purging and 
clofe attention to diet, once more, in a fhort time, overcame 
this, and the edges were rapidly cicatrizing. 

It was now thought advifable to get her into the hofpital, as 
from the extent of the fore, it was prefumed it would take a great 
while to heal; and fhe was admitted January the 31ft. Ina fhort 
time it became neceffary to prefcribe the bark in decoétion, with 
jellies, &c. Serpentaria alfo, and other remedies calculated for 
the debilitated ftate of her ftomach, were employed, by which 
fhe recruited ; the fore healed rapidly under the ufe of Turner’s 
cerate fo that by the middle of March it was not larger than the 
palms of both hands, and confined to that part which I have 
ftated, as being moft injured by the fire. A folution of white vi- 
triol at this time haftened its cicatrization; and on the 11th of 
May fhe was difcharged cured. Had fhe not accuftomed herfelf 
to pick the fore, it probably would have been well two or 
three weeks fooner; as for four or five weeks previous to 
this, it had not been more than from two to three inches in 
diameter. On meafuring the circumference of the cicatrix be- 
fore fhe left the hofpital, it required a {tring of four feet fix inches 
to furround it. I have above obferved, that five feet would 
not have furrounded the extent of the injury fuftained, in the 
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firft inftance, efpecially if that of the arm is included, which 
in the prefent meafurement is not adverted to. 

The above inftance, if I had had any doubts before of the 
efficacy of Mr. Kentifh’s plan of treating burns, would have 
completely filenced them; and it gives me pleafure to add, that 
the phyfician who firft prefcribed for the patient, and who had 
had frequent opportunity of feeing very extenfive injuries from 
burns and fcalds, on the large plantations of fome of the Weft- 
India iflands, was beyond meafure gratified at the powerful and 
rapid effects of the plan purfued above, which he faid he fhould 
have been fearful of ufing, had he not been convinced of its 
inildnefs and utility by fo ftriking an example. * , 

Philadelphia, Fuly 1ff, 1805. 
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Cafe of Mortification and Separation of the Body of the Uterus ; 
alfo an Account of a monftrous Birth. Dy Dr. J. ELMER. 


MIDDLE aged woman, the mother of feveral children, 

of a flender delicate habit of body, having been ex- 
pofed to many hardfhips by reafon of her indigent circum- 
ftances, was, after hard exercife, taken with a partial proci- 
dentia uteri. For want of proper affiftance, an inflammation 
and fphacelation of the fundus uteri fucceeded, and after fome 
days, about the fize of a Spanifh dollar, of that part of the 
uterus which was prolapfed without the vagina, feparated ; 
upon which the inflammation fubfided, and the woman foon 
became well without any help. 

About two years afterwards, being obliged to travel feveral 
hundred miles in a horfe-cart, the fatigue of fo long a journey, 
with the violent jolting of the cart, brought on a complete 
procidentia uteri ; the whole uterus falling without the vagina, 


* [ cannot, from a review of the above, and other cafes of burns which 
have come under my notice, but preteft againft the plan propofed by Mr. 
Earle of applying ice to burns, even of the moft extenfive nature. I have 
‘never feen his work on the fubject, and can judge of it only by partial ex- 
tracts. 
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which was followed with a violent inflammation and {welling 
of the fame, upon which I was fent fore When I vifited the 
patient I found her labouring under a burning fever, ficknefs 
at ftomach, weaknefs and great pain in the {mall of the back, 
and the prolapfed uterus fwelled to the fize of a large -child’s 
head, as black as a hat, of a cadaverous {mell, and with every 
other mark of an incipient mortification ; the poor woman be- 
ing extremely dejected and defpairing of any relief. As her 
pulfe was very fmall and feeble, and the fphacelation fo far 
advanced, I judged it not advifable to bleed, but ordered the 
parts to be continually fomented with a ftrong decoétion of 
bitter herbs, and gave her frequent large dofes of a nitrous 
julep, with a little lavender comp. in it. As fhe lived at a 
great diftance from me, nothing more was done for her. A- 
bout three days after I faw her, a feparation of the whole body 
of the uterus, which was now growing putrid, began to take 
piace, and in two or three days more, entirely floughed off 
from the found vagina; upon which the pain and fever abated ; 
the patient recovered her health and ftrength; and the laft 
time I heard from her, which was feveral months after this 
affair happened, fhe was in perfect health. 

The following account of an imperfect foetus may perhaps 
be thought worthy of notice :— 

A marri¢d woman in the feventh month of pregnancy 
was feized with labour pains that brought on an abor- 
tion. She was firlt delivered of a perfect child, which lived 
feveral hours. This being come away, the midwife perceived 
another behind, of which with much difficulty fhe was alfo 
delivered ; but inftead of a perfect well-formed foetus, it had 
the following appearance: the body was completely formed, 
and about the fize of the other child’s, but it was wholly det- 
titute of a head, and had but one arm. The body appeared 
as if the head had been cut fquare off clofe to the fhoulders, 
and in the place where the neck fhould be, there was a {mall 
{pot about the bignefs of an Englifh crown, raw and bloody, 
having a fibrous appearance as though it had adhered to fome- 
thing. The fide on which the arm was wanting was perfeétly 
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fmooth without any veftige of an arm. ‘The other arm was 
well formed as far as the hand, but it had no fingers, only 
two little flefhy excrefcences, about half an inch long, grow- 
ing in the place of fingers. Its legs were well fhaped, but 
its heels grew where the inftep ought to be, and it was defti- 
tute of toes, having only two flefhy excrefcences on each 
foot, (fimilar to thofe on the hand) in place of toes. It had no 
umbilical cord nor placenta annexed to it. In the place where 
the umbilicus ought to be, or rather alittle higher, there was 
a {mall flefhy production about two inches long, which be- 
ing cut off appeared white and bloodlefs, having no marks of 
blood veffels in it. ‘The fleth of its body appeared bloated, 
and felt harder than ufual, and its joints were fo ftiff as to 
be bent with difficulty. 

I had no opportunity of examining it thoroughly, but am 
of opinion it adhered to fome part of the placenta of the 
other fcetus, in the place where it appeared raw and lacerated, 
and that it received its nourifhment in utero, by the {mall blood 
veffels in that part inofculating with thofe of the placenta. 

Such imperfect productions as this fhould teach us not to 
draw too hafty conclufions from preternatural appearances. 
The difpute whether the foetus z# ufero receives its nourifh- 
ment by the mouth or umbilical veffels, or both, has long fub- 
fitted, and many arguments have been deduced on both fides the 
queftion from the maj-formation of the chylopoietic organs of 
foetufes. In the prefent inftance it is very evident that it re- 
ceived its nourifhment neither by the mouth nor umbilicus, 
for both of them were wanting. It muft therefore have re- 
ceived it either in the manner fome of the ancients fuppofe the 
foetus to be nourifhed, viz, by abforbing the nutritious par- 
ticles through the pores of the body in the fame manner as a 
fponge imbibes water, or elfe as above conjectured. ‘The lat- 
ter will perhaps appear the moft probable. ‘ 
J. ELMER. 


13th September, 1773- 
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FOREIGN AND DOMESTIC. 


Medical Graduation in the Univerfity of Pennfylvania. 


A T a public commencement, held on the 5th of June, 1805, 
in the Univerfity of Pennfylvania, the following gentle- 


men were admitted to the degree of doctor of medicine, hav- 


ing refpectively prefented, and defended their inaugural differ- 
tations, annexed to their names. 


Joseph Klapp, of Albany, New-York, On the non-existence of an eriform function in 
the skin; and the impropriety of ascribing absorption to the external surface of the 
human body. 

Benjamin Champneys, of New-Jersey. On dysentery. 

Joseph Parrish, of Philadelphia. On the influence cf the passions upon the body, in 
the production and cure of diseases, 

Isaac Cleaver, of Philadelphia. On cataract. 

William Gibbons, of Pennsylvania, On hypochondrias;is. 

Wakeman Bryarly, of Maryland. Onthe lupulus communis, of Gertner; or the com- 
mon hop. 

Richard L, Savin, of Maryland. On the effects of cold in the cure of fevers, 

George E, Mitchell, of Maryland. On the puerperal state of fever. 

Elisha De Butts, of Maryland, On the eye and vision. 

John T. Rees, of Maryland. On the medical theories of Brown, Cullen, Darwin, and 
Rush, 

Joseph Hartshorne, of Alexandria, district of Columbia. On the effects produced by 
air upon living animals. 

‘Thomas Ewell, of Virginia. On the stomach and secretion, 

John Dougtass, of Virginia, On mercury, 

Henry P. Dangerfield, of Virginia. On cutaneous absorption, 

Henry M. Gray, of Virginia. On cynanche trachealis. 

John Esten Cooke, of Virginia, On the inflammatory bilious fever of 1804, in the 
county of Loudoun, Virginia. 

James C. Madison, of Virginia. On the medical properties of iron. 

William Howard, of Virginia, On the hydropic state of fever, 

Lewis Burwell, of Virginia. On digitalis purpurea, 

George Evans, of South-Carolina, On the rheumatic state of fever, 

Daniel Legarre, of South-Carolina, On the effects of tobacco fumes on the system, 
and their use in cases of suspended animation from submersion, 

George Cooke, of Georgia. On jaundice, 

Felix Robertson, of Tennessee. On chorea Sancti Viti. 

Thomas Smith, of $t; Croix, Or wounds-of the intestines. 
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74, Medical and Philofophical Regifter. 


By fome unaccountable miftake, we find in many of the 
thefes, the day of commencement dated on the 3d of June. 


Profefforfbip of Surgery. 
A new profefforhip (of furgery) has been lately eftablifhed 
in the univerfity, to which Dr. Phyfick has been appointed by 
the truftees. 


Eleétion of Officers in the College of Phyficians. 


At the annual meeting of the college of phyficians, for the 
election of officers, held on the 2d of July, 1805, the following 
gentlemen were chofen officers for the enfuing year. 


Prefident Dr. William Shippen. * 
Vice-Prefident—Dr.- Adam Kuhn. 
Cenforse- Dr. Samuel Duffield, 
Dr. Thomas Parke, 
Dr. Cafpar Witftar, 
Dr. Samuel P. Griffitts. 


Dr. Benjamin Say. 
— Dr. Thomas 'T. Hewfon. 











Treafurer = 
Secretary 





The Pennfylvania Academy of the Fine Arts. 


It affords us great pleafure in being able to ftate, that a plan 
long fince contemplated, has at length been carried into execu- 
tion under very favourable aufpices, viz. the eftablifhment of an 
academy of the fine arts in the city of Philadelphia. A li- 
beral fubfcription has been realized, and directors have been 
chofen to carry the defign into effeét, who have forwarded 
an extenfive lift for cafts from the moft celebrated ftatuary, to 
Paris, whilft they are now intent on procuring the erec- 
tion of a handfome building for their reception, which will 
do honour to our city, and doubtlefs aid the general defigns 
of the inftitution. 


* Dr. John Redman, the venerable prefident of the college from its firft in- 
ftitution, having refigned his fituation previous to the election. 
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At a meeting of the members of the affociation for promot- 
ing the fine arts, held in Philadelphia the 21ft of June, 1805, 
the following gentlemen were chofen officers of the inftitution. 


Prefident. 
George Clymer. 

Direéiors. 
William Tilghman, Jofeph Hopkinfon, 
William Rawle, Thomas C. James, 
John R. Coxe, C. W. Peale, 
Jofeph B. M‘Kean, Mofes Levy, 
John Dorfey, William Meredith, 
William Poyntell, William Ruth. 


And at a meeting of the directors, Dr. Glentworth was 
chofen treafurer, and William S. Biddle, fecretary. 

At the firft meeting of the directors, our much efteemed and 
éelebrated countryman, Benjamin Weft, Efq. was unanimoulfly 
elected an honorary member of the inftitution. 


Hofpital eftablifhed at Natchez. 


THE mayor, aldermen, affiftants, medical faculty, and other 
citizens of Natchez humbly folicit the attention of the le- 
giflature of this territory to the following memorial :— 

For the promptitude and zeal which your honourable body 
has already manifefted to effect the eftablifhment of a hofpital 
in our city, we beg leave to return you the moft fincere thanks. 
At the fame time that it proves the -intereft you take in reliev- 
ing the diftreffes of humanity, it precludes, to your memorial- 
ifts, the neceflity of expatiating on the extreme wretchednefs 
and fuffering that afflicted paupers in this place have experi- 
ertced for want of fuch inftitution. Your memorialiits, how- 
ever, deem it their duty to fubmit the following obfervations, 
as tending to fave the time and leffen the labour that would 
employ your honourable body in legiflating on and inveftigats 


ing this fubject. 


H 
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By referring to the refolutions of the faculty which accom- 
pany this memorial, it will appear that it was hoped your ho- 
nourable body would be pleafed to folicit the affiftance of the 
{tates and territories bordering on the Miffiffippi and Ohio, as 
well as of congrefs. The juftice and propriety of fuch a de- 
mand, we humbly conceive, cannot be called in queftion by any 
one who has ever vifited the city of Natchez, where a great 
number of poor tranfiiory inhabitants of thofe ftates are at all 
times to be found; particularly during the moft fickly feafon. 

It will feem, no doubt, fomewhat ftrange, to thofe who 
have not reflected particularly on the fubje¢t, that it fhould be 
neceflary to feek affiftance from abroad for the mere purpofe 
of erecting and fupporting a hofpital ; but it will appear evi- 
dent when we confider the great coft of building, of provi- 
fions, and of every neceffary article of expenfe ; and particu- 
Jarly the high rate of fervice in this country. To thefe confi- 
derations we may add, the exhaufted ftate of our public trea- 
fury, the fmallnefs of our revenue, and the very great number 
of objects that require this fort of charity. And here we beg 
leave to ftate it as our humble opinion, that a competent hofpi- 
tal eftablifhment in this place muft be nearly as extenfive as 
for the city of New-Orleans itfelf: for, although the number 
of refident citizens bears no comparifon—although the con- 
courfe of ftrangers is not fo great, nor the fituation and cli- 
mate fo unhealthful; yet the number of fick poor, deftitute of 
every means of fupport, is probably not much lefs, The 
caufes of this, though not fo obvious, are not lefs evident thaa 
the fact. It is well known to your honourable body, that 
boatmen from above conftitute, in both places, the main body 
of the charitable objects that ought to be relieved by hofpital 
inftitutions. The very fall pittance they receive at New-Or- 
leans for their fervice in defcending the river, is generally ex- 
haufted before they reach Natchez on their return home. Add 
to this, their longer delay in this place, their having been longer 
expofed to the influence of a warm climate, and the fatigue of 
a journey on foot. The number of thofe who die here during 
the fickly feafon, for the mere want of comfortable lodging 
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and common attention, is indeed fo great, that every one who 
has refided a fummer in Natchez, has had reafon to fhrink 
with horror at the fpectacle. The common council attempted, 
the laft year, to avert this evil as far as lay in their power, by 
appointing overfeers of the poor, invefted with authority to 
provide for the fick at the expenfe of the city treafury: but 
notwithftanding the exertions of the overfeers were inceflant, 
and the whole amount of revenue overrun by upwards of five 
hundred dollars, they had the mortification to find that, for 
want of a hofpital inftitution, the fum of human mifery was not 
much diminithed. . 

Your honourable body will have a right to expect from us, 
who have long contemplated this fubject, and efpecially from 
thofe among us who have fome acquaintance with hofpital in- 
ftitutions, an eftimate, however vague, of the probable ex- 
penfe it will incur. The idea will naturally prefent itfelf, that, 
as the trade from above is rapidly increafing, as alfo the 
growth of the city of Natchez and the population of our ter- 
ritory, what would now be a competent eftablifhment, mutt, 
in the courfe of a few years, be very inadequate; and confe- 
quently, that an endlefs repetition of demands will be made. 
But we entertain a fanguine hope, that any future increafe of 
expenfe will be amply fupported by means of the donations 
and legacies that fuch charitable and laudable inftitutions never 
fail to receive. 

In endeavouring to form an eftimate of the probable ex- 
penfe, we fhall confine ourfelves to a ftatement of what we 
fuppofe will be the leaft and moft frugal competent eftablith- 
ment. 

Dollars. 

We conceive a fufficient building cannot coft lefs than 10,0c0 
The bedding, kitchen utenfils, and houfehold furni- 

ture, - - 1,500 


The firft fupply of medicine and furgical apparatus, 500 





Total amount of immediate expenfe, - 12,000 
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Wages of an overfeer, - - 150 

-- of a matron, - - 180 

- of two fervants, - - 150 

Marketing—fay two dollars per day, - 730 

Groceries of all kinds, - - 1 al 

Medicine, - - - 200 

Wood and water, - - 250 

Burial, wafte, repairs, and all other contingencies, 8co 

3,810 

Deduct for board of a certain defcription of patients, 810 

Total amount of annual expenfe, - 3,000 


The difpofition your honourable body has already difcover- 
ed to fupport and countenance the inftitution, forbids us to pe- 
titton you in a particular manner to make fome appropriation 
for its promotion. 

The fubfcription papers herewith accompanied, you will per- 
ceive, were originally intended to be fubmitted to the care and 
patronage of your honourable body. The fubfcriptions have 
been obtained in hafte, and with little exertion: and we do 
not hefitate to give it as our opinion, that a much larger 
amount may be yet obtained in this way in this territory and 
from abroad. Wherefore we beg leave to fuggeft the propri- 
ety of immediately appointing truftees, and invefting them 
with fuch powers as your honourable body may conceive 
moft conducive to the interefts of the inftitution. 


An ACT to eftablifh a Hofpital in the City of Natchez, and for 
incorporating Truftees of the fame. 


Whereas great numbers of fick and diftreffed boatmen em- 
ployed in the navigation of the river Miffiffippi, and other in- 
digent perfons deftitute of the means of procuring medical af- 
fiftance are found in the city of Natchez and other parts of 
this territory, for the relief of whofe wants private charity and 
prefent legal regulations are inadequate ; and fubfcriptions to a 
confiderable amount having been raifed, and the fum of one 
thoufand dollars bequeathed by the late Gcorge Cochran, Efq. 
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for the purpofe of eftablifhing a hofpital in faid city: and 
whereas David Lattimore, Garret E. Pendergraft, William 
Lyon, Jofeph Macrery, James Speed, Andrew Macrery and 
Frederick Seip, phyficians of that place, have humanely prof- 
fered their profeffional fervices gratis, for the benefit of fuch 
an inftitution : 

Sec. 1. Be it therefore enatted by the Legiflative Council and 
Houfe of Reprefentatives of the Mifiifippi Territory, in General 
Affembly convened, That there be erected and eftablifhed in the 
city of Natchez, a hofpital for the reception and relief of in- 
digent boatmen and other paupers of every defcription in this 
territory, who may be in want of medical aid and affiftance, 
and who, if without the limits of the city, may be fent thither 
by order of any juftice, at the expenfe of his proper county ; 
to be called and known by the name of * Natchez Hofpital,” 
to be under the care, government and regulation of a body 
politic and corporate, as herein after provided. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That John Steel, Adam 
Bingaman, William Brooks, William G. Forman, Abijah Hunt, 
John Girault, Ferdinand L. Claiborne, Samuel Poftlethwait, 
jun. John Henderfon, and Job Ruth, together with the mayor 
of the city of Natchez for the time being, be, and they are 
hereby created a body politic and corporate, by the name of 
‘© The Prefident and Truftees of the Natchez Hofpital ;” and 
that they and their fucceffors duly elected members of the 
faid corporation, fhall be and remain a body politic and corpo- 
rate by that name forever ; and they and their fucceffors fhall 
be perfons in law capable of fuing and being fued, pleading 
and being impleaded, in all courts and places whatfoever, and 
may have a common feal, and alter and change the fame at 
pleafure ; and they and their fucceffors fhall by the fame name 
in law be capable of receiving, purchafing, holding and con- 
veying any eftate real or perfonal for the inftitution and ufe of 
faid hofpital; and all fubfcriptions, donations, grants, gifts, be- 
quefts and devifes, made or that may be made, for the inftitu- 
tion or ufe of faid hofpital, fhall appertain to, and veft in faid 
corporation by the aforefaid name, for the ufe and benefit of 
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faid hofpital, and for effe€ting the purpofes and intentions of 
the donors and grantors. | 

Sec. 3. Aad be it further enaéted, That the number of faid- 
truftees, including the prefident, fhall not exceed eleven, fix of 
whom fhall be a quorum to do any bufinefs in their corporate 
capacity ; and the mayor of the city of Natchez {hall ex’ officio 
be prefident, but in his abfence-a préfident prd tempore may be 
elected ; and faid prefident and truftces fhall have power, from 
time to time, to fill up all vacancies that may happen in faid 
corporation, by the election of {uitable perfons as fucceffors, and 
they fhall have power and authority to determine the time and 
place of their meetings, and the manner of hotifying the fame. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enaéted, That faid prefident and 
truftees fhall eleét from their own body, a treafurer, who 
fhall give bond and fecurity to faid corporation, in the fum 
of ten thoufand dollars, conditioned for the faithful perform- 
ance of the duties of his office, and for rendering a juft and 
true account of all monies, fecurities and property of every 
kind coming into his poffeflion as treafurer, when and as often. 
as thereto required ; and all deeds figned and delivered by faid 
treafurer, by order of faid prefident and truftees, fealed with 
their feal, fhall, when made in their corporate name, be confi- 
dered in law as the deed of faid corporation; and all monies, 
fecurities and other property of faid prefident and truftees, 
coming into the hands of faid treaiurer, together with all books 
in which his accounts, as treafurer, are entered and kept, and 
all papers and vouchers thereto appertaining, that may be in 
his hands at the expiration of his office, fhall, on demand of 
him, his executors or adminiftrators, be paid and delivered 
over to his fucceffors; and all monies recovered on the trea- 
furer’s bond, fhall be paid to the prefident and truftees, for 
the ufes, and fubjeét to the appropriations aforefaid. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enaéed; That faid prefident and 
truftees, fhall have power and authority, from time to time, 
and at all times hereafter, to employ phyficians and furgeons 
to attend faid hofpital, with fuch powers and under fuch regu- 
lations.as faid prefident and truftees fhall-deem expedient: 
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Provided, That fuch phyficians and furgeons fhall be of the 
city of Natchez, fo long as the medical faculty in that place 
will attend the inftitution gratis. And faid prefident and truf- 
tees fhall have power and authority to elect and appoint mana- 
gers, overfeers, or ftewards of faid hofpital, and all neceffary 
officers and fervants, to declare the tenures, falaries, emolu 
ments and duties of officers, to determine the mode of afcer 
taining what defcription of perfons or patients are entitled 
admiffion into faid hofpital, and to benefits of the inftitution 
gratis, and what defcription of perfons or patients fhall be ad- 
mitted on terms of compenfation and the quantum thereof, to 
make and ordain all reafonable rules, ordinances and bye-laws 
(not repugnant to the ordinances and laws of this territory) 
with reafonable penalties for the good government of faid in- 
ftitution. 

Sec. 6. And be it further enaéted, That faid prefident and 
truftees be, and they are hereby empowered, to erect.and keep 
in repair, one or more houfe or houfes for a hofpital, and fuch 
other buildings as they may deem neceflary for faid inftitution. 

ogc. 7. And be it further enacted, That the legiflature of this 
territory may grant any further powers to, or alter, limit, annul 
or reftrain any of the powers by this act vefted in faid corpo- 
ration, «s fhall be judged neceffary to promote the benevolent 
objeéts and beft intereft of faid inftitution. 

Sec. 8. «and be it further enaéted, That there be and hereby 
is granted to the prefident and truftees of the Natchez hofpi- 
tal, for the ufe and benefit, and for the purpofe of fupport- 
ing the fame, the annual fum of one thoufand dollars, to be 
paid out of the treafury of this territory, for the {pace of five 
years from the firft day of May next enfuing. 


PHILANDER SMITH, Speaker of the Houfe of 
Reprefentatives. 
JOHN ELLIS, Prefident of the Legiflative Council. 
ApproveD, January the 18th, 1805. 
CATO WEST, Secretary of the Miffifippi Terri- 
tory, acting as Governor of the fame. 


Vor. II. M 
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Plan of a Code of Health and Lengevity. 


The following is extraéted from a “ Profpeétus of a new 
work, to be intitled The Code of Health and Longevity, by 
Sir Jobn Sinclair, Bart.” A gentleman well-known for his fta- 
tiftical inquiries, and various philofophical purfuits. 


SKETCH OF THE PLAN. 


THE medical authors who have hitherto written on health, 
have commonly reftricted their obfervations to fix general 
heads: 1. Air; 2. Diet; 3. Motion and Reft; 4. Sleeping 
and Watching; 5. Retention and Excretion; and 6. ‘The 
Paffions of the Mind. To thefe they have given the fingu- 
lar name of the fix NON-NATURALS, from the idea, that 
though, if they were managed with prudence, they might be 
entitled to the name of Naturals, yet as they are much oftener 
abufed, and thence are the fource of various diforders, they are 
more frequently acting againft, than with nature, and therefore 
may be properly termed Non-Naturals.* Some authors on 
health have alfo gone into the difcuffion of what they call 
Non-Neceffaries+, in which they include clothing and the pro- 
feffions of life. But as fuch a mode of explaining the doc- 
trines of health and longevity, is in many refpects defective 
and exceptionable, it is not propofed to adhere to it upon the 
prefent occafion. 

The moft natural divifion of the fubjeét under confideration, 
feems to be, to point out, 

1. The circumftances which neceffarily tend to promote 
health and longevity, independent of individual attention. 


* Lynche’s Guide to Health, p. 61» Mackenzie, in his Hiftory of Health, 
Introd. p. 4. gives a different account of the compound word xon-natural, 
which, he fays, originated from the jargon of the Peripatetic fchools. It 
was firft mentioned by Galen, who divides things relating to the human 
bedy into three clafles: Things which are natural to it; things which are 
non-natural ; and, things which are extraenatural. (Clafs. 7. lib. de Ocul. Par- 
tic. tertia, c- 2) From this fantaftical diftinétion, the epithet non-natural, 


he fays, firft arofe. 
+ Strother’s Effay on Sicknefs and Health, p- 445- 
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2. The rules, which, if obferved by an individual, have a 
tendency to preferve health and exiltence, even where thefe in- 
dependent circumftances are wanting. And, 

3. The regulations by which the general] health and fafety 
of a great community are protected from the various inju 
ries to which they are likely to be expofed. 


Part I. Circumftances which neceffarily tend to promote Health 
and Longevity. 


It will hardly be difputed, that while individuals differ fo 
much from each other with regard to a variety of important 


particulars, as theclimate in which they refide, the manner in 


which they are formed, &c. that there muft neceffarily be a 
material difference with refpeét to the duration of their lives. 
It is effential therefore, in the firft place, to afcertain, what 
thefe particulars are. It feems to me that they may be all 
comprehended under the following general heads : 

1. Form and growth of the individual. 2. Natural confti- 
tution. 3. Difpofition of mind. 4. Parentage. 5. Climate. 
6. Education. 7. Rank in life. 8. Particular occupation. 
g. Connubial connexion. And, to. Sex. 

Where a favourable condition of all, or the greater part of 
thefe circumftances occur, there, health and longevity may be 
expected. 

In fome particular cafes alfo, it may be proper to remark, 
that nature feems to make a frefh effort, and in fome meafure 
to renew the diftinétions of youth, and fome of the circum- 
{tances which attend it. 


Part Il. Rules for preferving Health and promoting Longevity. 


It is evident, that if men lived uniformly in a healthy climate, 
were poffeffed of ftrong and vigorous frames, were defcended 
from healthy parents, were educated in a hardy and ative 
manner, were poffeffed of excellent natural difpofitions, were 
placed in refpectable fituations in life, were engaged only in 
healthy occupations, were happily connected in marriage, &c, 
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&c. there would be little occafion for medical rules. But it is 
univerfally known, that fome individuals enjoy only a part of 
thofe advantages, whilft others poffefs hardly any of them 
complete. Hence arifes the neceflity of attending to thofe rules 
which obfervation and experience have pointed out as being the 
moft likely to counteract the difadvantages arifing from fo ma- 
terial a want as of any of the natural advantages above enu- 
merated. ‘Thefe rules relate to 

1. Air. 2. Diet. 3. Digeftion, and its effe&ts. 4. Cloth- 
ing. 5. Habitation. 6. Exercife of the mind. 7. Exercife 
of the body. 8. Sleep. g. Amufements. 10. Habits. 11. Tem- 
per, or difpofition. And, 12. Medicine. 

To which will be added, feveral rules of a satin na- 
ture, concerning the means of alleviating the effects of the va- 
rious accidents to which perfons are expofed; together with 
obfervations on the neceflity of adhering to different rules ac- 
cording to climate, peculiar occupations, &c. 


Part III. Regulations for the Health of the Community. 


It is in vain, however, that either nature has formed an indivi- 
dual for long life, or that he obferves all thofe rules which are 
neceflary for the prefervation of health, unlefs attention be 
paid by the government of a country, to the happinefs and 
fafety of its fubjects. This is a point which has feldom been 
attended to in the manner in which its importance deferves. 
While the attention of lawgivers is unceafingly directed toa 
variety of lefs important objects, thofe regulations on which 
the fafety of the people at large depend are unfortunately neg- 
leted. Yet what can be more pernicious, than to fuffer the 
climate of a country, for inftance, to continue noxious to the 
health of its inhabitants, merely for want of drainage, cultiva- 
tion and improvement, when thoufands of inftances might be 
adduced of the advantages which have refulted from the adop- 
tion of an oppofite fyftem ? What can be more impolitic, than 
to permit unwholefome provifions and other articles, to be 
fold, without punifhing thofe who thus attempt to injure the 
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health, perhaps to deftroy the exiftence, of their fellow-crea- 
tures ? What more dangerous, than to permit public amufe- 
ments of a pernicious nature; to authorife improper cuftoms ; 
to neglect the education of youth, when the foundation ought 
to be Jaid of their future health and ftrength; to fuffer pub- 
lic inftitutions to become the feminaries of difeafe ; to difregard 
the fafety of thofe who are trained for the public defence; to 
fanction the fale of noxious or doubtful medicines ; and, above 
all, to permit the leaft rifk of contagious diforders being ad- 
mitted into a country, by which its whole population may be 
affected ¢ 

The police of public health, therefore, is a moft important 
branch of the propofed inquiry ; and the events which have 
recently happened in Spain and at Gibraltar, have given it ad- 
ditional intereft. It may be treated of under the following 
general heads : 

1. Police of climate. 2. Police of phyfical education. 3. Po- 
lice of diet. 4. Police of public amufements. 5. Police of 
habits and cuftoms. 6. Police of public inftitutions. 7. Po- 
lice for the health of failors and foldiers. And, 8- Police of 
medicine and the means of promoting its improvement. 


CoNCLUSION. 


Such is the plan of the intended work, which others might 
doubtlefs have executed with more ability, but none with a 
more anxious wifh, that it may prove /ubffantially /erviceable 
to the interefts of human nature; or, at any rate, ufeful to 
thofe, who may apply their talents, to render the invefltiga- 
tion therein carried on, ftill more complete. 





Converfion of Animal Matter into Adipocire. 


‘© AN extraordinary difcovery was lately made in a court- 
lage, on a rifing ground belonging to Chapel Farm, in the pa- 
rifh of Cruwys Morchand, near Tiverton. The houfe and ef- 
tate are the property of Mr. Brooks, a wealthy and refpecta- 
ble farmer, who -refides there. It was formerly a monaftery 
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belonging to the Auguftine friars; and, at the diffolution of 
the religious houfes, fell into the hands of the Cruwys’s, from 
whom, by various alienations, it came to the prefent poffeffor. 
In order to convert a very fine {pring into a pond, to water 
the meadows below, and alfo for the ufe of the cattle, Mr. 
Brooks difmantled the courtlage, the linhays, fheds, &c. and 
began to fink an extenfive pond. When the workmen had 
funk about ten feet from the furface, the ftrata appearing in a 
natural ftate, they came to a fpongy matter; it appeared to be 
a very thick cuticle of a brown colour. They foon found bits 
of bones, and lumps of folid fat, of the fame colour. Afto- 
nifhed at this difcovery, one of them ran for his mafter, who, 
upon viewing the place, fent for Mr. Sharland, a perfon of 
great experience and practice as a farrier, in the neighbour- 
hood. It was then refolved cautioufly to work round the car- 
cafe; and at laft the complete body of a hog was found, re- 
duced to the colour and fubftance of an Egyptian mummy: the 
flefh was fix inches thick, and the hair upon the fkin very long 
and elaftic. As the workmen went on further, a confidera- 
ble number of hogs, of various fizes, were found in different 
pofitions ; in fome places two or three together ; in other places 
fingly, at a fhort diftance. Upon the bodies being expofed in 
contact with the open air, they did not macerate nor reduce to 
powder, as is ufually the cafe with the animal economy after 
lying two or three centuries divefted of air; perhaps this may 
be occafioned by the mucilage of the bacon- This piggery 
continued to the depth of twelve feet, when the workmen ftop- 
ped for the feafon, and the pond was filled with water. The 
oldeft man in the parifh had never heard that the ground had 
ever been broken; and, indeed, the feveral {trata being entire, 
renders it impoffible to conjecture from what caufes this ex- 
traordinary phenomenon can be accounted for. The Cruwys 
have a complete journal of remarkable events which have hap- 
pened in the parifh for three centuries ; and not the leaft men- 
tion is made of any diforder which could occafion fuch a num- 
ber of {wine to be buried in fuch a fituation.” 
Annual Review. 
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Obfervations on Quackery. 


“ HERE let me beg the reader to confider the power and 
province of mere rules in pra¢tical affairs of the eafieft kind. 
No one has, I fuppofe, yet come forward with pretenfions to 
teach the coarfeft handicraft by a book, But in the tumult of 
literary projects, amid which we live, fcarce any abfurdity be- 
ing impoffible, let us imagine fome adventurer, fufficiently in- 
toxicated to undertake to communicate the capacity for exer- 
cifing one of our humbleft, and moft ufeful trades, without 
apprenticefhip, by a tract on domeffic fhoe-making. Should any 
one, after ftudying this tract, conceit himfelf qualified to han- 
dle the awl and the paring knife, 1 Jeave it to be imagined by 
the reader, how unmercifully the leather would be pricked and 
flafthed, and what would be the condition of the poor toes, con- 
demned to be lodged in the receptacle, prepared by thefe learn- 
ed hands. Does common fenfe fpurn at the idea of efficacious 
inftruction in fuch an art by fuch means? Are the qualities, 
then, of leather more complicated than thofe of the living bo- 
dy? Does the art of managing the former to moft advantage 
require along apprenticefhip, and not that of managing the 
latter? Are the tools that lie within the compafs of the fhoe- 
maker’s bench, more eafy to employ properly, than the articles 
of the materia medica? I fee, indeed, one effential difference : 
the incompetent mechanic will foon be marked; no clumfy 
workmanthip of his can pafs: whereas, in medicine, bunglers 
may go on, I know not how long, without difgrace. This 
chance of efcaping detection is, no doubt, an encouragement 
for private praétitioners, fach as nothing can countervail, if they 
be agitated by the fame reftlefs damon that poffeffed Lord 
Chefterfield’s blood-letting peer. But I have no hope of effect- 
ing any thing, except with active, but mifguided benevolence. 
Infanity muft be differently dealt with, and wrong-headednefs 
is fcarce to be reclaimed by plain dictates of prudence. Other- 
wife, a confideration, yet untouched, would be decifive! For 
the defeét of the artifan, who leaves his work imperfect, can 
be afterwards fupplied. But an amending hand may be vainly 
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applied in cafe of omiffion during ficknefs, where it is often 
juft as fatal to leave undone what is right, as to do what is 
wrong. What then fhall we think of the defence, which con- 
{cious incapacity is fo apt to fet up by anticipation: very fim- 
ple my advice is: you may be fure, if it does no good, it can do 
no harm! Qh, yes, but if it does no good, it can do harm—all 
poffible harm, provided in killing there be harm. It can arreft 
the reicuing hand, till the filent, but progreffive finger of fate 
move from, time is, to, time is no more. ‘There are plenty of oc- 
cafions on which water-gruel, upon this harmlefs principle, will 
do a man’s bufinefs juft as effeftually as laurel-water. And 
what, I pray, does it fignify to the killed, whether they come 
to their end by the fauce-pan or the ftill? ‘To the killer, the 
difference, we know, is all in all. Yet he who fimply thrufts 
his ignorance between the fick, and the means of recovery, 
will really have done more mifchief, inafmuch as he will have 
more largely accumulated pain upon death. And furely, where 
Jaw cannot interfere, the call is fo much louder for public cen- 
fure. Itis by far too unequal a game to be allowed in fociety, 
where one party flakes empty profeffions of good-will againft 
the other’s exiftence.” Beddoes’ Hygeia. 


Patent for Bleeding with Leeches!!! 


It appears by the papers of late, that a perfon of this city 
has procured a patent for the bleeding with leeches, than 
which a more knavifh piece of monopoly was {fcarcely ever 
known. ‘That the United States fhould, for the benefit of an 
individual, commit itfelf in a way which muft evidently prove 
detrimental to hundreds, is certainly matter of deep regret, as 
it does not evince any folicitude for the mutual advantages of 
all its members. That a perfon fhould have the effrontery 
to endeavour to obtain a patent, for what has now for many 
years been publicly pra¢tifed both in this city and in Europe, 
does not furprife; but the weaknefs or ignorance evinced in 
granting it, is truly wonderful. It would certainly have 
been wife in thofe who have the privilege of granting patents, 
to have firft afcertained what they were about to do, as it is be- 
lieved it would readily have appeared to them, that this was 
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above the powers which they poffefs. They might as well 
pretend to grant a patent for bleeding with a lancet, or by 
means of cupping-glaffes; and it would be but proper for 
the whole body of medical men to evince their diflike of fuch 
unjuft and illiberal conduét, by withholding from the perfon 
alluded to, all the fupport in their power. A court of juttice 
jo far from affigning any forfeit to him for an encroachment on 
his privileges, would rather fine him for encreaching on the 
privileges of the multitude. 

It would be fatisfatory to know what fuccefs has attended 
our adventurer in his breeding of leeches, to which we are in- 
formed his patent extends! If the United States poffefs the 
power of granting the privilege of breeding by patent, we 
may reafonably entertain hopes of fupplying in a few years the 
unfettled parts of our country with a fufficiency of /ive frock of 
all defcriptions, without further importation ! ! ! Editor. 


Corrofive Sublimate to preferve from putrefaction. 


As it is of much confequence to have an eafy and cheap 
method of preferving anatomical and morbid preparations, it 
is prefumed the following will be of fervice, in precluding the 
ufe of fpirits, which, from the neceflity of frequent renewal, 
owing to evaporation, &c. is rendered very expenfive. 

The following is taken from a ‘* Memoir lately publifhed by 
Cit. Chauffier, profeffor in the {chool of medicine at Paris, on 
the means of preferving the dead bodies of animals from pu- 
trefaction, and preferving their effential form, and. even of 
giving them frefhnefs and the appearance of life.’’ 

‘‘-After fome primary confiderations, which ferve as a bafis 
to his refearches, Cit. Chauffier examines the different proced- 
fes which have been fucceflively employed, for the preferva- 
tion of entire carcafes, or of anatomical pieces; and after hav- 
ing remarked that fome are illufory, and that the others do not 
protect animal fubftances from the voracity of infects; that 
all are attended with the inconvenience of altering the effen- 
tial configuration, and of reducing the body to a fhapelefs 
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mafs, he announces the folution of fur-oxygenated muriat of 
mercury, in diftilled water, as the moft likely method to ac- 
complifh the defirable object. The ufe of this faline folution 
on animal fubftances, muft vary according to the fize and the 
condition of the object which it is intended to preferve. If it 
be only a feparate piece, like the moft of anatomical prepara- 
tions, it is fufficient to plunge it in a folution of fur-oxygenated 
muriat of mercury, and to add in the vafe one or more knotted 
parcels of fine linen, which contain fome grammes of this 
mercurial falt, a precaution effential to the enfuring its remain- 
ing always equally faturated. After ten, twenty, or thirty 
days of immerfion, that is to fay, when the part has been pe-- 
netrated through its whole extent by the faline folution, when 
a new combination has been operated through all its points, 
we may drawit out of the liquor and place it in a narrow- 
necked jar or bottle filled with diftilled water, lightly charged 
with fur-oxygenated muriat of mercury, or elfe it may be ex- 
pofed in a well-aired place, fheltered from the fun and from 
duft; it will then get dry, by little and little, acquire a confift- 
ence and a hardnefs refembling wood ; and in this ftate, fays 
the profeflor, it can no longer be either altered by the air, or 
attacked by infects. This, indeed, has been fufficiently proved 
Bi ee by his experiments; Cit. Chauffier having for many years 
a abandoned pieces thus prepared, to infects and to the viciffi- 
i ‘i tudes of the atmofphere. 

‘¢ The prefervation of the entire body requires particular care 
and attention, all the details of which it would be impoffible 
i to comprife in a fimple notice. It is in fome meafure a new 
i} art, the procefs of ‘which can only be well executed by an 
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Me i experienced anatomift. It may be remarked, however, that to 
ih fucceed completely in this preparation, there fhould be, by 
i preliminary incifions, performed according to art, certain fo- 


penetrate eafily and readily through the texture of all the 
it parts; and when it is intended to give frefhnefs and the ap- 
rr pearance of life to the cadaver, it will be requifite, previoully, 
i to fill the veffels and cellular tiffues with a folution of co- 


ramina or apertures made, by which the faline folution may 
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loured gelatine or jelly. There fhould be, likewife, placed in 
the ocular orbits, eyes of enamel, proportioned to the age and 
habitual condition of the fubjeét. After thefe preparatory 
procefles, the cadaver fhould be plunged in the faline folution 
of fur-oxygenated muriat of mercury, and be kept there longer 
or fhorter, according to its bulk or magnitude; after which 
it fhould be taken out to let it dry flowly, and thus form a 
fort of mummy as durable as thofe of Egypt, and which has, 
moreover, the advantage of preferving the characters and et- 


fential traits of phyfiognomy.”* Med. &§ Phys. Four. 


Smith's Experiments on Wounds of the Inteftines. 


HAVING at page 107 of the rft vol. of the Medical Mufe- 
um, given copious extra¢ts from that part of Mr. Aftley Cooper’s 
celebrated work on hernia, which treats of wounds of the 
inteftines ; with a comparifon of the difference in the facility 
with which longitudinal and tranfverfe wounds unite, and which 
by the experiments there detailed, were eminently favourable to 


* In the month of September laft, I took from a body, a difeafed portion, 
and expofed it in an open veffel with fome fpirits. In a few days it began 
to grow very offenfive ; I therefore threw away the fpirits and fupplied the 
place with a folution of corrofive fublimate, about >i. or 3{fs. to nearly jpi. of 
water. In this, the preparation continued for feven or eight months expofed 
to the air, and was then perfectly free from any putrid taint. In the early 
part of this year I opened a body in which the inteftines were in the highett 
ftate of inflammation, and in many places fphacelated, fo as fcarcely to bear 
‘the flighteft touch without breaking. The fmell was fo penetrating and of- 
fenfive, that it was above a week before it left my coat. I brought away 
fome portions of the inteftines, and put them into a weak folution of the 


corrofive fublimate in water, which effectually deftroyed the fmell in a few 


minutes, and has added greatly to the firmnefs of the preparation. ‘To thefe 
facts I may add, that having fome years ago injected and diffected, feveral {nails 
which I preferved in diluted alkohol, 1 was obliged occafionally to pour 
it off, to feparate it fram the fatty matter which gradually depofited from 
the preparations, and gave it a turbid appearance. As an experiment, I put 
thefe {nails into a weak folution of corrofive fublimate, which preferves them 
effectually, and has given them a firmnefs they before wanted, without any 
injury to the colours of the injection, and it has checked the further de- 
pofition of the above-mentioned fatty matter. Editor. 
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the traniverfe,---it may not be improper to quote the following 
interefting experiments on this fubjeét, from the Inaugural Ef- 
fay of Dr. Thomas Smith, of St. Croix, one of the medical gra- 
duates in the Univerfity of Pennfylvania, for the prefent year--- 
which Effay, he informs us, owes its rife to Mr. Cooper’s inva- 
luable work. As thefe experiments are not altogether fo unfa- 
vourable to the union of longitudinal wounds of the inteftines 
as thofe of Mr. Cooper, we may confider the point as yet 
fub judice, and expe a fucceflion of experiments may place 
the faét exactly as it ought to ftand. 
“¢ April 7.” 

“ Experiment [—Aflifted by my friend Mr. Klapp, an inci- 
fion was made into the abdomen of a dog; and one of the {mal 
inteftines having been brought into view, a tranfverfe fection 
was made into it, and the wound fecured by four ftitches, one 
at the mefentery, and the other three at equal diftances from 
each other: the threads were then cut off at the knots, and the 
external wound clofed by the interrupted future.* The animal 
did not appear to have fuffered materially from the operation, 
for in twenty-four hours he took food, and after the firft 
day exhibited no fymptoms of indifpofition. On the 3oth, 
he was killed, the wound of the inteftine was found com- 
pletely healed; the place at which the inteftine had been di- 
vided, appeared fomewhat thickened, confiderable adhefions 
were obferved among the {mall inteftines. Three of the li- 
gatures had difappeared, the other was ftill remaining loofely 
attached to the internal coat, and probably would have been 
difcharged in the fame manner as the others, had the dog been 
permitted to live a few days longer.” 

“< Experiment I[.,—Qn another dog, I repeatcd-the fame ope- 
ration, with this difference, that the ligatures which had been 
eut off in the preceding experiment at the inteftine, were now 
left out at the external wound, in cafe it fhould be neceffary 
to withdraw them. In confequence of the reftleffnefs of the 
animal during the operation, confiderable violence was done to 


* 'The interrupted future was ufed in every inftance for fecuring the ex- 
ternal wound, unlefs particularly mentioned. 
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the parts, before they could be reduced. On the fecond day 
after the operation, the dog appeared fo ill as to make his re- 
covery doubtful: on the 4th day, it was thought proper to 
remove the ligatures; after this he appeared better and took 
nourifhment. On the rgth, he was killed: upon laying open 
the abdomen, the effeéts of inflammation were ftill obvious. 
The omentum was found adhering to the parietes of the ab- 
domen, and very much indurated. Preternatural adhefions had 
taken place among all the vifcera, but more particularly in 
the fmall inteftines, which were knotted and twifled together 
in an aftonifhing manner. ‘The inteftine at the place where 
the wound had been made was not quite united.” 
“ April 9.” 

“ Experiment [1].---Several of my friends honoured me with 
their attendance, whilft the following experiments were per- 
formed; the abdomen of a dog having been opened, and the 
{mall inteftines brought into view, a longitudinal incifion of 
about an inch and a half was made parallel with the mefentery, 
which was fecured by four ftitches, and the intermediate {paces 
fewn with a fine thread to prevent the faeces from efcaping into 
the cavity of the abdomen :* the threads were cut off at the 
inteftine. ‘The animal died in about thirty-fix hours. On dif- 
fe&tion the marks of inflammation were found much lefs than 
might have been expected. 

« The wound in the inteftine was completely torn open, ex- 
cepting at one ftitch.” 

“< Experiment IV.---A full-grown dog was fubmitted to the 
fame experiment as the former, with this difference, that the 
intermediate {paces between each ftitch were left unfewn. Six 
hours after the operation, the animal vomited {ftercoraceous 
matter, appeared dull and drowfy. On the 1oth, in confe- 
quence of food being offered, of which he took a fmall quan- 
tity, vomiting was again excited. On the 12th, he took food, 
and from that time appeared to be doing well. Seven days 


* According to the propofal of Thompfon of Edinburgh. 
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after he was killed; on opening the abdomen the omentum 
was found adhering to the fite of the external wound, being 
confiderably indurated. ‘The mefenteric glands were enlarged. 
The wound in the inteftine was not completely united; two of 
the ligatures had difappeared« The other two ftill remained ; 
the wounded gut had adhered to the mefentery and adjoining 
portion of inteftine.” 
“© April to.” 

* Experiment V.---On a full-grown tarrier, I repeated the for- 
mer experiment, wifhing to fee, whether a longitudinal incifion 
could not by great care and attention, be fo managed, as to do 
away the opinion of its being univerfally fatal. To effect 
which, a very {mall opening was made through the parietes of 
the abdomen, and a portion of inteftine being brought into 
view, it was divided longitudinally for about two inches, and 
afterwards fecured by fix ftitches which were cut off at the 
knots. ‘The parts having been returned, the lips of the exter- 
nal wound were brought together and fecured by adhefive 
plaifter.* The animal did not appear to have fuffered in the 
Jeaft from the operation, for in lefs than twenty-four hours 
he took food, and has continued doing well ever fince.” 

“© April 16.” 

“ Experiment VI.---Pleafed with my fuccefs in the preceding 
experiment, I obtained another dog and opened his abdomen. 
In one of the fmall inteftines, I made a longitudinal wound 
for about three inches, and treated it in every refpect fimilar to 
that related above. This animal appeared to have fuffered ve- 
ry little more than the other, confidering the extent of the 
wound, for in about twenty-eight hours he eat, and con- 
tinued doing fo until the tenth day after the operation, 
when he refufed nourifhment. Two days after he died ; on 
examination, it was found that the wound had healed complete- 
ly, but direétly above the wound a bone half an inch long, and 





* For it was obferved, that the ligature ufed for fecuring the external wound 
increafed the inflammation very much. | 
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nearly as broad, was difcovered to have perforated the intef- 
tine.”* 

“ Experiment VII.—--Withing to know how much of the in- 
teftine might be removed, without much endangering the life 
‘of the animal, I performed the following experiment: having 
obtained a full-grown dog, an incifion was made into the cavi- 
ty of the abdomen, and two inches of one of the {mall inteftines 
were removed ; the divided portions were then brought toge- 
ther, and the wound was treated as the tranfverfe incifions had 
been. In diffeéting off the divided portion of inteftine, fome 
of the branches of the mefenteric arteries were wounded, but 
did not bleed during the operation. On vifiting him in the af- 
ternoon, I found there had been a confiderable hemorrhage 
which ftill continued. I did not open the wound, but applied 
a piece of wetted linen to the parts, which had the defired ef- 
feét. On the 18th, the belly being fomewhat tenfe, two of the 
external ligatures were cut away, that the bleod, fhould any 
have collected, might be difcharged; but the wound did not 
open, and the dog foon refumed the appearance of perfect 
health, which continued without interruption until May 6, when 
he was Killed. ‘The divided portions of inteftine were found 
united, and the ligatures had been all difcharged.”+ 

“© Experiment V I[].---Having opened the abdomen of a point- 
er pup, three inches of inteftine were excifled ; the arteries being 
fecured, the inteftine in other refpcects, was treated as the laft 
had been. In twenty minutes after the operation, he vomited 
the food which he had taken in the morning, and appeared 
dull the remaining part of the day. Three days after the ope- 
ration, he took food, and continued doing well. May 6th, 
he was killed, and the abdomen being opened, it was with dif. 
ficulty I could afcertain where the divifion had been; the 
coats of the inteftine appeared fomewhat thickened; one of 
the ligatures remained attached internally. 


* This muft have been owing to a diminution of the inteftinal canal which 
is always produced by longitudinal wounds of the inteftines. , 

+ The vifcera in this experiment appeared much more natural than in any 
other, probably: from the hemorrhage that took place, which fhews the propriety 
of bleeding largely in fuch cafes. 
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“ April 18.” 

“‘ Experiment [X.—Having divided the inteftine of a dog 
tran{verfely, I attempted to treat it in the manner fpoken of by 
Mr. Ramdohr, viz. by introducing the upper extremity of the di- 
vided inteftine within the lower; after having procured a piece 
of candle, as direéted by him, it was inferted into that portion 
of inteftine, which was fuppofed to be the uppermoft. Ithen 
endeavoured to introduce the fuperior within the inferior, but 
the extremities of each became fo inverted, that it was found 
utterly impoffible to fucceed ; it was therefore given up and 
treated in the way recommended by Mr. John Bell, ufing only 
one ftitch, and faftening it to the parietes of the abdomen. The 
dog took food theyday after. On the 20th, it was obferved 
that the feces were difcharging at the external wound, when 
the animal appeared very weak, but ftill continued to take 
food. On the 21{t, he was much worfe, and the abdomen be- 
ing tenfe, the ligatures at the external wound were removed 
to facilitate the difcharge of the feces, which gave a tempo- 
rary relief. On the 22d he died. On examination there was 
found a confiderable quantity of feces and water in the abdo.. 
minal cavity. One portion of the inteftine had united to the 
external wound through which part of the feces were dif- 
charged.” 

© April 28.” 

“ Experiment X, and X1.—Withing to give Mr. John Bell’s 
method of ftitching an inteftine a fair trial, I made the follow- 
ing experiments : having obtained two full-grown dogs, a 
tran{verfe incifion was made into the inteftines of each of them, 
which was fecured by one ftitch and faftened to the wound. 
No. 10, died in about twenty-four hours. ‘The marks of in- 
flammation were very great, and the faces had been difcharged 
into the abdomen. No. 11, died on the 2d of May. ‘The in- 
teftines appeared very much inflamed, feces as in the other in- 
{tances were found in the abdomen, alfo water which the ani- 
mal had drank. ‘The large inteftines appeared gangrenous, 


and tore very eafily.” 
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“ Experiment XII—A pointer put of about two months old 
was fubmitted to the following experiment: a triangular piece 
was cut out of one of the fmall inteftines, and the wounded 
inteftine fewn to the parietes of the abdomen. ‘The animal 
very foon fhewed fymptoms of indifpofition and died in thirty 
hours. On examination the peritoneum and all the vifcera of 
the abdomen were found confiderably inflamed, a quantity of 
water was. alfo in the cavity. 

“Jt appears then from the refult of my experiments on dogs, 
that not only the inteftine may be returned into the cavity of the 
abdomen, but that the ligatures may be cut off and returned 
with the inteftine,* and that we need not be under any appre- 
henfion of their being difcharged into the cavity, for by fome 
procefs of the animal economy of which we are ignorant, the 
ligatures have in every inftance either been difcharged with 
the feces or been found loofely attached to the internal coat 
of the inteftine. It has been faid by Meffrs. Cooper and 
Thompfon, that there is a curious difference in the facility with 
which a longitudinal and tranfverfe wound of the inteftine 
unites. But in all the experiments which I have made, it was 
found that with care the longitudinal united as kindly as the 
tran{verfe, only requiring a little more attention to the diet of 
the animal, which fhould be very fparing and liquid until the 
wound has had time to heal. It certainly requiges more pains 
to clofe a longitudinal wound of the inteftine completely, than 
one which is tranfverfe. The longitudinal incifion always oc- 
cafions a diminution in the diameter of the inteftinal canal, 
thereby producing dangerous obftruétions. If it fhould be of 
any confiderable extent, probably the furgeon would be jufti- 
fied in cutting out the wounded portion and treating it as a 
tranfverfe divifion. ‘This may be done without much endan- 
gering the life of the animal, as appears by two experiments 
where three inches of the inteftines were removed.” 


* As was obferved by Mr. Thompfon of Edinburgh. 
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Marine Spencer. 


Defcription of the Marine Spencer, for the prefervation of 
lives in cafes of fhipwreck or other accidents at fea, invented 
by Mr. Knight Spencer, of Broad-ftreet, Cheapfide, for which 
the Royal Humane Society awarded him their honorary filver 
medallion. ‘ This Spencer confifts of a girdle to fit the body, 
fix inches broad, compofed of about eight hundred old tavern 
corks ftrung upon a ftrong wire, well lafhed together with lay- 
cord, covered with canvafs, and painted in oil, fo as to make 
it water proof; when it is wanted, it is to be flided from 
the feet clofe up under the arms, and to be faftened over each. 
fhoulder by means of tapes or cords. A perfon thus equipped 
may fafely truft himfelf to the waves, for he will float head 
and fhoulders above water in any ftorm, and by paddling with 
his hands may eafily gain the fhore.” Month. Mag. 


Bene Broth. 


Citizen Cadet de Vaux, fuperintendant of the military hof- 
pital of Paris, &c. having long turned his thoughts to the 
enormous wafte that is made of bones, and on the means of 
ameliorating the fubfiftence of the indigent claffes, the fick, 
poor, &c. gives it as his opinion, that the only method to ex- 
tract, with eafe, the nutritive fubftance from bones, is to pul- 
verife them. The author has made his experiments and ob- 
fervations the fubjeét of a memoir which he has lately pub- 
lifhed. In this he acknowledges himfelf indebted to the dog 
for the idea of pulverization. He further obferves, that one 
pound of bones will furnifh as much broth as fix pounds of 
meat, and that the broth of bones, confidered as an article of 
diet, is preferable to the broth of meat,” &c. &c. Citizen 
Regnault has caufed a peftle and mortar to be founded at his 
foundery, for this particular purpofe, and with a view to re- 
alize the object of thefe nfeful labours. Ibid. 


W ater-proof Cloth. 


It is well known that for fome years paft feveral methods 
have been tried to render cloth impermeable to water, and the 
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inventors of this procefs have kept the difcovery a myftery. 
There was, however, reafon to fuppofe that fome fat oil made 
the bafis of thefe recipes. A bottle of this Jiquor, the effi- 
cacy of which was known, having fallen by chance into the 
hands of Mr. Vauquelin, he was defirous to difcover the com- 
pofition of it. The following is the manner in which this 
chemift thinks it is compofed, bating the proportions. Soap 
and ftrong glue, or any other gelatin, are diffolved in water. 
With this folution is mixed a folution of alum, which, being 
decompofed, forms in it a flaky precipitate, compofed of oil, 
alumine, and animal matter. Weak fulphuric acid is then ad- 
ded, to re-diflolve a part of the alumine, and to render the 
precipitate lighter, and to prevent it from falling to the bot- 
tom. But the alumine, when once combined with the oil and 
animal matter, does not re-diffolve entirely in the fulphuric 
acid ; for this reafon, the oil always remains very opaque, and 
neither rifes nor is precipitated. It may readily be conceived, 
that two large a quantity of fulphuric acid muft not be added. 
Mr. Vauquelin does not know whether this be exaétly the pro- 
cefs, but by following it, he has been able to obtain a fimilar 
liquid, which poffefies the fame properties. Tilloch. 


On the Precipitation of Metals. 


It has long been known that the metals precipitate each 
other from acids in their metallic ftate. Iron, for inftance, 
may be employed to throw down copper, and copper to pre- 
cipitate filver. But it has not been fufpected till lately, that 
the fame precipitations may be obtained when the metals are 
diffolved in alkalies; provided always, that the metals are em- 
ployed whofe oxyds are foluble in alkalies. K/aproth has 
lately publifhed a fet of curious experiments on this fubject. 
Lead was precipitated in the metallic ftate, by introducing a 
cylinder of zinc into a folution of oxyde of lead in pot-afh. 
The fame refult was obtained when zinc was put into folu- 
tions of oxyds of tin and tellurium in the fame alkali, and into 


fT 


—_—s 
=_— 





i png alas ibd ee 
eo Oe eee We 
a areae 

— 
ne = 


Sree 


peewe 





yr efiaeds. ina 2a cont naieetare nae , 
a eS ie ae Ra tee ress 





saad 
i 
og ewe SOTA 





a 


oe Se perenne 











ee 




















102 Medical and Philofophical Regifter. 


the folutions of oxyds of copper or tungften in ammonia. 
This laft refult points out an eafy method of reducing the 
very refractory metallic oxyds to the metallic ftate. 

Month. Mag. 


Experiments on Nickel. 


Mr. Richter is at prefent occupied in a feries of experi- 
ments upon nickel. In its pure ftate this metal is very 
malleable, nearly as brilliant as filver, and more attractable by 
the load-ftone than iron. It contains copper; but Mr. Rich- 
ter has found a method of freeing it from this metal. The 
oxyds of the purified nickel are of a much more lively green 
colour than the ordinary oxyds, and their folution in ammonia 
is of a pale blue colour. Month. Mag. 


Mode of preparing Brunfwick Green. 


The beautiful pigment difcovered by Kaftelyn, called Brun/- 
wick Green, much ufed on the continent for oil-painting and 
printed paper, is thus prepared: Shavings of copper are put 
into a clofe veffel, and fprinkled with a folution of muriate 
of ammonia (crude fal ammoniac). The copper appears to 
be firft diffolved by the acid, and then precipitated by the 
volatile alkali in this procefs. ‘The precipitate is wafhed and 
dried upon cloth or in wooden boxes. Three parts of the 
muriate of ammonia are fufficient for two of copper. 


Hiftorical Mag. 
Wilkinfon’s Patent for making White Lead. 


Inftead of corroding blue lead, by vinegar, in pots, with 
the heat of dung or bark, Mr. W. takes litharge and grinds 
it exceedingly fine in fea water, or in any other faline mixture ; 
and then by repeated trituration, wafhing and bleaching, he ob- 
tains white lead of the beft quality. The faline mixture is 
ufed to facilitate the procefs, and the cerufe may be procured 
by levigation, wafhings, and drying by the medium of the 
common air, more time being allowed for the operation. 

Ibid. 
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Gum, for Calico-printing. 


Mr. Stephen Wilkins, merchant, of Worcefter, thus de- 
{cribes his invention of a gum for calico-printing. 

To half a ton weight of {craps of pelts, or fkins, or pieces 
of rabbit fkins, or fheep’s trotters, add three hundred and fifty 
gallons of water, and boil them together for feven or eight 
hours, or until it becomes a ftrong fize. Then draw it off, 
and, when cold, weigh it. Warm it again, and to every hun- 
dred weight add four gallons of the ftrongeft {weet wort that 
can be made from malt, or twenty pounds weight of fugar, 
and when incorporated, take it off and put it into a cafk for 
ufe. 

This fubftitute for gum may be ufed by calico-printers in 
mixing up nearly all kinds of colours. By ufing a fixth part 
of gum with it, it will improve the gum, and be a faving of 
two hundred per cent; but without gum, of four hundred 
percent. It will alfo improve and preferve the pafte fo much 
ufed by printers. Ibid. 


Pafte to flop Holes in culinary Veffels. 

To fix parts of yellow potter’s clay is to be added 
one part of fteel filings, and a fufficient quantity of lin- 
feed oil. This being mixed into a pafte of the confiftence of 
glazier’s putty, the holes are to be filled with it, and after ex- 
pofure to heat it becomes quite hard. bid. 


Prevention of the Weavil in Sea-bread. 


The fatal effects of the weavil in fea-bread have long 
been feverely felt by feamen employed on long voyages: re- 
wards have been humanely offered by the legiflature for a cure 
or preventative, but hitherto without fuccefs. The following 
fact, difcovered by accident, is ftrongly recommended to the 
attention of thofe who may be concerned. 

A bag belonging to a powder-mill fell into a cauldron of 
liquid nitre; it was immediately taken out, plunged into cold 
water, and hung upto dry: feveral days after this circum- 
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{tance the bag was filled. with fea-bifcuit,:and fent on board a 
Welt.Indiaman, where it was ftored away amongft the cap- 
tain’s ftock. ‘The veffel was nine months out of England be- 
fore fhe proceeded on her paflage home, when the got becalm- 
ed, and remained fo long in that fituation, that her crew were 
forced to be put on half allowance, more particularly fo, as 
their bread was much deftroyed by the weavils, and was 
hourly confuming. ‘The captain at this time wifhing to make 
ufe of the bag above mentioned, which had not been opened 
fince the fhip left England, ordered it to be examined, when, 
greatly to his furprife, the whole contents were found to be per- 
fectly found, without any appearance of having been injured 
by any; a circumftance folely to be attributed to the quality of 
the bag. Tilloch. 


Serum of Blood ufed for Painting. 


In the Journal de Phyfique, of Ventofe, an. 11, is an ac- 
count of a new kind of painting with the ferum or watery 
part of the blood, by T. Carbonel, M. D. of Barcelona. See 
alfo Tilloch, v. 15. | 

It is afferted that it is as eafily applied as prepared ; and 
that it unites in it all the advantages of painting in oil, with- 
out any of its inconveniences. Its application as a cement 
for {tones of all dimenfions, efpecially thofe which are put in- 
to wood caiffons for building under water, together with feve- 
ral other valuable properties, are pointed out. | 


Obfervations on the Plague. 


As the work entitled -** Obfervations on the Difeafe called 
the Plague, the Dyfentery, and the Ophthalmy of Egypt, and 
on the means of prevention, &c. &c. By P. Affalini, M. D. one 
' of the chief furgeons of the confular guard, &c. &c.” is but 
little known in this country; and as it conveys the fentiments 
of a man who was much experienced in thofe difeafes; it may 
prove fatisfa€tory:to our readers to be acquainted with his opi-. 
nion relative to the contagion of the plague—we therefore, 
have extra“ted the following from the work itfelf. 
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“6 Whether this difeafe be really contagious ? 


6 Contagion has been diftingnifhed by authors into volatile 
contagion and fixed contagion. The plague, which is certainly 
of all difeafes the moft fevere and moft fatal, has been fup- 
pofed to arife from fixed contagion; and, according to the ef- 
tablifhed principles of lazarettos, it has been judged fufficient 
to avoid immediate contact to efcape the plague, and that hin- 
dering all communication will arreft its progrefs: without this 
precaution, they pretend that the difeafe is communicated, and 
propagates itfelf from one country to another. 

‘‘ T have feen a great number of perfons who have been at- 
tacked by the epidemic, after having had communication with 
others, who were already fick; and I would have adopted the 
conclufion, that it was to the contagion they ought to attribute 
their difeafe, if I had not alfo feen a much greater number 
who continued to enjoy good health, in fpite of the moft de- 
cided communication. I have even feen feveral individuals con- 
tract the difeafe, and die, although they had been living thut 
up, according tothe manner of the Franks. I fhould have 
thought it right to conclude, that the difeafe of which we are 
now {peaking was contagious, had I feen the Egyptians and Sy- 
rians fall under its influence as well as our foldiers, with whom 
they had conftant intercourfe. As foon as any one of our men 
was attacked, two Turks led or carried him to the hofpital. 
There is no doubt that feveral of them fhared the clothes of 
infected perfons, without contratting the difeafe. If it had been 
contagious, as is pretended, it would not have been poflible to 
have arrefted its progrefs in Lower Egypt, nor to have hinder- 
ed its {preading to Cairo. The lazaretto eftablifhed near Bou- 
lac was at that time of very little ufe towards effecting fo im- 
portant an object. It is well known, that the fear of quaran- 
tine only caufed the inhabitants to devife fchemes to elude the 
vigilance of the guards of health, and cuftom houfe officers. 
Several Frenchmen and fuperior officers coming from Alexan- 
dria and Damietta by the Nile to Cairo, to avoid being detain- 
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ed for five days in quarantine, landed, with their horfes, about 
a league from Boulac, and entered Cairo without performing 
it. How many pacquets and letters coming from Alexandria 
and Damietta, where the difeafe was raging, entered Cairo 
without producing any bad effet! What I have juft faid of 
the foldiers coming from Lower Egypt will apply to thofe who 
came from Syria, where the fame difeafe had broken out. 

‘¢ In the month of Floreal (April, May) three foldiers coming 
from Bekaire-Tel-Agy, a fort fituated three leagues from Cai- 
ro, where this difeafe had fthown itfelf, were conduéted to the 
hofpital of Ibrahim Bey: they died two days afterwards. Thefe 
men had intercourfe with more than frxty perfons. The com- 
mittee of health gave it as their opinion that they died of the 
plague, and ordered this hofpital to be put under a ftriét qua- 
rantine; during the courfe of which not a fymptom of the 
plague occurred, nor even a fingle death; although juft before 
there had died more than two every fortnight. 

«¢ After the death of feveral medical officers at Jaffa, General 
Grézieu, commanding this province, recommended to the 
commiffary of war, a native, who had the reputation of being 
an excellent phyfician for the plague: it was agreed that he 
fhould prefcribe under the infpection of a French furgeon. 
This man opened the buboes indifcriminately, his knowledge in 
medicine not being extenfive. For feveral years he had at- 
tended fuch inhabitants of Jaffa as were attacked by the plague, 
and he ufed no precaution whatever to preferve himfelf from 
this complaint, nor to avoid contact. Ihave feen him get up 
with his bare feet on the bed of General CGrézieu, covered 
with fweat, and take him by the arms to change his pofture, 
although he was then attacked with a carbuncle, of which he 
died an hour afterwards. When he had opened the buboes 
with his biftoury, he took a bit of lint, or a little charpee, 
to wipe it, after which he placed it between his forehead and 
his turban: he went in this way from one patient to another, 
not only in the hofpital, but even throughout the city, and did 
not put it back into his cafe, until his vifits were over. Citi- 
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weus Defgenette and Larray, the one phyfician, the other fur- 
geon in chief to the army of the eaft, as well as feveral others 
of my colleagues, expofed themfelves as much to the contagion 
without fuffering any inconvenience. It would be tedious to 
mention here all the particulars. Citizen Larray, befides the 
operations practifed in this difeafe, opened feveral of the dead 
bodies, and examined with great attention all the parts, but 
particularly the buboes, and the ftate of the lymphatic glands, 
all of which were in general found more or lefs enlarged. 
Citizen Defgenette pointed out to me two punctures, which he 
had made on himfelf, while in Syria, with a lancet dipt in the 
pus of a bubo: he made this inoculation, perfuaded that the 
difeafe was not contagious, and both of thefe learned and zea- 
lous ftaff officers have continued to enjoy good health. The 
Commander in Chief Bonaparte, great in every emergency, 
braved, on feveral occafions, the dangers of the contagion. 
I have feen him in the hofpitals at Jaffa, infpecting the wards, 
and talking familiarly with the foldiers attacked by the epi- 
demic fever and buboes: a conduct which: produced the beft 
effect, not only on the fpirits of the fick, but of the whole 
army. ‘This heroic example encouraged at the fame time the 
hofpital attendants, whom the progrefs of the dileafe, and 
the fear of contagion, had alarmed confiderably. I know that 
the advocates for contagion cite examples of perfons and very 
large families who have died, becaufe they had touched the 
fick, or the effects belonging to them, which, in their opi- 
nion, contained the germ of the difeafe: but they do not fore- 
fee, that it would refult from this reafoning, that what they 
fay of this difeafe, may be faid of the ophthalmy of Egypt, the 
fevers of Mantua, and, in fine, of all epidemics.” 


His obfervations on the ufe of frictions with oil, may alfo 
be acceptable. 

‘© It has been obferved, that thofe people who manufacture 
or carry oil, are never attacked with the plague. Hence, it 
has been maintained, that frictions of tepid oil prevent or cure 
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this difeafe. The refult of the obfervations made by Father 
Louis of Padua, director of the hofpital for the plague at 
Smyrna, is the moft favourable. He afferts, that during the 
twenty-feven years which he has been in this fituation, he has 
feen no means employed againft this difeafe more ufeful than 
frictions of oil; and to this day, in Smyrna, and feveral other 
Jazarettos in the Levant, frictions of tepid oil are generally 
adopted as the beft remedy. As foon as a patient, attacked 
with the plague, is received into the hofpital at Smyrna, he is 
taken into a clofe chamber, where they light a large pan of 
coals, in which they throw fugar and juniper berries, or other 
perfumes; they then ftrip off all his clothes, and rub his 
whole body with warm oil, until profufe fweats break out. 
The patient is then put into bed; and whenever the {weat- 
ing ceafes, they repéat the frictions in the fame manner, and 
fo on fucceffively during feveral days, until the difeafe has {pent 
its violence in confequence of the fweating. One pint of oil 
is fufficient for each friction, taking care not to commence the 
fecond before the {weating occafioned by the firft has ceafed. 
Thofe who rub the patient take no other precaution than that 
of avoiding his breath; and in this way none of them have 
ever caught the difeafe. | 

‘In the fpace of five years, two hundred and fifty perfons 
infected with plague have been received into the hofpital at 
Smyrna, and I am affured that all thofe who were thus treat- 
ed, have recovered, and that the number of perfons preferved 
from the plague by frictions of oil is immenfe. 

‘In whatever way oily frictions act on the human body, one 
thing is certain, that in the mode practifed at Smyrna, they 
are ufeful.. In my opinion, the tepid oil foftens and relaxes 
the fkin, opens and fets free all the pores or extremities of the 
exhaling veffels, whilft it produces quite a contrary effect on 
the terminations of the lymphatic abforbents, which it clofes 
up and obftructs. 

‘¢ During the fever, the fkin is commonly dry and fhrivelled, 
the extremities of the exhaling veffels, or pores of the fkin, are 
clofed, and prefent too great a refiftance to the more liquid part 
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of the blood, which is retained in the mafs of fluids. This 
does not happen when the texture of the fkin is relaxed, and 
the pores open. Befides, the oil contributes to cleanfe the fkin 
more than any other fluid, and abforbs, at the fame time, a part 
of the ealoric accumulated on the furface of the body; heace, 


perfpiration and profufe fweats follow, which alone cure thefe 
difeafes.” 


The fources of the malignant fever at Alexandria, Rofetta, 
and Damietta, are well pointed out by this gentleman in his 
work, as follows :-— 

«© Alexandria is a city celebrated in ancient hiftory, fituat- 
ed at 31° 13’ §" northern latitude, and at 27° 35’ of longitude 
from the meridian of Paris. It is wafhed by the fea on the 
weft and the north, and on the eaft and fouth are fituated the 
lakes Mareotis and Madiez. Rofetta is fituated at 28° 8’ 30” 
of longitude from the meridian of Paris, and at 31° 25’ 20” 
of northern latitude. It lies about two leagues from the fea, 
upon the left bank of the Nile: to the eaftward, on the other 
fide of the Nile, there are a great number of flat grounds, 
which, after the inundation of the river, form very numerous 
and extenfive marfhes. 

« Damietta, the third celebrated city on the coaft of Egypt, 
on the eaftern bank of the phatnitic branch of the Nile, lying 
in 29° 29’ 15” of longitude from the meridian of Paris, and 
31° 25" 43” of northern latitude, has the fea and the lake Men- 
zaleh to the north, and is divided by the Nile. ‘The fields of 
rice which furround this city contribute to infe& the air; 
befides, there are feveral lakes, pools, and marfhes in its en- 
virons, which render it very unhealthy. Senanieh, among 
others, is a village remarkable for its infalubrity. 

“¢ The heavy rains which fall during the winter at Damietta, 
at Rofetta, and Alexandria, contribute greatly to produce dif- 
eafes, which the fouth winds, the fogs, and exhalations of the 
marfhes render more dangerous. It is afferted that thefe dif- 
eafes are more frequent when the inundations of the Nile are 
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high, and of long duration. The inundation of the year 6, 
(1798) was one.of the moft confiderable; notwithftanding 
which, the difeafe did not thow itfelf but in thofe cities on 
the coaft of the Mediterranean. 7 

“‘ The other cities of the Delta, Boulac, Cairo, Gizeh, and 
the whole of Upper Egypt, were preferved from it.. In the 
fort of Birket-El-Agi alone, a few deaths happened froma 
fufpicious difeafe, which, in my opinion, without having re- 
courfe to contagion, were occafioned by the evaporation of 
the ftagnant waters of the Lake of the Pilgrims, fo called on 
account of the meeting together, at this fpot, of the grand ca- 
ravan, which every year fets off from Cairo for Mecca. The 
putrefaction of aquatic plants, and of the immenfe quantities 
of fifh in this lake, contributed to its developement. 

“¢ In the ancient hiftories of Egypt, there is no mention made 
of the plague. The former inhabitants of this celebrated 
country either did not diftinguifh this difeafe from others, or 
were unacquainted with it. 

“It is certain that Alexandria, Rofetta, and Damietta, as 
well as the whole furface of Lower Egypt, are fo much chang- 
ed, that formerly thefe places might have been the moft healthy 
parts of Africa. The ruins of entire cities, deftroyed and 
overwhelmed; the majeftic remains of ancient monuments, 
preferved in {pite of the overthrowing action of time, which 
at this day are in part fubmerged and farrounded by water, are 
fufficient to prove the revolutions which this part of the globe 
has undergone. The profound and interefting refearches made 
by General Andreoffi, and by the refpectable body of philo- 
fophical men and members of the French Inftitute in Egypt, 
are worthy of examination: they are preferved in the Egyptian 
decade. 

«¢ At this day the lakes, the marfhes, and the filthinefs which 
one finds in the cities of Lower Egypt, are the principal 
caufes of the frequent difeafes to which they are fubject, and 
which can never be eradicated until we have found means 
to purify the atmofpherd of their environs. This important 
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advantage may be obtained by draining off the waters of the 
lakes, and filling them up; by keeping the cities clean, pav- 
ing them, and giving a free exit to the rain water, which, ftag- 
nating in different parts of thefe cities, becomes corrupted, and, 
conjoined with filths, infeéts the atmofphere. By fimilar ope- 
rations, feveral cities and provinces in Europe, America, and 
the Indies, have been rendered healthy. I have no doubt that 
the falubrity which we at this day enjoy in France and Italy, 
is the refult of the amelioration of agriculture, and the per- 
fection of the arts.” 


Extra& from fundry Refolutions agreed upon at the original Vac- 
cine Pock Inftitution, London. 


1. Refolved, That it appears from the numerous reports that 
have been tranfmitted or attefted by the members of the me- 
dical eftablifhment from abroad, from our own country, and 
from their own experience, that the proportion of failures in 
the cow-pock inoculation, to give fecurity againft the fmall- 
pox, which have been publifhed, does not amount to more 
than 50 out of 250,000 vaccinated perfons. 


2. Refolved, That it does not appear on examination of the 


publifhed reports of thefe failures, and the inveftigation of 
many of them by the medical eftablifhment of this inftitution, 
that ten have been fubftantiated by admiflible and adequate evi- 
dence. 

3. Refolved, That it feems more than probable, that all or 
many of even the admitted of failure according to the evi- 
dence produced, are liable to be deceptions, on the fame 
grounds as in the afferted cafes of the occurrences of the 
{mall-pox, fubfequent to the {mall-pox. 

4. Refolved, That, confidering that the cow-pock inoculation 
has been the pra¢tice of producing an atfection which praéti- 
tioners in the firft inftances in general had not previoufly feen, 
and the hiftory of which was fo little known, and confidering 
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the greater deceptions than in the f{mall-pox inoculation ts 
which prattitioners are expofed, it was to have been expected 
that a much greater proportion of fuppofed failures would 
have occurred. 

5- Refolved, That it does not appear that a fingle inftance has 
occurred of the fmall-pox, fubfequent to the cow-pock, during 
more than five years practice at this inftitution; for, on en- 
quiry, two inftances which were faid to be fuch were found 
to be inadmifflible cafes, viz. one of them on account of the 
fuppofed cow-pock preceding, being only a Jocal affection; 
and in the other, that it was only proved that there was a lo- 
cal affection from the variolous inoculation. 

6. Refolved, That the numerous inftances of expofure of vac- 
cinated perfons to the fmall-pox fince the commencement of 
the practice in January in 1799, and likewife of repeated re- 
inoculation with fmall-pox matter at this inftitution, and which 
have been communicated, eftablifh the fact, that a perfon who 
has really gone through the cow-pock is incapable of the fmall- 
pox, on as firm ground as the fact of variolous inoculation 
giving fecurity againft the {mall-pox. 

7. Refolved, That confidering the novelty of the prattice of 
vaccine inoculation, and that it has not been performed in 

many inftances, after fuch a mode as. might give the greateft 
chance of fecurity; it is advifable to take precautionary mea- 
fures with many who have been inoculated, or who fhall un- 
dergo the practice io future. 

8. Refolved, That the tefts of patients who have been in- 
oculated being fecure, are, expofure to effluvia and contact 
with perfons in the fmall-pox ; inoculation with fmall-pox 
matter, and re-inoculation with vaccine matter. But, for rea- 
fons fet forth in a memoir read at the quarterly meeting by 
Dr. Pearfon, the repetition of re-inoculation with vaccine mat- 
ter is 2 preferable teft; for, it does not appear, from abun- 
dant evidence brought forward by the experience of Dr. Pear- 
fon, that a perfon who has gone through the cow-pock is fuf- 
ceptible of it a fecond time. 
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9. Refolved, That fuch prattitioners as are defirous of feeing 
proofs of the propofition laft ftated, that a fecond inoculation 
for the cow-pock is an equally decifive teft of the: queftion.: of 
the fufceptibility of a vaccinated perfon to take the fmall-pox 
zs inoculation with variolous matter, be invited to attend at the 
inftitution, for that purpofe. 

10. Refolved, ‘That although it is probable, from the amount 
of the deaths by the fmall-pox in the bills of mortality in. two 
preceding years, viz. in 1803, of 12023; and in 1804, of 622, 
that the proportion of deaths by that difeafe has been dimi- 
nifhed by vaccine inoculation ; yet it does not appear juftifiable 
to draw this conclufion pofitively at prefent—becaufe, in for- 
mer years, previoufly to the new practice, even a ftill {maller 
proportion occurred by fmall-pox, viz. in 1795, there were 
1040; in 1797, there were only 522; and in 1799 there were 
i111: therefore that it will require at leaft five fucceflive 
years of vaccine practice to draw a juft inference. 

11. Refolved, That Dr. Pearfon be requefted to allow the 
memoir on the ftate of the practice of vaccination, and on the 
conduct of it, to be printed, in order to quiet the minds of 
many families difturbed by the late unfavourable reports.* 

12. Refolved, That the medical eftablifhment continue their 
practice of regiftering their obfervations, as the moft likely 
means to reduce to certainty the vaccine practice as a prophy- 


laétic of the fimall-pox. 
Phifeldeck, on the preparation of Corrofive Sublimate. 


It is well known how much apothecaries, defirous of pre- 
paring their own medicines, are indebted to Mr. Weftrumb, 
for having furnifhed them with a method of preparing corro- 
five fublimate without being expofed to the dangerous vapour 
it emits during the fublimation. For fome time paft I have em- 
ployed myfelf, merely from {feientific views, in preparing cor- 
rofive fublimate according to this method. But however much 


* This will appear in our next number. 


Vout. II. Q. 
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I may be fenfible of the advantages of this procefs, I cannot 
help regretting the lofs fuftained in the nitric and muriatic 
acids, which in general coft fo much trouble and expenfe be- 
fore they can be obtained pure. I reflected a long time on the 
means of avoiding this lofs, and at length difcovered a pro- 
cefs much more economical than that of the chemift Hameln. 
The queftion was, to diffolve the mercury in the cheapeft 
concentrated acid (this acid, without doubt, was the fulnhuric 
acid), and to prefent to the oxyd of mercury the muriatic acid 
without having feparated it from its alkaline bafe. I refolved 
then to prepare a folution of mercury in fulphuric acid, and to 
decompofe the fulphate of mercury by muriate of foda. I then 
hoped that I could eafily feparate the two falts that were form- 
ed by cryftallization, as the fulphate of foda for its folution 
took only eight parts of cold water, whereas corrofive fubli- 
amate takes 162; but I found that after the firft cryftallization 
the two falts mixed, and that no other means of feparating 
them remained but by alcohol. I fhall pafs over in filence, the 
operations which were attended with more or lefs fuccefs in 
this point of view, and defcribe only the procefs which I defi- 
nitively adopted. 

I introduced into a tubulated retort two ounces of mercury 
and three ounces three grofs of concentrated fulphuric acid; 
I then adapted to the retort a receiver, without luting it, and 
made a pretty ftrong fire. During the folution there was dif- 
engaged a very confiderable quantity of fulphureous gas. 
When nothing remained in the retort ‘but a white mafs, I 
‘added a folution of five ounces and a half of marine falt in fix 
ounces of water, and expofed the mixture to ftrong ebullition 
for half an hour. <A complete folution took place. I filtered 
the liquid while it was ina ftate of ebullition, put it into a re- 
tort, and diftilled it to drynefs. On the remaining mafs I 
poured fixteen ounces of alcohol, and caufed it to digeft for 
fome hours. I then decanted the liquid from off the refiduum, 
filtrated it again warm, and put it once more into the retort 
after I had wathed it, taking care not to fpread any of it in 
the neck of the retort, and diftilled it to drynefs. I muft here 
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remark, that the diftilled liquid, which at firft had the colour 
of Malaga wine, affumed, after the folution was concentrated, 
the colour of water de Rabel; and the faline mafs, after the 
complete evaporation of the alcohol, was exceedingly white. 
Lime water made no change in the colour of this liquid. 

I poured over the mafs in the retort twelve ounces of wae 
ter; I boiled it to folution, and, having filtered the liquor, ex- 
pofed it to cryftallize. Very beautiful cryftals in the form of 
elongated prifms were depofited. I then poured over the re- 
fiduum eight ounces of new fpirit of wine, and again obtained 
a confiderable quantity of corrofive fublimate. The diftilled 
liquid, after being re€tified on half an ounce of potafh, was 
perfectly pure. 

By employing this method, corrofive fublimate, in my opi 
nion, will coft one-half lefs than by Weftrumb’s procefs. 
Sulphuric acid cofts only one-third of what the nitric acid 
does and there is no comparifon between the price of pure 
muriatic acid and that of marine falt. I therefore flatter myfelf 
that this method will meet with a favourable reception. 


Med. && Phyf. Four. 


Helm, on the Digeftive Power of the Human Stomach. 


The author having the care of a woman, 58 years of age, 
who fuffered under a remarkable difeafe of the ftomach, took 
the opportunity of making feveral obfervations on the aétion 
of the ftomach on different aliments. The fubject of his ob- 
fervations had always enjoyed a good ftate of health, till the 
was married in her thirty-third year of age, when fhe was fre- 
quently attacked with cholics, vomitings, a rednefs, a burn- 
ing and pungent fenfation in the region of the ftomach, which 
fymptoms generally returned every third week, but were lefs 
violent in time of pregnancy. A bliiter, applied on the pain- 
ful place, relieved her greatly, and during the fpace of one 
year, fhe found herfelf free from pain. After this time, ‘fhe 
became pregnant, and about the middle of this ftate, fhe ob- 
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ferved a tumour in the region of the ftomach, of the fize of a 
walnut, which had the fame colour as the fkin, and was pain- 
ful. After the delivery, thofe fymptoms recurred with greater’ 
violence, and were almoft infupportable in rainy weather. Ap- 
petite good. ‘The tumour began gradually to increafe and to 
become hard till it reached down to the navel, and an anafarca 
fupervened. Thus it remained till the next year, when the tu- 
mour being accidentally preffed, broke open, and about a 
pound of yellow purulent matter iffued, when her fufferings 
diminifhed, together with the anafarca. The opening was of 
the fize of a {mall pea, and fmall particles of aliments came 
forth from it. Mr. H. being fent for about this time, found 
the patient weak and emaciated ; the opening gradually increafy. 
ed, fo as to let a finger pafs into the ftomach; a prolapfus of 
the oppofite fide of the ftomach fupervened, and a catheter 
could be introduced as far as the pylorus, without either much 
incommoding the patient, or caufing vomition. in this ftate, 
the patient remained five years, and during this time the au- 
chor made the following obfervations. ‘The food of the pati- 
ent was extremely fimple, wine caufing much pain. Some 
hours after her meal, fhe had violent pains in the back, reach- 
ing thence to the left fide, and particularly a burning fenfation 
about the edges of the opening, and fhe was generally obliged 
to loofen the bandage, and to let the contents of the ftomach 
iffue, while fhe relieved the pain by drinking milk. Whenthe 
weather was fine, fhe had neither hunger nor thirft, and fome- 
times fafted for about thirty hours. The taking of four krout 
or pickled cucumbers, fallad, and four cherries or apples, 
gave her the leaft pain, but any flatulent food fhe could not 
keep above an hour in her ftomach. In bad weather, fhe felt 
a great deal of pain, and the prolapfus increafed. Any violent 
motion would immediately make a good deal of gall run into 
the ftomach, from which it iffued through the external open- 
ing. Milk coagulated inftantly after it came into the ftomach, 
either through the mouth or the opening, which however ar- 
rived a little later, when the ftomach had been wafhed with 
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water; affes milk coagulated lateft of all. The patient was 
never obliged to bring out any {pittle, nor could fhe be made 
to vomit by a mechanical irritation. Stools followed regularly 
every fecond or third day; urine was yellowifh and cloudy; 
pulfe 8o0—8s5 in a minute, and after the taking of {pirits, it be- 
came I12—I20 in a minute, and then the food iffued with 
force out of the opening. A {olution of one grain of emetic 
tartar being brought into the ftomach with a fyringe, caufed 
much trouble, and a burning fenfation, and the periftaltic mo- 
tion of the ftomach could be clearly feen. The pains were re- 
lieved by milk; and after three hours, fhe had four watery flools. 
The refults of other experiments with aliments and medi- 
cines are as follow: white bread of all forts was more eafily 
digeftible than brown or black bread. Peas and lentiles were 
more digeftible than beans. Pears and pine-apples more than 
apples. Peaches, apricots, plumbs and figs were eafily di- 
geftible. Chefnuts, nuts, and {weet almonds were almoft in- 
digeftible, with and without the epidermis. Turnips and po- 
tatoes were very digeftible. .Sallad and different forts of c-’ 
bages, prepared with vinegar, were eafily digeftible. A‘MRENs 
of champignons were difficult to digeft. Veal, lamb’s fie?” 
and pork were more eafily digeftible than beef, mutton, af 
fleth of a wild boar; not fo eafily as from a hare or other vé- 
nifon. Chickens, pigeons, &c. were more eafy to digeft than 
geefe or duck’s flefh. The inteftines of animals were eafy to 
digeft; ham was eafily digeftible; all forts of fith were foon 
digefted. Sixty grains of Peruvian bark had loft, after having 
remained from fix to ten hours in the ftomach, ten grains; the 
extracts of bark, cicuta, aconitum, had loft in the fame time, 
twenty grains; gummi guaiacum, limatura martis, and antimo- 
nium crudum, from ten to twelve grains. Caftorcum, wax, 
affafoetida, and rufty iron filings remained infoluble; ten grains 
of camphor, were within fix to twenty-four hours, diminith- 
ed from four to fix grains. Gum arabic was quite diffolved ; 
fixty grains of g. ammoniac loft often, in ten or twelve hours, 
from eighteen to twenty grains. The weight of magnefia uf- 
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ta, was increafed twenty grains in the fame time, and thewed 
no more any cffervefcence with acids. Flores fulphuris alone 
were infoluble, but by the addition of a neutral falt they be- 
came a little foluble. Dbid. 


On refufcitation from Death by Lightning. 


So many deaths having lately occurred from lightning, with- 
out any apparent attempts to reftore the unfortunate victims ;* 
it will not appear unfeafonable to extract the following from 
the annual Report of the Royal Humane Society, for 1804. 
We cannot omit to obferve that we confider attention to 
other caufes of fufpended animation, as much the duty of the 
Humane Society of this place, as to the only fource they appear 
to notice, that of drinking cold water. It is more than mere 
parade, that has rendered the parent fociety in Great Britain, 
of fuch importance; by whofe philanthropic exertions, 2869 
men, women and children, have been reftored to life.—EZ. 


hor © Suffocation by noxious Vapours or Lightning. 


t | : 
: ox Throw cold water often and repeatedly upon the face, &c. 
0 fome diftance, and with force, drying the body at intervals. 
pee che body feels cold, apply warmth gradually; and then em- 


ploy the ufual plan of the drowned. 


Lightning. 


‘¢ Perfons {truck dead by lightning have been often confidered 
by many people as the immediate objects of Divine wrath ; by 
others, more charitably inclined, as the peculiar favourites of 
heaven; while it has been concluded by both parties, that any 
attempt to reftore them muft not only be vain, but prefump- 
tuous. The fuccefs of the Royal Humane Society has cor- 
refted popular prejudice, and proved that perfons, provided 
no fatal laceration enfued, may be reftored to life. 


* One fuccefsful attempt has been recorded within a few days, in fome of the 


news papers. 





Medical and Philofophical Regifter. 1. 


ADDRESSED TO THE TREASURER. 


“Dear Sir, 
On the 12th of April, a ftorm of thunder and hail fudden! 


game on, fucceeded by a moft vivid flafh of lightning. I w. 
requefted to vifit J. Mitchell, who was ftruck dead with light- 
ning; and had been an apparent corpfe half an hour; his eyes 
were much dilated ; and the countenance exhibited a ghaftly 
appearance. 

Vifible marks of the electric fluid were on his knees, ancies, 
and feet. I commenced the plan recommended by your 
highly-valuable Humane Society, which, in three quarters of 
an hour, was produ¢tive of fpafms, and the return of anima- 
tion. My patient took to his bed for fome days ; but, by ftrict 


medical attention, he is now perfectly reftored. P 
eV 
Mr. Ifaiah Gilbert to the Rev. Mr. Steele. By 


«© On the night of the 25th of June, the houfe of Mr 
Martin was ftruck with lightning. Mrs. M. was affe® 
her right arm. She rolled herfelf off the bed, and diicn men, 
her hufband an apparent corpfe. The water was driveetention 
the door: upon putting her right-hand into the water, n the 
immediate relief. She dragged her hufband off the bed; a.the 
after fome time, ordered buckets of water to be poured on -— 
head. Mr. Martin moved, and raifed himfelf on his harline, 
In a quarter of an hour he {tead upon his fect, and, in a wild 
manner, cried out, ‘© What are you doing?” His wife in. 
formed him they had been ftruck with lightning; he foon be- 
came compofed, although in great pain; but, in a few days, 
life and health were perfeétly reftored. 


India Arms, Blackwall, July 25 1803. 
Gratuitous Delivery of the Refufcitative Progrefs. 


*¢ During the thunder ftorm, the lightning ftruck Mrs. Colley 
dead to appearance. By a perfeverance of two hours in the 
Humane Society’s procefs, convulfions appeared, which termi- 
nated in a gradual return of life. 


Fakenham, April 19th. 











ri “al and Philofophical Regifter. 
Se, 


“ ¢ Ka, p apparently ftruck dead by lightning, provi-:: 
n dentia Ad by the Humane Society. Thefe important 


watts pro y refufcitation is as practicable as in thofe who are 
calffocatr , ftrangled, or drowned. 


Fulminis afflatos interdum vivere telis 


Vidimus et refici VirG.” 





After the above ftrong proofs of the utility of the meafures 
purfued, it is hoped fome exertions will be made to refcue a 
fellow-creature from otherwife certain death.—Z. 








Mr. James Humphreys has juft announced his intention of printing “ Pradti- 
te '1 Obfervations in Surgery, illuftrated with cafes and plates. By William Hey, 
q- FR. S.” &c. &c. a work, which from its eftimation in Europe, we doubt 
Pa» will prove highly acceptable to the medical profeflion throughout the United 


of fur 
men, 





| —- — | 





DEATHS, 


“he ““n England, William Buchan, M. D, well known by his treatise on “ De- | 
NOE dicine,’’ a work than which few have had a more extensive circulation. 
ee, 
a th ro} 
Ss NOTICE TO MEDICAL STUDENTS, 
in g' omeAs T. HEWSON, proposes next winter to open a room for Practical Anatomy. 
chetime to be devoted to the class will be for teaching the arts of dissecting, inject- 
and preserving the animal body: also, for demonstrating such subjects as may oc- 
ploy om dissection, 


_ebruary 25 th, 1805. 








JRs. DEWEES and CHAPMAN will commence their annual course of lectures on 
ya theory and practice of midwifery, early in November. 


June 28th, 1805, 


The lectures on the principles and practice of midwifery, and the diseases of women 
and children, by Drs. JAMES and CHURCH, will commence on the first week of No- 
vember next, 

Their pupils will have the privilege of ea parturient women in the lying-in- 
ward of the alms-house, as well as at their own houses, 


July 2ist, 1305. 


<P? Our correspondents are particularly requested to give titles to their respec 
tive communications. 





ERRATA,— p. 149, of vol. 1, 2d line from bottom, for regular read irregular. 
Vol. 2d, p. 34, add « of Loudoun county,’’ to the name, in the title of the commu 
y ication, 











